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làus ior the government or a State which aminet us or n- 
(oh alb ct The Welfare ot every pason w thin its qurisdic- 
Hovon lun the snportauceot th powers with wh ch vou 
Baro ienonvestediand how Wisi dv ard oudeiouslv they should 
Be oversee Oa cons tute rus tess caretul of presembng 
leg lative dure to be periormed, than o? saposing cortan 
restrictions upon leeisiative action die cvamples of history 
and constant evociience teach us. tbat there g a tendency 
in pol ti al asse dations as well as in peł sons, foan undue ex- 
er ise ol power 1neonsristent W ith ondividaal mehts Foi that 
gen au unwaserine adliercnee to Constitutional prinerples, 
a constant reg ul tor the gehts aud pus eres secured to, and 
ret: uned by the people, and a strict observance of the prohibi- 
tions upon legislation, should, under all circumstances, be 
untamed 
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| [t gratifes me to inform vou that the State is ina highly 
‘prosperous condition. general health prevails a bountiful harvest 
has again erowned the efforts of the husbandman: emigration un- 
precedented in the history and settlement of the West, has been 
pouring in upon us, the publiclands are being rapidly settled and 
improved by those who. with the pioneers of the country, will 
doubtless build up a government, which for its liberal and just. 
y ohey and its attachment for the Union will rank among the 
frst of western States. For this prosperity and all the great 
privileges which we enjoy, let us be grateful to Him who holds 
his hand the destiny of men and nations. "af Ai 


In calling your attention to the condition of the State, dt 18 
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an the first place appropriate that I should refer te our financial 
affairs, and I do so with pride, when I contrast that condition 
with many of our sister States The funded debt of the State 
for which bonds have been issued, as will appear by the re- 
port of the Auditor, amounts to tho sum of seventy mne thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five dollars and seventy-five 
cents. 

Sixteen thousand four hundred and forty-two dollars and 
five cents of these bonds became due on the first day of May 
last, and the others will be payable in 1850, ‘57, and 56. It will 
therefore bo necessary for you to make provisions for their pay- 
ment in the event that the ordinary revenue should not prove 
sufficient for that purpose. I need not say that the payment of 
these debts at maturity 1s important to preserve the good faith 
and credit of the State. 

By the Treasurer's report wlneh is herewith transmitted, it 
will be seen that from the first day of November, 1552, up to 
the thirty-first day of October, 1854, there has been received 
into the Treasury one hundred and twenty-five thousand four 
hundred and sixty-two dollars and fifty-seven cents, ten thousand 
five hundred fifteen dollars and seventy cents of which was 
received on the saleof Saline lands. During that time there 
has been paid out on Auditor’s warrants one hundred and eigh- 
teen thousand five hundred and forty-two dollars and ninety 
cents. The amount ef monies inthe Treasury on the thirty- 
first day of October last, being fifteen thousand five hundred 
and twenty-two dollars and twenty-two cents, including the 
sum of eight thousand six hundred and two dollars and eighty- 
eight cents which wasin the Treasury on the frst day of No- 
vember, 1852. 

At the last session of the General Assembly, it was thought 
advisable to so amend the revenue law, as to require the 
assessment of taxable property to be made by a township in- 
stead of a county officer. This system, as 1 have been in- 
formed, has proven much more expensive than the former one, 
and leads to errors and inequalities which have been injurious 

sto the public revenue, and unjust to individuals. 

To secure uniformity in dhe assessment of property, § and 
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remedy, as far as practicable, the evils complained of, I wonla! 
recommend that the present law be so amended as to require. 
the election of a county assessor for each county, with such 
other regulations as may be thonght necessary to secure a 
faithful dischar ge of his duty. : 
Permit me again to call the attention of the Genera! 
Assembly to the laws establishing Common schools and the 
State University, as a subject of the greatest importance, an4 
in which the people feel a deep interest. 
Experience has taught us that these laws are too complicated, 
1 and by frequent amendments have become inexplicit and 
| eontradictory, so much so, that it has become difficult to- 
| 
| 
! 
| 
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understand, or car y them into force, without the eommission 
of errors, which not unfrequently lead to protracted and 
burdensome hitivation 

Another objection to the system, is the employment of a 
greater number of officers than would seem to be necessary, 
and among them, that ot school fund Commissioner in each 
‘county, the duties of which officer maght, it 1s believed, be 
| discharged by the county Treasurer with less expense and 


greater accuracy than under the present arrangement. 
There is also a want of uniformity in the system of educa- 
4 tion in our common schools, produced by the frequent change 
of text-books, made by the teacheis who conduct them, 
which occasions unneccessary expense, and proves detrimenta] 
| to the scholar. In connection with the subject of books, 
i permit me to recommend Dr. Noah Websters American 
| 


Dictionary as one of the most comprehensive, learned and 
valuable works of the kind which has been published in the 
English language ; and also, allow me to add, that the Con- 
| stitution of the United States, and of this State, should be 
taught in all of our publie-schools. A system of education 
by which knowledge is placed within the reach of all, and 
| our youth are taught to comprehend the rights and privileges 


of citizenship, will fit them for the enlightened discharge of 
the important duties to which they may be called. 

The establishment and endowment of an asylum for lunaties, 
is a measure which should;commend itself to your. favorable 
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-onsideration. We cannot lutbe amare of the fact, that we 
have a considerable number of those unfortunate persons in our 
State, who have strong claims upon our sympathy and bounty, 
and who must be removed from their friends to other States in 
order to obtain the means of alleviating and unproving their 
condition, or of being conimed in our jails and poor-houses. 

By an act ef Congress, admitting the State of Iowa into the 
Union, approved March 3d 1545, all salt springs within the 
State. not exceeding twelve im numbu with six sections of 
land adjoining or 4s eontizuous as might pe, c cach, were cranted 
to the State for it~ use, witu a proviso that tat General Assem- 
bly should never lease or sdi the same at any one time, fora 
longer period than ten years, without the consent of Congress 

Under these provisitus an act was passed by the General 
Assembly, approved February oth, 1551. providing, tuat as 
soon as the consent of Conz1ess coud be obtained. these lands 
might be sold and that the proceeds should constitute a fund 
for founding and supporting a lunatic asylum and further 
providing that the amount realized should be invested, and the 
interest only to be used fur that purpose unless the Commis- 
sioners of the asylum should think that the good of the State 
required eight thousand dollars of the primeipal fund to assist 
in the buildinz and fishing of said asylum Live thousand 
dollars was also authorized to be paid. at the diseretion of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, for the use of the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk. 

Congress having given their consent that the lands night be 
sold, an act was passed on the 25th day of January. 1853, for 
the carrying out of the purposes expressed by the act of Febru- 
ary oth, 1801. i 

In conseyuence of the rejection by the general government 
of a portion of the land wluch it had before selected for the 
State, and in order that others might be made. I appointed 
Israel Keister, Esq , as agent for that purpose, a copy of whose 
report is herewith transmitted. As yet I bave received no 
information whether the last selection has been approved or 
rejected. 

Should you believe that the prompt sale of these lands would. 
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uot be suficient to establish and maintain the asylum, after 
paying the five thousand dollars tu the Medical Colleze at 
Keokuk, then I submit whether ıt would not be highly approg 
priate to provide other ways and means to accomplish an object 
so desirable 

Your attention 15 invited to the 1cport of the Inspectors of 
the Pemtentiary, which is herewith submitted. and which to 
gether with the report of the Warden which wall doubtless be 
lart bitore you, willexhibit the affairs of the prison for the last 
two years By an act of the General Assembly, approve 
January 13th, 1855, the Inspectors and Wardens were auth 
ized to lease or hire out the prisoners to be worked in the shop- 
upon the prison grounds, 1f they should deem that the interest- 
of the State would be the best promoted by so dunz They 
have accmdingly executed a contract, liring the services of the 
convicts for the term often years from the first day of June 
1854. This contract, with the report of the officers. will be 
subjects fur your careful investigation, and should it appea: 
that the laws and regulations for the government of the prison 
are deficient, such other provisions should be made as wil! 
secure economy and good order in the administration of its 
affairs 

It 1» necessary that I should again cail your attention t 
the improvement of the Des Moines river, which in conse- 
quence of the many liffieulties and obstacles which have been 
presented trom tune to time, has made but slow progres- 
towards compietion. At the last session of the General Asseri- 
bly, atter an investigation of the condition of the improvement. 
acts were passed providing fur the election of a Commissionei 
and Register, by the qualified electors of the State on the fir-t 
Monday of April, 1853, and at the same time appointing 
George G. Wright of Yan Buren and Uriah Biggs of Wa- 
pello county as assistant Commissioners, investing them with 
full power and authority to sell and dispose of all the lands 
tolls and water rents, as they might deem most expedient for 
the early completion and vigorous prosecution of the im- 
provement. 

Under these provisions of law a contract has been made 
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with Mr. Henry O'Riley and others for the completion of the 
improvement—a portion of the old debts have been paid, 
and the work is said to be progressing. In the report of the 
Commissioner and Register, which will be laid before you, 
will undoubtedly be found the contract and all the informa- 
tion whieh may be necessary for a full understanding of the 
business intrusted to the charge of those officers, who, it is 
believed, with the assistant Commissioners, have done every- 
thing in their power to carry out the provisions and instruc- 
tions of the laws under which they have acted. 

In connection with this improvement your attention is 
respectfully called to the claims which have been presented 
hy Hon. Reverdy Johnson and Chancellor Walworth of New 
York in obtaining a reversal of the decision of the Secretary 
of the Interior, limiting the grant of land for that im- 
provement to the Raccoon fork of the Des Moines river. 
These gentlemen have acted in good faith, and rendered 
most important service to the State ; it is therefore appropriate 
that their claims should beallowed, inasmuch as Bangs A 
Brother, the contractors who were liable at the time, have | 
failed to pay them, and the State has received the benefit of $ 
their efforts. The correspondence of Chancellor Walworth is 
herewith submitted, and that of Mr. Johnson will be found 
among the proceedings of the last General Assembly. 

Since the formation of our State government up to the 
present time, recommendations have been made to the 
General Assembly to enact such laws as would comply with 
the Constitution of this State, and the laws of the United 
States as to the organization of the militia, and to which | 
subject I would again invite your special attention. | 

The object of the law of Congress in requiring the organ- 
ization of the military force of each State, and the appropria- 
tions for arms to be distributed to them frum year to year, is 
for the purpose of enabling them to defend themselves in ca- | 
ses of emergency, and at the same time to be serviceable to 
the National Government in the defence of the country should 
their services be needed. 

Tt shonld be remembered that Iowa is a frontier State; 
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portions of our northern and western boundaries are subject 
to the incursions of Indians, who have but recently disposed 
of their right to the soil, who return for the purpose of hunt- 
ing, and not unfrequently commit depredations upon the 
white inhabitants before United States troops, or any effective 
military force, can be obtained to repel them. It is therefore 
prudent and necessary that we should have such a military 
organization as will enable us in a case of emergency to de- 
fend ourselves and protect our citizens. 

In July last, I received information from the counties of 
Cerro. Gordo, Floyd, Bremer, Chickasaw, Franklin and oth- 
ers, that a large budy of Indians well armed and equipped, had 
made demonstrations of hostilities by fortifying themselves 
in various places, killing stock, and plundering houses, and 
that many of the inhabitants had entirely forsaken their 


| homes and left a large portion of their property at the mercy 
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of the enemy; praying that a military force might be sent 
to procect them and their settlements. Upon the reception 
of this 1nformation, an order was immediately issued to Gen. 
John G. Shields, directing him to call out the City Guards 
of Dubuque, and such other force as might be necessary, not 
exceeding two companies, to remove the Indians from the 
State. This order was promptly obeyed, and the company 
were ready for service, when information was received that 
the Indians had dispersed—that the citizens were returning 
to their homes, and quiet had been restored. It therefore 
became unnecessary for any further proceedings. 

Authority was also given to Major Williams, of Fort Dodge, 
in this State, to raise a volunteer company, should it be neces- 
sary to remove any Indians who should be found disturbing any 
of the inhabitants of the County of Franklin or adjoining 
counties. On the first day of September last he reported that 
he had not found it necessary to raise any militery force, 2s 
there did not then exist any cause for alarm, or danger to the. 
settlers. 

In Aprillast a communieation was received from the ord-- 
nance office at Washington, stating that thore was due to this 
State arms to the value of two hundred and thirty-five muskets,, 
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with the desire that the kind and description should be desig. 
mated. This request was complied witb, and the arms have been 
received. and distributed to organized military companies at 
Dubuque, Davenport, and Keokuk, with the exception of one 
brass six-pound gun, which remains to be drawn at the United 
States Arsenal in St. Louis, Missouri. 

My attention has been called to the proceecungs of a conven 
tion held in this city. on the twenty-cighth day of October last, 
by the old soldiers of the war of 1812. for the puipose d 
asking relief from Congress, for their services in that war. It 
may be truly said of these soldiers, that old age ıs now upon 
them—t'at they will soon be called upon to fight their last 
battle with an enemy who is ever victorious. Many of them 
are in indigent eircumstances, and unable to support themselves 
Their gallant defence ef the country, in a war second only to 
the American revolution, should entitle them, not only to thi 
sympathy of Congress, but to the whole American people. | 
would, therefore, respectfully recommend that you pass : 
memorial to Congress, sctting forth the justice of their claim, 
and urging, without regard to their term of service, that eaci 
be allowed a quarter section of land, and a pension for the fey 
remaining years allotted them to live. 

At the last session of the General Assembly a recommend 
átion was made, that such laws be passed as would authoriz 
the appointment of a Commissioner of emigration to reside 
in the city of New York, whose duty it should be to give 
immigrants the necessary information as to soil, climate ani 
the branches of business to be pursued with advantage in thi 
State, and to protect, as far as possible, such persons agains 
the impositions frequently practiced upon them. 

This reccommendation, however, was not carried out, ans 
I again feel constrained to call your attention to the subjec 
with the hope that one or more of such agencies may b 
established, which in my judgment, if properly conducted. 
would be highly beneficial to the State, and to those wht 
might feel disposed to become citizens among us. ; 
i One of the objections which has been urged against the 
establishment of such agencies, is. that. emigration of 
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foreigners to this country ought not to be encouraged or pro- 
tected—even secret political associations have been formed 
for the purpose of discouraging emigration and settlement 
among us—to prohibit. as far as may be in their power, a 
naturalized citizen from holding any office of truet or profit 
under our government, aud at the same time proseribing 
others for their religious views and opinions. 

The formation of such associations under a government 
which professes to be republican, and to secure equal nghts 
and privileges to every person who is, or who may become a 
citizen by virtue of our Constitution and laws, is much to be 
regretted as leading to evil and dangerous consequences. 

What danger can be seriously apprehended from foreign 
emigration to this State? They are generally industrious 
—purchase, settle upon and improve our lands, rear their 
homes, educate their children with ours, become attached to 
our laws and institutions, and assiet in the defence of the 
country in times of peril To proscribe a citizen in! this 
country on account ot his birthplace or religious faith, is sub- 
versive of all our ideas and principles of civil and religious lb- 
erty, and contrary to the spirit and intention of our Constitution 
and laws. The national government have no power to “make 
laws respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the freo exercise thereof" and the Constitution of this State 
declares that * No religious test shall be required as a quali- 
fieation for any office or publie trust, and no person shall be 
deprived of any of his rights, privileges or capacities, or dis- 
qualified from the performance of any ot his public or private 
duties, or rendered incompetentto give evidence in any court 
of law or equity, in consequence of his opinions ón the 
subject of religion." a 

To mv mind it is manifest, that the object of these provis- 
jons were to guard against proscription or intolerance, either 
by legislation or by individuals, and to leave to every one the 

“right of judging for himself upon questions which relate to 
eternity, and over which human govermnents cannot properly 
exercise control. l 
- In connection with the subject of immigration and settlement 
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in lowa, it may be observed, that her agricultural and mineral 
resources are but partially known, and it is believed that an 
accurate and scientific geological survey would disclose source; 
of mineral wealth,'and the capacity of our soil for the produe 
tion of many profitable articles, the benefits of which informe 
tion to the history of the State and to the people. would far 
surpass any expense attending such an examination. I woull 
therefore recommend this measure to vour favorable considere 
tion. 

I again invite your attention to the laws regulating the sak 
of intoxicating liquors, and to the recommendation made by me 
to the last General Assembly. of granting licenses under pre 
per restrictions, for the sale thereof. Belen ing that such : 
Jaw would have a salutary effect in restraining the indiscrim 
nate sale of such liquors, and would be the means of producir; 
a revenue to cities, towns, and counties, which is now lost t 
them, and that good order might he maintained and the law 
enforced, I am therefore induced to present the subject te 
your candid consideration. 

lam aware that there are many persons who take a differer 
view of this question, who insist with great pertinacity the 
laws should be enacted prohibiting the manufacture and saled 
any spirituous, vinous, or malt liquors, under severe penaltie 
with a right to search in houses and premises, and a destructie 
of such property wherever it may be found, and prescribix; 
rules of evidence in such cases unknown in any other erimim 
prosecutions. 

Such laws are not ealeulated to remedy the evil complaine 
of, and are looked upon as an unnecessary infringement ups 
the natural and constitutional rights of the citizen. The ide 
that pervades such enactments is, that unusual, numerous, an! 
severe penalties, will lead to their enforcement; when all e 
perience shows that their undueseverity defeats their executio 
and that after the excitement which caused their enactment hr 
passed away, no one feels disposed to enforce them. 

Although this question has been thrust into the politic 
arena, and made to figure extensively in our elections, yet, $ 
guardians and representatives of constitutional supremacy, aw 
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tthe rights of citizens under that government, you will carefully 
examine the subject which has thus been presented, and make 
such provisions as may seem to you the best calculated to pro- 
mote the public good. 

Your attention is also invited to the act, passed at the last 
“session of the General Assembly, regulating the interest on 
money, and of which 1 may say, that since its passage up to the 
present trme, has not been generally regarded or enforced, and 
that without being of any benefit to the borrower, has resulted 
in keeping out of the State much capital, which would other- 
wise have been introduced among us, and which by fair com- 
petition would haye reduced the rates of interest much below 
what is now paid. Such laws are always evaded, and upon the 
principle that men should be permitted to make their own con- 
tracts and dispose of their money or property upon such terms 
and conditions as may seem to them most appropriate. For 
these and many other reasons which might be urged, I would 
respectfully recommend ‘the repesl of all laws in this State 
upon the subject of usury. 

As yet no grants of land have been made to the State ot 
Towa for the:construetion ef railroads, notwithstanding the 
repeated applications which have been made to Congress for 
that purpose. I would, therefore, again call your attention 
to the subject, and recommend that a memorial be passed 
urging the justice of our claim, and that such applieation be 
«concentrated upon one read to run from the Mississippi to 
‘the Missouri aiver, through the central portion of the State, 
a8 it is believed. that such an application might meet with a 
‘favorable reception. It is very much doubted whether the 
policy of applying for a sufficient quantity of land to con- 
«struct five or six roads in Iowa will soon be favorably con- 
sidered ‘by’ Congress. it is, therefore, desirable that some 
system should be adopted by the people and their represent. 
atives to concentrate,the application to one or two roads, aná 
urge the same with energy and unanimity. 

In this connection permit me to speak of the common fads 
of our State, and to urge upon you the necessity of again re- 
instating the law which required the election cf a County 
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Supervisor. That officer had the charge and supervision of 
all the roads in the county. Then there was uniformity in 
the opening and work done upon them—now in some town- 
ships the roads are kept in order, and in others nothing is 
done; and the consequence is, that there is no system or 
regularity upon a subject which is of the greatest importance 
and interest to every inhabitant of the State. 

Of the swamp oroverflowed lands eranted to this and other 
States, by an act of Congress, approved September 28th, 1850, 
it is only necessary for me to say, that at the last session of 
the General Assembly, it was thought advisable to grant 
them to the counties in which they might lie, for the purpose 
of constructing the necessary levees and drains to reclaim 
them, and the overplus, after paying the expenses of their 
reclamation, to ¡be applied for the purpose of building roads 
and bridges in such counties, 

Under this act returns of the examination and survey of 
such lands have been made to the Burveyor General of Iowa 
and Wisconsin from counties, the names of which are here- 
with transmitted. 

As itis desirable that such returns should be made as soon 
as possible, in order to obtain the title from the General Gov- 
ernment to these lands, I would suggest such further legisla- 
ton as wil require, if possible, the delinquent counties to 
comply with the laws which have been heretofore enacted for 
their benefit. 

Many other subjects of legislation which have not been 
noticed, will doubtless suggest themselves to your considera- 
tion, and receive that attention which théir importance may 
require. 

In coneluding this communication to the General Assembly 
of Iowa, 1 may be permitted to refer to the policy of govern- 
ment, under which we have increased in population and wealth 
unsurpassed in the history and settlement of western States, 
and it must be conceded, that for the high position which we 
now occupy, as a sovereign State of the American Republic, 
that we are principally indebted to the constitution and laws for 
that prosperity. 
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Of the Constitution of this State, it may with justice be said 
that itis republiean in its character, and designed to protect 
the people against abuses and evils which have crept into the 
government of other and older States. It prohibits any asso- 
ciation or corporation from exercising the privilege of creating 
paper to circulate as money; it declares that corporations shall 
not be established by special laws, except for political or 
municipal purposes ` and for all others, that general laws shall 
be passed for their organization, reserving to every one the 
privilege of forming companies for the transaction of all lawful 
business, and limiting State indebtedness i in such a manner as 
to prevent great loss or repudiation. These restrictions, it is 
believed, have done much to build up this State, and to assure 
citizens that they are not to be oppressed by monopolies, 
bankruptey, or extraordinary taxation. 

In my last message to the General Assembly, 1 felt it to be 
my duty to caution the people against the system of banking 
hich was then contemplated, and carried on in the United 
States, as being dangerous to the agricultural and manufac- 
uring interests of the country, and urged the propriety of 

assing a law prohibiting the circulation ef bank notes of a 
ess denomination than ten dollars, for the purpose of retaining 

sufficient sum of gold and silver to do the ordinary business 

f our citizens, and to which recommendation I would again 
nvite your favorable consideration. But two years have elapsed 
ince that time, and we find ourselves in the midst of a 
onetary crisis. In our public journals will be found long 
ists of suspended: ahd broken banks. Who are generally the 
ufferers? Not those whose business it is to deal in money 
nd bank paper, and who wield the lightnings of heaven to 
ell them of danger or disasters, but rem whose very exist- 
nce depends upon their labor, and who can ill afford to pay the 
uxury and expense of banking corporations. 

Yet with all the evidences which we have before us of the : 
estilential effects of paper money on the necessary confi- 
ence between man and man, the necessary confidence in our 
üblic councils, on the industry and morals-of the people, the 
normous frauds which have been practiced and the loss 
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suffered by the toiling millions, we are told that it is neces- 
sary to establish a banking system in Iowa. Such a system 
might be a fitful stimulant to our hopes and business pur- 
suits, and impart more than ordinary vigor to the cnrrent 
traffic during a season of prosperous credit ; still, it is always 
treacherous, and fraught with too many uncertainties upon 
which to risk the agrieultural and most important interests 
of the country, and which are liable to be swept away by 
the very first blast of adversity. Viewing all the expedients 
resorted to, to conceal aud «mitigate the errors of modern 
banking, it will befound that the system of employing publie 
stocks and securities is the most exceptionable, as it is making 
one promise, which it may be impossible to redeem, the 
foundation of another equally desperate. * 

The opinions which I have taken occasion to express in my 
previous communications to the General Assenibly, upon the 
subject of banking, of State indebtedness, and of exclusive 
privileges and special legislation, remain unchanged. Nor 
can I perceivein the altered condition of our‘business relations, 
or the positive wants of community, any imperative reason why 
«our Constitution shouid be amended to authorize their in- 

troduction into Iowa. 

In retiring from the office to which [ was elected by the 
free suffrages of the dis of Iowa, I cannot refrain from ex- 
pressing to them, and to you as their representatives, my pro: 
found gratitude for the honors conferred upon me by their 
confidence, and to assure them of my continued -aspirations 

for their welfare and prosperity, and the advancement of this | 
young and flourishing commonwealth, and the fervent hope! 
that her legislation and future policy will be such as to in- 
sure to her citizens the full enjoyment of civil and religious 
liberty—-that she will discountenance civil discord and local 
animosities among the States of our Union, and concede to 
each and all, the rights which pertain to them under our na- 
tional Constitutign and laws, and that she wil in every 
emergency defend that Union which has led our republic to 
honor and greatness. 

With these hopes and wishes for the welfare of Iowa and 
our common country, 1 retire from the office with whichl 


have been honored. 
: STEPHEN EEMPSTEAD. 
Tewa City, December 9th, 1854. : 
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‘GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, 
AND House or REPRESENTATIVES 2 


Having now, in your presence, assumed the duties of the 
"office to which Lhave been elevated by the suffrages of my 
fellow-citizens, it becomes my duty, under the Constitution, 
‘to call your attention to such subjeets as I believe demand, 
.your consideration, 

No one, however conneéted with legislation, can too highly 
estimate the responsibilities of his position. He cannot feel 
too deeply the delicacy of his labors, and hisignorance of the 
l complicated structure and conflicting interests of society, over 
, Which he is called to exercise control. To legislate is the 
noblest employment in which he can be engaged, and the 
most difficult of satisfactory execution. 

It is so eyerywhere, but itis peculiarly so in a new and 
growing State, where the population is drawn from all parts 
of the “civilized globe, where the public policy and public 
institutions are just being established, and where different 
portions of the State are in different conditions of progress 
and development. It is a difficult taskto protect and advance 
the pioneer interests of our western settlements, and also 
encourage, and establish on a substantial basis, the commercial 
and manufacturing interests of the old counties, by general 
laws, that shall operate equally and beneficently upon all. It 
is not an easy matter to lay strong and deep the foundations 
of the educational institutions of a new State, and to rear 
thereon superstructures, that shall honor the State and bless 
mankind. The duty of restoring reason to those who are 
bereft of it, of giving sight to the blind and hearing to the 
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deaf, by the establishment and proper endowment of charita- .. 
ble institutions ; of repressing evil; of punishing crime; of 
stimulating industry ; of protecting. publie virtue, and of 
maintaining the integrity of the State sovereignty, cannot be 
exercised withónt inenrring grave responsibilities. 
Governmentis established for the protection of the governed. 
Dot that protection does not consist merely in the enforcement 
of laws against injury to the person and property. Men do . 
not make a voltintary abnegation of their natural rights, simply 
that those rights may be protected by the body politic. It 
reaches more vital interests than those of property. Its great- 
est object is to elevate and ennoble the citizen. It would fall 
far short of, its-design if it did not disseminate intelligence, 
and build up the moral energies of the people. It is organ- 
ized “to establish justice, promote tlie public welfare and 
secure tie blessings of liberty.” It is designed tò- foster the 
instincts.of truth, justice and philanthropy, that are implanted 
. in our véry natures, and Dom which aff constitutions and all 
laws derive their validity and^value. It should. afford moral 
as well as physical protection, by educating the rising genera- 
tion; by encoufaging industry and sobriety’; ; by steadfastly 
adhering to the right;and by:being ever true to the instincts 
of freedom and humanity. 
^ To accomplish these high aims of government, the first 
` requisite is ample provision for the education of the youth of 
the State. The common-school fund of the State should be 
scrupulously preserved, andy more efficient system of com- 
mon schools than wenow have'’should be adopted. The State 
should see to it that the elements of education, like the ele- 
ments of universal nature, are abovejaround, and beneath all. 
Tt is agreed that the safety and perpetuity.of our repub- 
lican institutions depends upon the diffusion of intelligence 
 $mong the masses of, tle people: The'statisties of. the peni- 
tentiaries and alms-houses throughout the cóuntry, abundantly 
show, that, education is-the best preventiyo , of pauperism and ; 
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' "crime. They show, also, that the prevention‘of those evils is 

' much less expensive than the punishment of the one, and the 
relief of thé other. Education, too, is the great equalizer of 
human conditions. Jt places the poor on an equality with 
therich. [t subjects the appetites and passions of the rich to 
the restraints of reason and conscience, and thus prepares 
each for a career of usefulness and honor. Every consideration, 
therefore, of duty and policy, impels us to sustain the common 
schools ofthe State in the highest possible efficiency, 


I am convinced: that the publie schools should be supported 


by taxation of property, and that the present ratesystem should 
be abolished. Under the present system of a per capita tax 
"upon the scholars, the children of the poor are in a measure 
excluded from the benefit of the schools, whilst the children of 
the opulent are withdrawn from chem to be educated in private 
institutions. Property is the only legitimate subject of taxa- 
tion. It has its duties, as well as its rights. It needs the 
conservative influences of education, and should be made to 
pay for its own protection. 

I suggest the propriety of establishing in each school dis- 
trict in the State, a district school library. 1 believe that an 
act appropriating to each district a small sum of money for 
this purpose, provided the district would appropriate an equal 
amount, would be received by the people with the highest satis- 
faction. It would establish in each district complying with 
the provisions of the aet, a nucleus, around which in a few 
years would be -gathered respectable libraries that would be 
accessible to all. These libraries would be great aids in the 
diffusion of general intelligence. . 

lain not informed of the amount or condition of the Univer- 
sity fund of the State. It is known, however, that a munifi- 
cent grant of land was made be Congress for the establish- 
ment of a seminary of learning; that a large part of those 
lands has been sold, and that the proceeds have never bech 
applied te -any specific use, except the sum of five thousand 
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dollars heretofore granted to the Medical School at Keokuk. X 
think the time has come when steps should be takento carry out 
the design of Cohgress in making the grant. If the State 
can ever establish an institution of learning, it can be done 
under as favorable aüsplces now, as atany future time. I do 
not believe it to be sound policy, to'establish a literary institu- 
tion that shall come into rivalry with the various denomina- 
tional colleges, now struggling into existence. Those institutions 
should be encouraged, and not depressed. They can and will 
edueate the young "men who wish to enter the professions of 
law, physic and divinity. But the State has a greater want, 
than of lawyers and doctors. She wants educhted farmers and 
mechanics, engineérs, architects, chemists, metallurgists and 
geologists, She needs men engaged in the practical duties of 
life, who have conquered their professions, and who are able to 
impart their knowledge to others. She wants farmers who 
shall be familiar with the principles of chemistry, as applied 
to agriculture ;. architects and mechanics, who will adorn her 
with edifices worthy of so fair a land; and engineers and 
geologists who will develop her resources, and thus augment 
the wealth and happiness of her citizens. . This want can only 
he supplied by the establishment of a school of applied sciences. 
I have no hesitation, therefore, in recommending that the 
University fund be appropriated to establish a practical scien- 
tific or polytechnic school. | 

The State and County agricultural societies are doing much 
to improve agriculture and the industrial arts, and deserve en- 
' couragement from the government. 

E General Assembly cannot be too urgently ealled on. to 
take immediate steps to establish State charitable institutions- 
According to the most reliable information, there are now more 
than one “hundred pauper insano persons in the State. One 
half of these are confined in the common jails, and are thus 

“placed beyond even a reasonable expectation of recovery ` the 
vther moiety ate roaming at large, a terror tc:thelr friends and 
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neighbors, sua oy exposure to exciting causes rendering their 
disease hopelessly incurable. Every dictate of humanity— 
every principle of sound public policy—demands, that the State. 
should make immediate provision for the care and treatment of 
this‘unfortunate class of our fellow citizens. 

There can be no question of a desire on the part of the people 
of the State, that their constitution should be amended. It is 
needless at this time to allude to the arguments that may be 
urged in favor of a change in that instrument. The amend- 
ments can only be made by a constitutional convention. The 
only question now presented is, shall the people have the pri- 
vilege of determining for themselves, at the ballot box, whether 
they want revision and amendment at all? Not a single 
valid argument can be urged against this proposition. A sub- 
mission of the question of revision to the people can be attended 
with mo expense, for, according to the Constitution, it must be 
done at a general election. If the decision, therefore, is against 
revision, the State will sustain no injury; if in favor of it, the 
genuine doctrine of popular sovereignty will be vindicated. 

There is a strong public sentiment in favor of a radical ` 
change of the present laws regulating the manufacture and 
sale ofintoxicating liquors. Every friend of humanity earnestly 
desires that something may be done to dry up the streams of - 
‘bitterness that this traffic now pours over the land. I haveno 
doubt that a prohibitory law may be enacted, that wil avoid 
all constitutional objections, and meet the approval of a vast 
majority of the people of the Stato. 

The public mind has been, and is now, greatly excited on 
the subject of slavery in the territories ef the United States. 
At the last session of Congress, that solemn compact, known 
as the Missouri Compromise, which had existed more than 
thirty years without any attempt to disturb it—which was 
passed at the instance of the South—and which the people of 
the whole country have been taught by the great expounders 
‘ef the Constitution, to regard as inviolable as the most sacred 
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‘provisions of that instrument itself, —was repealed. By thai 
. compromise, all that portion of the original territory of Louisiana 
that lay north of the parallel of 36 degrees 30 minutes, was 
forever dedicated to freedom. By its repeal itis attempted to 
subject that vast domain to the withering influences of African 
slavery. 
This only compromise that favored freedom was ruthlessly 
violated by the very men who were most clamorous for the 
maintenance of every compromise that favored slavery. It was 
done in defiance of the remonstrances of the people, and by a 
palpable violation of parliamentary rules. The motive with 
which it was done is apparent. Whilst its few supporters in 
the North attempt to justify the act, and shield the perpetrators 
from reproach, by appealing to the doctrine of popular 
sovereignty, lis principal supporters in the South utterly 
repudiate that doctrine, and openly avow that they will never 
. submit to it. The primary motive was to extend the area of 
slave territory, and thus. give a political supremacy to the 
slave-holding states, by virtue of. representation of slayg pro- 
perty. ^ T 
The federal government was established “to secure the bless- 


ings of liberty,” and not to perpetuate and extend human bond-. 


age. Its founders intended to confine slavery to its then 
existing limits, It was with this scttled conviction of the 
policy of the government, and with the universal opinion, more: 
. over, that new territory could not be acquired by pur- 
chase, that the several States consented to that provision of 
the Constitution, which allows three-fifths of the slave 
population of the country to be enumerated, as the basis 
of representation in the electoral colleges, and in the House of 
Representatives. But, without any change of the Constitution, 
ithe whole policy of the government seems to be changed on this 
subject. Vagt territories have been acquired. live new slavo 
states have been admitted into the Union from territory pur- 
chased with the'common treasure of the country. The number 
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of slaves has increased from 697,897 in 1790, to 3,204,313 a 


.1850, now represented by twenty-oné votes in the electoral 


colleges and in Congress. 


I trust that there is no citizen of Iowa, who desires the gen- 
eral government to interfere with slavery in the States of ‘this 
D Aion; It is a local institution, and to the States that main- 
tain it, belong its responsibilities and "its perils. But whilst 
the people of the North should scrupulously regard the rights 
of others, they should manfully maintain their own. They 
are recreant to their own interests ; they betray the rights of 
their posterity ; they give a fatal blow to the principles of free 
and equal government, when they consent to the creation ot 
aew slave States and a consequent further representation of 
slave property. 

The removal of that great landmark of freedom, the Mis- 
souri Compromisé line—when it had been sacredly observed 
until slavery had acquired every inch of soil south of it, has 
presented the aggressive character of that system broadly be- * 
fore the country. It has shown that all eompromises with 
slavery, that are designed to favor freedom, are mereropes of 
sand, to be broken by the first wave of passion or interest 
that may roll from theSouth. It has forced upon the country 
an issue between free labor, political equality and manhood ` 
on the one hand ; and on the other, slave labor, political deg- 


V radation and wrong. It becomes the people of the free States 


to meet that issue resolutely, calmly, and with a sense of the 
momentous consequences that will How from its decision. To 
every elector, in view of that issue, might appropriately be 
applied the injunetion anciently addressed to the Jewish 
King: “Be strong, and shew thyself a man.” 

It is both the interest and duty of the free States to prevent 
the increase and extension of the slave element of power, by 
every constitutional means. To.do so successfully, they must 
adhere to the principles of the founders of the Republic. Ti 
the view of those principles, slavery is a local institution, de- 
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pending wholly on State laws for its existence and continu- 
ance. Freedom being the natural condition ef all men; and nó 
authority being delegated to the general government to establish 
or protect slavery, Congress can pass nolaw establishing or 
protecting if in the territories. if congress can pass no such 
Yaw, much less can it delegate such authority to the territorial 
legislatures, over whose acts it has ever exercised a supervisory 
and restraining power. By a wide departure from constitutional 
principles, slavery has been tolerated in some of the territories. 
Let such tolerationforever ceasc. Letthe government be brought 
back to its original purity. Let the principle be authoritatively 
announced and persistently adhered to, that there can be no 
slavery outside of State sovereignties. Let the government, in 
allits relations, be divorced from tho system, and the agitation 
of this subject will cease, the conscience of the North will be 
quieted, and the rights of the people of the South fully sustained. 
Tt is only by an entire disconnection of the general government 
from the institution of slavery, that the people of the | free States 
can find safety and honor. Inno other way can they maintain 


their political equality, and stand acquitted before the bar of an ~ 


enlightened public sentiment. 

It becomes the State of lowa,—the only free child of the 
Missouri Compromise—to let the world know that she values 
the blessings that compromise has secured to her, and that shë 
will never consent to become a party to the nationalization of 
slavery. 

I desire to co-operate with the General Assembly in every 
ineasure that may tend to promote the prosperity of the State. 

I trust thatour mutual counsels wil be characterized by 
dalmness and prudence; and 1 devoutly pray, that in our respec 
tive spher es, We may bé guided by “that wisdom which is fromm. 
abore.” 
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: EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 
December 22, 1854, 

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE— 

I regret that it is impossible for me to give a satisfactory ` 
| reply to your resolution of the; 19th instant, calling upon me 
| for information in relation to the deaf, dumb, blind and i insane, 
| inthis State, The information at my command, in regard to 
| their "number and condition,” is very limited, and not of the 
| most reliable character. From the census returns, however, 
| of 1850, and from other data, a calculation may be made that 
wil probably approximate the true “number.” The “condi. 
| tion of a large majority of them is unknown. 
| The returns of the State census, for 1854, show but twenty 

eight deaf and dumb; forty seven insane, twenty seven blind, 
and no idiots in the Stato, Many of the counties are not re- 
ported at at all, and others are only partially reported. The 
county of Lee, for instance, is reported as containing no insane 
persens, whilst, according to the letter of Judge Johnstone, 
| {hereto appended) there were at the very time the census was 
| taken, eight lunatics kept at the county charge, four of whom 
were confined in the common jail According to his letter 
| there are not less than sixteen lunatics in the. county of Lee 
alone. Mr. Bacon, Superintendent of the Blind Asylum, is 
satisfied that there have been as great errors in the enumera- 
| tiea of the blind. He is of the opinion, that there are not less 


than two hundred blind persons in the State, of all ages, and 
accompanying this, is a list of such as are personally known to 
him. 
There are unquestionably as great errors in the enumera- 
tion of the deaf and dumb. 
About two years ago, Professor McGugin, of Keokuk, whose 
efforts to ameliorate the condition ofthe insane of our State, 
' deserve the commendation of every humane and christian man, 
attempted to ascertain their true number. To this end, in con- 
junction with Judges Lowe and Johnstone, he addressed circu- 
lars to every county in the State, containing inquiries as to the 
age, sex, &c., of each lunatic. Replies were received from on- 
ly twelve counties, and from none of the most populous 1n the 
- State. It appeared, from the returns made to him, that in the 
counties of Muscatine, Boone, Mahaska, Louisa, Scott, Davis, 
Marion, Dallas, Fayette, Henry, Iowa and Clinton, there were 
thirty seven of these unfortunate persons, or within ten ofthe 
- number, reported as within the entire State, in 1854. 


' Another evidence of the incorrectness of the returns, for 

1854, is the fact that the number of insane persons does not 
correspond with the usual proportion of that class, to the gen- 
eral population ofthe United States. The returns show but 
one lunatic in 6,880 of our population, whilst the census of 
1850, shows that in the population of 23,191,073, there were 
15,763, Íhsabé, or one in 1,470 of the inhabitants. 

According to the national census of 1850, there were then: 
domiciled, within the State, fifty nine deaf and dumb persons, 
fifty blind, forty two insane, and ninety four idiots. 

The idiotic and the insane, were doubtless, in many instan- 

~ees, classed together, Indeed it is frequently very difficult to 
draw the line of distinction between those whose mental pow- 
ers are naturally beclouded, and those who. have been bereft of 
their reason by extraneous and accidental causes. The total 
population of the State, in 1850, was 192,214. The population 
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in May last, exceeded 326,000, Since then there has been a 
large increase. But taking 330,000, as the present aggregate 
population of the State, and admitting that these unfortunate 
classes of persons have increased in proportion to the general 
population, there must now be one hundred and thirty deaf and 
dumb, one hundred and twelve blind persons, ninety five tuna- 
tics, and two hundred and eleven idiots. Allowing that one | 
half of the idiots should properly be classed with the insane, 
and we would then have two hundred and one insane persons in 
:he State, or one in 1622, of our population, which is about the 
aroportion in other western States. This number, also, corres- 
vonds very nearly with the proportion in the State of Indiana, 
where it is one in 1,707, and is supported by information deri- 
ved from intelligent citizens residing in different portions of our 
State. e 
These lunatics are in various conditions, of disease and treat- 
ment, but a large majority of them are wholly uncared for, or 
else confined in loathsome jails, in company with felons and 
outlaws. Professor McGugin, giving an account of his investi- 
gations into their condition, in a letter to me, of the 14th inst., 
says, he found many "confined in jails, and there incarcerated 
in felon’s cells, not for any crimes they had perpetrated, but 
because they were unfortunate endugh to have lost their reason 
and the power of self control. Pome of these unfortunates 
were among the most respectable, mor al and intelligent of our 
citizens; nay, more, itis well known tha£ some of those now in 
confinement, in our county jails, are accomplished and intelli- 
gent ladies, Others are confined in small tenements, or small 
apartments, poorly warmed or ventilated, here kept confined 
and secluded, while that terrible malady was being visited upon 
them without a hope of recovery.” 
In regard to the erection of buildings, I have but few sug- 
gestions to make. ' I am an advocate for economy. But I con- 
esive, that it would be the poorest possible economy to erect 
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any other than the most substantial buildings. Unlike the 
deaf, dumb and blind, insane persons cannot be kept in ordin- 
ary buildings. Structures must be erected for their special 
use and treatment. 

I think it would be wise to appoint Commissioners of intel- 
ligence and character, with authority to visit asylums for the 
insane in other States, to obtain plans for proper buildings, 
and to lay these plans before the Superintendents of those asy- 
lums, for sueh ¡suggestions as their experience may dictate. 
Improvements are being constantly made in the construction, 
ventilation and heating of such structures, and the State should 
avail herself of all such improvements. 


It should be borne in mind, that it will be but a few years 
before a second asylum for the insane, will be required. This 
unfortunate class will increase with the population of the State, 
Massachusetts, with a population of 094,514, has 1,661 insane, 
or ohe in 604, of her population. She has three asylums filled 
to overflowing.. 

Vermont, with 314,120 souls, not as many as there are 
now in the State of Iowa, has five hundred and sixty insane, 
or one in 569, of her population. Ohiois now erecting two new 
asylums, one in the northern and another in the southern part 
of the State. Our State asylum, therefore, should be located 
with a view to the future increase of the number. 

Four years ago, the General Assembly devoted the Saline 
lands of the State, to the establishment of an insane asylum. 
I have sought to ascertain the amount of money received from 
"the portion of the lands sold, and the amount and eondition of 
the lands yet unsold. Ilearn from the Treasurer of State, 
that the amount of this fund paid into his hands is $14,855 60, 
of which ho has paid under an act of the.General Assembly, to 
the Medical School, at Keokuk, $5,000, leaving now in the 
Treasury $9,855 60. 


h find that no officer, of tha State is. entrusted, with the man- 
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agement and charge of the Saline lands. No one knows the 
amount sold and unsold; the amount yet secured to the State, 
nor the amount claimed by the State. I suggest that these 
lands be committed to the control of some State Officer. 
JAMES W. GRIMES. 
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REPLY OF JUDGE JOHNSTONE. 
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To Governor GrIMES— 
Dear SIR: 

I hasten to reply to your inquiries respecting the number, 
Go, of the insane in Lee county. 

There are, at present, eight of these unfortunate persons 
kept at the public charge. Four of them have been confined, 
during the past season, and still are, in the county jail, and 
` four remain at the county farm. You are aware that sec. 862. 
chap. 50 of the code of Iowa, requires, that such persons, when: 
dangerous, &c. shall be confined in jail, a most iniproper place. 
in my judgment. Such confinement is calculated generally t« 
inerease, rather than to alleviate their malady. 

There are, in our county, about cight or ten more insane per- 
sons, in addition to those above mentioned, kept and provided 
for by their friends. From the information I have on the sub- 
ject, I believe many of the insane of Lee county might be resto- 
red to reason, if placed under proper treatment. 

About a year ago, Dr. McGugin, Judge Lowe, and myself, 
addressed:a circular letter to the several judges, and other offi- 
cers, throughout the State, requesting information in regard to 
the number, condition, &c., of the insane in their several coun- 
. ties. The replies were directed to be addressed to Dr. McGu- 
gin, of Keokuk, from whom much intelligence on the subject - 
might be obtained. I can only say now, that I am inclined to 
believe, from the information thus received, and otherwise, that 
"here are from one to two hundred insane persons in the State. 


9 
Doping that the Legislative Assembly, now in session, may 
not adjourn until ample provision has been made for this unfor- | 
sunate class of our fellow beings. ; 
. I remain very respectfully yours, 
EDWARD JOHNSTONE, 


Judge of Lec county, Towa. 
Joes be Iowa, Dec. 19, 1854, 


List of blind persons in the State known to the Superintendent 
of ihe Blind Asylum. 


Lee, - - - - ce =- - 
Van Buren, - - - - - 
Davis, - - - - - - - 
Page, - - - - - - 
Desmoines, 
Henry, - 7 " - - - 
Jefferson, - - ~ - 2 - 
Wapello, 20 7. 2 0. 
Monroe, LC 
Louisa, - - - - - - 
Washington, - - - - = 
Keokuk, 
Marion, - - - - - - 
Muscatine, 1 - - - - 
Scott, - -` -= - =- - 
Clinton, j 
Cedar, - - - - = - 
Johnson, - >- - -a a 
Towa, - - - - - - 
Jackson, 


Jones, -  - o - - 
Linn, - - - - - «= - - 
Marshall, o 
Dubuque, - - - - - - 
Clayton, =-  - - -« - - 
Poweshiek, - - - - «+ 
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SECRETARY'S REPLY. 


meone e 


Secrerary's Orrice, Iowa, } 
Iowa City, December 21,1854. f 
His Excellency, Góv. GRIMES— 

Sir: In compliance with your request, I herewith furnish 
you a statement of sales of the Saline lands belonging to this 
State, so far as the same have been reported to this offiee, by the 
School Fund Commissioners of the counties in which the Saline 
lands lie, which reports were made to me at my request, as I 
have no control whatever, over the actions of those Commission- 
ers, in the disposition of sale of these lands, or the payment of 
the proceeds thereof into the State Treasury, nor to require re- 
ports of sales to be made; but on your suggestion I wrote to 
the School Fund Commissioners, for the information contamed 
inthe enclosed statement. 

Very respectfully, 
GEORGE W.MeCLEARY, > 
| Secretary of State. 
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Statement of sales of Saline Lands, belonging to the State or 


Jowa. 
| TE 
Counties. No. of acres of | Cash received for Amount of credits or 
lands sold i lands sold. |o sales of lands 
DON. 

A ppanoose, 2040 | $20 50: $752 fu" 
Lucas, , 6,640 58-100: 21:5 25 6,176 72 
Van Buren, ^. ' 640 | A60 00! 1,107 00 
Wayne, ; 1,148 82-100; TES GS 1,436 5: 

i 
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11,969 62100 $6,265 48! ` $0532 75 
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Rules of the Senate, 


ORDER OF DAILY DUSINESS. 


After the Journal is read, the following order shall govern: 

1. Petitions or memorials to be offered. 

2. Resolutions. 

9. Reports of Committees. - 

4. Communications on the President's table. . 

5. Reports in possession of the Senate which offer grounds 
for a bill. ' 

6. Bills or other matters before the Senate, unfinished the 
preceding day. 

7. The general file of bills, and other papers agreeably to 
their introduction into the Senate. 


» 


STANDING RULES. 


1. The President shall take the Chair at the hour to which 
the Senate is adjourned, and call the members to order; and if 
a quorum be present, he shall direct the journals of the preced- 
ing day men read, and mistakes, if any, corrected. He shall 
preserve order and decorum,.and decide all questions of order, 
subject to an appeal to the Senate. 

2. One fourth of the members may have a call of the Senate, 
and absent members sent for. 

3. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, viz: “Ag 
many as are of opinion that (us the question may be) say aye.” 
And after the afirmative voice is expressed, “As many as are 
of the contrary opinion say no.” the President doubt, or & 
division be called for, the Senate shall divide—those in the 


»* 
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affirmative of the question shall first rise from their seats, and 
afterwards those in the nezative. 


4. All motions (except to adjourn pestyone or commit) s' all 
be reduced to writing, if required hy any neuber of the Senate. 
Avy motion may be withirawn before it 18 amended by the 
Senate. 


5. Every ‘member present. when a vote is put, shall vote, 
unless he shall, for special cause be excused by a vote of the 
Senate ; but no member shall vote on any question in the event 
of which he is directly and personally intere-ted, or in any 
_ ease where he was not present when the question was put. 


6. When a member is about to speak in debate, or deliver any 
matter to the Senate; he shall avise from his seat, and respect 
fully address himself ta Mr, President, and shall confine him- 
self to the question under debate, avoid personalities, and the 
imputation of improper motives. 


q 


7. When a questian is. under debate, no motion shall be re- 
ceived but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for thé previous ques- 
tien, to postpone indefinitely; which several motions shall have 
precedence in the order in which they are arranged ; and no 
motion to postpone to a certain dav, to commit, or to postpone 
indefinitely, being decided, shall be again allowed, on the same 

¿day and at the same stage of the bill or proposition. 


8. The previous question shall be in this form, “Shall the 
main question be now put?" It shall only be admitted when 
demanded by a majority of the members present, and its effects 
shall be to put an end to all debate, and bring the Senate to a 
* direct vote upon amendments, reported by a committee, if any; 
then upon pending amendments, and then upon the main ques- 
tion. f , 

9. A motion to adjourn, to lay on the table, ang, for the 
previous question, shall he decided without debate; and all 
incidental questions of order, ais ng after a motion is made 
for the previous question, and pending such motion, shall be 
decided, whether on appeal op otherwise, without debate. 


10. Any member may call for the division of a question, 
which shall he divided, if it comprehend propositions in sub- 
stance so distinct, that one heing taken away a substantive pro- 
position shall remain for the decision of the Senate. “A motion 


to strike out and insert shall be deemed indivisible; but a mo- 
tion to strike out being lost, shall preclude neither amendment, 
nor a motion to strike out and insert, 

11. Every bill shall be introduced on the report of a com- 
mittee, or by motion for leáve, on giving at least one day's 
previous notice. Every bill shall receive three several readings 
previous t» its passage; but no bill shall have its second and 
third readings on the same day, without a suspension of this 
rule. 

12. The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and 
if objections he male to it, the question shall be “ Shall the bill 
be rejected ?" If no objections be made, or the question to reject 
be lost, the bill shall go to its second reading without further | 
question. ; 


13. Upon the second reading of a bill or resolution, the 
President shall state it as ready for commitment or engross- 
ment; and if committed, then the question shall be whether to 
à select or standinz committee, or a committee of the whole, If 
to a committee of the whole, the Senate thall determine on what 
day.  Dutif the bill be ordered to be engrossed, the Senate 
shall appoint a day when it shall be read the third time. No 
bill or resolution, requiring the concurrence of both houses, 
shall be committed or amended, until it shall have been twice 
read. 


14, When a question is lost on engrossing a bill for a third 
reading on a particular day, it shall not preclude a question to 
engross it for a third reading on a different day. Una third 
reading of a bill or resolution, no amendment (except to fill a 
blank) shall be, received, except by unanimous consent of the 
, members present. 


15. A bill or resolution may be committed at any time pre- 
vius to lts passage, 


16. In filling blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall 
be the first put. 


17. When a motion or question has been decided in the 
affirmative or negative, any member having voted with the 
mej xrity may move a reconsideration the same or a succeeding 
ay. : : 

18. Before acting on executive business, the Senate Chamber 
shall be cleared, by direction of the President, of all persons 
except members, the Secretary and Sergeant-at-Arms; the 
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members enjoined to observe secrecy, and the Secretary and 
Sergeant-at- Arms to be sworn. 

19. No standing rule or order of the Senate shall be re- 
seinded or suspended, except by a vote of three fourths of the 
members present. 

20. The rules of parliamentary practice comprised in Jeffer- 
son’s Manva!, shall govern the ~enate in all cases to-which 
they are apphea!le, and in which they are not inconsistent 
with the standing rules and orders of the 7 enate, and the joint 
rules of the + enate and House oi Represeatatives. 


Standing Committees 


WAYS AND MEANS. 
Messrs. Shields, Hillis, Preston, Coolbaugh, and Sanders. 


t. 


| JUDICIARY. 


Messrs. Love, Browning, Preston, Hamilton and Test. 


= 


FEDERAL RELATIONS. 
Mesars. Udell, McAchran, Coop, Wilkinson and Love. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, 
Messrs. Coolbaugh, Park, Thurston, Matthews and Shields, - 


MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


Messrs. Ramsay, Needham, Birge, Fulton and Cleaver. 


SCHOOLS. 


Messrs. Preston, Browning, Clark, Anderson and Udell. 


ROADS. 
Messrs. Lucas, Park, McCulloch, Fulton and Hogan. 


ELECTIONS. 


Messrs. Test Needham, Udell, Sanders and Ramsay. 


ENROLLED -BILIS. 
Messrs, Matthews and Thurston. 


8 
ENGROSSED BILLS. 


Messrs. Sehramm and Workman. 


AGRICULTURE, 
Messrs. Coop, McCrory, Bryan, Hillis and McCulloch, 


COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 
Messrs. Thurston, Hogan, Bryan, Wilkinson and Matthews. 


INCORPORATIONS, 
Messrs. Birge, Sanders, Clark, Anderson and .MeCulloch. 


NEW COUNTIES. 


Messrs. Workman, Fulton, Lucas, Schramm and Cleaver. 


Messrs. McAchran, Shields, Schramm, Birge and Ramsay. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 
Messrs. Needham, Thurston, Cleaver, Coolbaugh and Test. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 
Messrs. Hamilton, Lucas, Park, Coop and Workman. 


CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS, 
Messrs. Browning, Love, Bryan, McCrory and Hamilton. 


/; STATE LIBRARY. 
Messrs. Clark, McAchran, Love, Hogan and McCrory. 
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RULES OF THE SENATE : : 


WITH THE 


JOINT RULES OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY! 
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RULES OF THE SENATE. ` y 


te 

ORDER OF DAILY BUSINESS. S 

After the journal is read, the following order shall govern: d 
1st—Petitions or memorials to be offered. f 
9nd—Resolutions. d 
3rd—Reports of Committees. y 


4th—Communications on the President's table. 
5th—Reports in possession of the penale which offer grounds forti 


bill. 
6th— Bills or other matters before the mm and unfinished tle 
preceding day. — - | y] 


7th—The general file of bills, and other papers agreeably to theg 
introduction into the Senate. i 


| . 
STANDING RULES. a 


1. The President shall take the chair at the hour to which the Ser 
ate is adjourned and call the members to order; and if a quorum H 
present he shall direct the journals of the preceding day to be read 
and mistakes if any corrected. He shall preserve order and decorw $ 
and decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the Sonat 

2. One fourth of the members may have a call of the Senate, an! 
absent members sent for. j 

3. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, viz: “As many d 
are of opinion that (as the question may be) say aye.” And after m 
affirmative voice is expressed, “as many as are of the contrary opin’ 
ion, say no.” Ifthe President doubt, or a division be called for, ax 
Senate shall divide—those in the affirmative of tha question sha 
first rise from their seats, and afterwards those in the negative. 

4.-All motions (except to adjourn, postpone or commit) shall b 
reduced to writing, if required by any member of the Senate. ‘An 
motion may be withdrawn before it is amended by the Senate. : 
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5. Every member present when a question ís put shall vote unless 
El shall, for special cause, be excused by a vote of the Senate; but no 
“mber shall vote on:any question in the évent of which he is directly 
d personally interested, or in any case where he was not present 
i ien the question was put, 
ZS 6. When a member is about to speak in debate, or deliver any mat- 
T -to the Senate, he shall arise from his seat, and respectfully address 
a, nself to Mr. President, and shall confine himself to the question 
& der debate, avoid personalities, and d imputation of improper 
; ‘tives. 
a 7. When a question is sudes debate no inodo shall be received, 
' t to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous question, to post- 
4 ne to a day certain, to commit or amend, to postpone indefinitely ; 
" _xich several motions shall have precedence in the order in which 
«y ey are arranged; and no motion to postpone to a day certain, to 
7 mmít, or to postpone indefinitely, being decided, shall be again al- 
` ved, on the same day, and at diss same stage of the bill ar proposi- 


A 
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. 8. The previous greo shall be in -this form, * Shall the main 
, estion be now put.” It shall only be admitted when demanded by 
majority of the members present, and its effects shall be to put au 

: d to ali debate, and bring the Senate to a direct vote upon amend- 

mts reported by a committee, if any, then upon pending amend- 

‘nts, and then upon the main question. 

9. A motion to adjourn, to lay on the table, and for the previous 
testion, shall be decided without debate, and all incidental questions 
i order, arising-after a motion is made for the previous question, and 

nding such motion, shall be decided, whether on appeal or other- 

se, without debate. 

10. Any member may call for a division of a question, which shall 
-s divided, if it comprehend propositions in substance so distinct that 

e being taken away, a substantive proposition shall remain for the 

-cision of the Senate. A motion to strike out and insert shall be 
emed indivisible; buta motion to strike out being lost, shall pre- 
ude neither amendments nor a motion to strike out and insert. 

11. Every bill shall-be introduced on the report of a committee, or 

^motion for leave, on giving atleast one day's previous notice.— 

“very bill shall receive three several readings previous to its passage; 


5 
but no bill shall have its second and third readings on the same | 
without a suspension of this rule. P 

12. The first reading of-a bill shall be for information, and if ob! 
tions be made to it, the question shall be “Shall the bill be rejecte; 
if no objections be made, or the question to reject be lost, the 1 
shall go to its second reading without further question. 

13. Upon the seeond reading of a bill or resolution the Presid’ 
shall state it as ready for commitment or engrossment, and if er 
mitted then the question shall be, whether to a select or stand 
committee, or a committee of the whole. If to a committee of ' 
whole, the Senate shall determine on what day. Butif the bill 
ordered to be engrossed the Senate shall appoint the day whe 
shall be read the third time. No bill or resolution requiring the é - 
currence of both houses shall be committed or amended unti 
shall have been twice read. ` 

14. When a question is lost on engrossing a bill for a third re 
ing on a particular day, it shall not preclude a question to engl. 
it for a third reading on a different day. On a third reading o 
bill or resolution, no amendment (except to fill blanks) shall be' 
ceived; except by unanimous consent of the members present. ` 

15. A bill or resolution may be committed at any time previou 
its passage. 

16. Infilling blanks the largestsumand longest timeshall be first 
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17. When a motion or question has been decided in the affirma 
or negative, any member having voted with the majority may mo 
reconsideration, the same or a succeeding day. 

18. Before acting on executive business the Senate Chamber 
be cleared by direction of the President, of all persons except m: 
bers, the Secretary and Sergeant-at-arms, the members aad 
observe secrecy, and the Secretary and Sergeant-at-arms to be s 

19. No standing rule or order of the Senate shall be rescinded, 
suspended, except by a vote of three-fourths of the members prest 

20. The rules of parliamentary practice comprised in Jeffers¢ 
Manual, shall govern the Senate i in all cases to which they are ap. 
cable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the standing rt 
and orders of the Senate, and the joint rules of the Senate and Hd 
of Representatives, 


| JOINT RULES. 


. .In every case of an amendment of a bill, agreed to in one House 

* dissented from in the other, if either House shall request a con- 
B ice, and appoint a committee for that purpose, and the other 
se shall also appoint a.committee to confer, such committee shall 

j ¡convenient hour, to be agreed upon by their chairman, meet and 
*' . to each other, verbally or in writing, as either shall choose, the 
1 bs of their respective Houses for and against the amendment, 


‘confer freely thereon. 


` When a message shall be sent from the Senate to the House of 
*esentatives, it shall be announced at the door of the House by 
. Joor-keeper, and shall be respectfully communicated to the Chair 
+ ne person with whom it may be sent. 
í The same ceremony shall, be observed when a message shall be 
'from the House of Representatives to the Senate. 
- All messages from one House to the other, shall be sent by the 
ES of the Senate, Clerk of the House, or their respective as- 
nts. 
* After a bill shall have passed both Houses, it shall be duly en- 
“a by the Secretary or Clerk of the House in which it originated, 
fre it shall be presented to the Governor. * 
* When bills are enrolled, they shall be examined by a joint com- 
t ke of two from the Senate and two from the House of Represen- 
Jes, appointed as a Standing Committee for that purpose, who 
1 carefully compare the enrollment with the engrossed bills, as 
edi inthe two llouses, and, correcting any errors that may be 
vovered in the enrolled bills, make their report forthwith to the 
«se in which the bill originated. 
x After examination and report, each bill shall be signed in the 
sective Houses; first by the Speaker of the House then by the 
ident of the Senate. 
- After a bill shall have been thus signed in each House, it shall 
` resented by the said committee to the Governor for his approba- 


| y 
tion, it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, certifying in w 
House the sáme originated, which endorsement shall be signed by 
Secretary of the House in which the same did originate, and sha 
entered on the journal of each House; the said committee shall re 
the day of presentation to the Governor, which shall also be entere 
the journal of each House. 

9. All orders, resolutions and votes which are to be present 
the Governor for his approbation, shall also, in the same manne 
previously enrolled, examined and signed, and shall be present 
the same manner, and by the same committee, as provided in c 
of bills. 

10. When a bill or resolution which shall have been passed in: 
House, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be given tc 
House in which the same may have passed. 

11. When a bill or resolution which has been passed in one Hc 
is rejected in the other, it shall not be brought in during the.s 
session without notice of five days, and leave of two-thirds of 
House in which it shall be renewed. 

12. Each House shall transmit to the other all papers on w 
any bill or resolution may be founded. 

18. After each House shall have adhered to their disagreemet. 
bill or resolution is lost. 

:14. When bills which may have passed one House, are ordere. 
be printed in the other, a greater number of copies shall not be pri ` 
than be necessary for the use of the house making the order. 

15. All messages, reports, or other documents presented to ei. 
House, for general information, and, ordered to be printed by £ 
House, shall, when printed, be for the use of both Houses. ^ 

16. It shall be the duty of the Chief Clerk of the House or the} 
retary of the Senate, when any such document is ordered to be prit, 
in their respective Houses, forthwith to communicate such orde” 
the other, so that the same order may not be made in both House: 

17. In all elections in joint convention of both branches of ` 
General Assembly, the names of the members of both branches s 
be arranged together in alphabetical order, and be called upon to * 
in the order in which they shall ad arranged. 
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o. Eon, M. L. Pisukm, 
President of the Senate ; 
Sin: I herewith present for the use of the Sonate, a inbular 
' State for the year 1554. 
Very respecibilly, voar obedi nt servant, 


: GEO. W MeCLEAXRY, 
Secretary of State. 
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WARDEN'S REPORT. 


To the Honorable, 
the Legislature of the State of Towa; 


ENTLEMEN ` 

The Warden of the Iowa Penitentiary would most respect- 
fully present the following report of the Institution now under 
his charge. 

On my taking charge of the prison, February 1st, A. D. 
1858, there remained in prison eight convicts ; twenty-seven 
others have been See to Beptember 30th, 1854, making 
the total number, thirty-five. 

During which time there has been discharged, as follows, 
to wit: 


. By expiration of sentence, | 5 
“ pardon, i n 
* order of Court, i 2 
* escapes, e 2 
* death, 1 


, Leaving in confinement, September, 30th, A. D. 
1854, * 18 A 
. Total,  —. 8 
nexed find statements A B and C, showing the number 
of convicts received, discharged, escaped, dr, ; also the num- 
ber of days, and the manner in which they were employed ; 
the liabilities and assets of the prison. . 
Since I have taken charge of the prison, there have been | 
but two escapes, Asa Kingsberry and Horace Vanorder.-- 
The unfinished condition of the prison renders it very unsafe 
for the keeping of convicts, although there has been no es- 
eapes for more than twelve months; they have been kept 
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only by the untiring watchfulness of the guards, in whose 
praise Í cannot speak in too high terms for the faithful per- 
tormance of the duties assigned them. The duties of Deputy 
Warden are constant and arduous ; he is required to be con- 
stantly on duty and see that each prisoner is safely locked up 
in his cell, and that the night guard performs his duty, -The 
present pay ofthe Deputy Warden is but twenty-five (995) 
dollars per month ; and in my humble opinion, is not ade. 
quate to the services performed. I would, therefore, suggest 
fo your honorable body, the propriety of making an addi- 
tional allowance for his services. : 

Under an act of the ee approved January 13th, 
1853, the Inspectors and Warden leased or hired to Messrs. 
J. H. Winterbotham and W. D. Headly, the labor of all the 
eonvicts, that is or may be received in the prison for the 
term of ten years, commencing on the first day of June, ‘A. D. 
1854, and ending May 31st, 1864, at thirty cents per day for 
each laboring hand, for the first year, and thirty-five cents 
per day for the remaining nine years. 

There is now completed in prison thirty cells. Eighteen 
are now occupied, leaving but twelve empty, which in 211 
probability will be filled the coming winter. 


Your honorable body will see the. necessity of making an 
appropriation for building additional eells; eighteen being 
required to complete the lower tier, the cost of each cell be- 
ing about two hundred and fifty dollars. 


In the contract with Messrs. J. H Winterbotham and W. 
D. Headly, we agreed to furnish sufficient shop room for 
working convicts to advantage, we found it was necessary to 
put an additional story on the work shops, of 100 by 20 feet. 
The work has been commenced, and will soon be finished, at 
a cost of about fifteen hundred dollars, to which I call the at- 


tention of your honorable body, and. ask an appropriation for 
the same. i 


Ihave now employed four Aaa three for the day and 
one for the night watch, the salaries of the former being thir- 
ty dollars per month, and the latter thirty-five, making the 
total salaries of guards one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
per month, and will be necessary for to employ an additional - 
guard for the work-shops, by next spring, if not sooner. 

The ordinary expenses of the prison, including salaries of 
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gnards, provision, clothing, bedding, lights, fuel, &c.. will 
amount to three thousand five hundred dollars per annum. 
The receipts for convict labor will be about two thousand dol- 
lars per annum, leaving a balance against the prison of fifteen 
hundred dollars per annum. 

I would "suggest to your honorable body the propriety of 
appointing a committee to visit the prison during the present 
session, I would be pleased to receive them and give any 
and all information in my power in regard to the prison, and 
think it would result in the benefit of the prison and that of 
the State. Accompanying this is the report of the attending 
Physician, whose untiring efforts and attention to the sick is 
, Worthy of praise. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
GEORGE GRIGSBY, 


Warden Jowa Penitentiary. 
ATTEST, 
WILLIAM WINTER, 


Clerk. 


D 


pr 


THE STATE OFIOWA, | 
County or Lex. y 
George Grigsby being duly sworn makes oath and says 
that the within contains a true statement of the affairs of the 
lowa Penitentiary, from the first day of February, A. D. 1853, 
to the 30th day of September, A, D. 1854. 
GEORGE GRIGSBY, Warden. 
Sworn to and Subscribed before me, this 30th day of Novem- 
ber, A. D. 1854. 
—— In witness whereof I have hereto set my 
| pg | hand, and affixed the Seal of the District 
|] 77 § Court of said county, at Fort Madison, this 
——— 80th day of November, A. D. 1854. 
; SAMUEL A. JAMES, 
Clerk of the District Court, Lee County, Iowa. 
Br D. H. Le Szaz, Deputy. 
We the undersigned Inspectors of the Iowa Penitentiary of 
the State of Iowa hereby certify the foregoing Report to be 


correct. 
JAMES D. EADS. 
Chairman of the Board of Inspectors of Iowa Penitentiary. 
Joun K. Scuwarrz, Inspector. 
l D 
To tae Boarp or Issrecrors ano Warden or Iowa Dest. 
TENTIARY. i 
Gentlemen:—At my appointment as Physician to the Iowa 
Penitentiary, I found the'physieal constitution of the inmates 
in general good health ; since that time considerable sickness 
has occurred. The character of disease that prevailed for 
the first year, was principally fever of .an intermittent type, 
and yielded easily to the treatment employed. During the 
summer and fall following, the exciting cause of disease of 
the alimentary canal elsewhere, has caused its occurence in 


> 


the prison in an increased proportion, owing to close confine- , 


ment, and a want of a variety in diet. Hence a majority of 
eases were of a diarrhaal character, some few cases of inter- 
mittent fever occurred. In all, the number of cases that re- 
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‘quired treatment were seventy, ont of which one proved fatal. 


James L. Aylward died on the 25th of August 1854, of ady- 
namic fever; his general health was .considerably impaired 
when received into the prison, and was unableto perform 
regular labor. 


It is not supposed that prison life is favorable to sound 
health. Close confinement has a depressing influence upon 
the mental and physical constitution, and occasionally pro- 
duces serious disease. There is great need of a suitable hos- 
pital for the use of thesick. .At present none for that purpose 
exists, except the night cells. I “would suggest the propriety 
of having one established as soon as conveniet as it would 
greatly contribute to the salutary treatment ofthe sick. Noth- 
ing aids the physician more in the treatment of disease, than 
a large room, well ventilated, with every thing clean and com- 
fortable. Fresh air, good nursing, and proper food, are im- 
portant auxiliaries in the successful management of disease. 
Without these aids, the physician, however skillfol, will find. 
that disease will more frequently prove fatal. 


Before my. appointment, no attention was given to the ex- 
amination of convicts attheir reception into the prison. I 
have endeavored to comply with the rules ofthe Penitentiary - 
in this respect ; and have examined up to date twenty-four, 
all of whom were in general good health, except three.— 
“Those of impaired health are as ; follows: 


James L. Aylward, debility of general constitution. 


Daniel Tansy, predisposed to ‘consumption, ‘(phthisis pul- 
monalis); and, 

J. Jasper Holcomb, constitution impaired by intemperance 
and chronic rheumatism. 

Jn concluding this report, I take pleasure in expressing my 


i 


am’ i , Senate Doc. No. 1. 
acknowledgments to the Warden and officers for their co-ope 
ration in the discharge of the duties of my office. — : 
All of whichis respectfully Submitted. —. 
A. M.STAYMAN, M. D. 
_Jowa Penitentiary, Oct. ist, 1854, 


a 


bo 


—- — we 0l; = = — — 


No. Names of Convicts. 


1 

2 Wm. Broady, 

3 Hans Gottch, 

4 Wm. Vanorder, 

5 Horace Vanorder, 

0 «Hiram Forbes, 

7 Bartholomew Forbes, 

8 Asa Kingsberry, 

9 Henry Se hworm, 
John Silverthorn, 

John H. T. Lease, 

iDan’l Tansey, 

iWin. Tansey, 

‘John Arnold, 

(Jackson €. Hunt, 
¡James Aylward, 
John Carney, 

Peter A. B. Dutell, 

19 |Varnum Jaquis, 1 

¡Jacob Hykus, 

21 James J. Holcomb, 

¡Fohn, McGinnis, 
Edward Britton, 
James Williams, 

Jos. Means, 

James Davis, 
Barnabas Lowell, 
Chas. W. Munson, 
29 

20 John T. Pearson, 
2 Ig ames Griffith, - 
2 Wm. Cunliffe, 

Jacob $. Collins, 

James Mace, 

Wellington Nichols, 


33 
31 
35 | 
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A A 
James B. MeCabe, 


When received. 


> "ro. 


October 16, 1802. 


Ke 95, 


N oy ember 2; 


| z 
December 9, 


; April Sth, 1853, 


t 
i 
H 
{ [14 
$ 


8th, 


¡August 20th, 


[44 
ce 


« 


September 22,“ 


22, « 


October 8rd, 
& Sth, 
“o 8th, 
« 29th, 


November 6, 
t£ 


J une 1 Sth, ee 


Ce See 


16, 
April 9th, 1854, 
| * 24th, 
Andrew B. Armstrong, May 19th, 


& 


D? 

" 96th, © 
« 90th, ^ 
¡June 16th, i 
Hi 21st, & 
¡September 24,“ 


Di 


~ 


| 
| 
| 


Sentence. 


County sent om | 


id 


Occupation. 
à 


Age. 


. Nativity. — 
I 


Detaining a letter. Three months. | U. States. ¡ Millwright. 45 yrs.| Ohio. 
Passing counterfeit money. Five years. Dubuque. Cooper. 30 
Grand Lar ceny. Six months. Bez, Tailor. 98 | a . 
Four years. Cooper. 48 E ew York. 
Morse stealing. Two * t Laborer. | iT 
+ ii Two “ ; Blacksmith. 24 « H 
Grand Larceny. Four * us Moulder. 27 E oe 
te se One * | E Steamboat cook. 18 | 
ét S Nine months. | “ Shoemaker. , 20 Bu Sek 
Larceny. a Two years. | Lee Ship Car penter. LN Pennsylvania 
Passing counterfeit coin. E Des Moines. | Maryland, 
- lar ceny. Six months. Johnson. Laborer. 18 : Indiana. 
Grand Larceny. Eight months. u « 31 
| Three years. | Dubuque Boatman. 96 .. | sit 
B is D e S Rafting. 26 | New York. 
Manslaughter. Five * | Des Moines. Stone Cutter. 49 s 
Murder in the second degree. | Fifteen “ Clinton. Laborer. 24 SEA : 
Horse stealing. Eighteen months. | Mahaska. Cooper. SCH | Indiana. > 
Larceny. Three years. | Clinton. Laborer. 22 New York 
Six months. E Shoemaker, 23 Pennsylvanix 
Assault with intent to kill. Three * Van Buren. Physician. 40 Georgia. 
Horse stealing. Two years, ' | Scott apes 25 Pennsylvania 
« & « a wr i cook. 18 
Burglary. Nine months. Linn. aborer. 39 Opio. - 
Horse stealing. Five years. Clayton. 21 d 
Robbery. Ten years. Alemakee. 23 (Indiana, 
Murderin the second degree. | Life. Story. e 64  ¡Ohio, * 
Grand larceny. - Thres years. | Marion. ee 22 Ohio. 
ssault with intent to eommit rape. Seven  * | Benton. “ 54. « 
Gr and lar cn Six months. | Scott. ee 30 England 
MAS 8 15 =‘ Indiana. 
iunt. Five years. Johnson. Blacksmith. 21 | England 
Obt'ing money under false pretence.! Six months. Warren, Carpenter. 40 | Ohio. ` 
Larceny. | Three years. | Clinton, Boatman. 29 BE inia. 
* Passing co counter feit b: bank notes. ! Ten Ten years. ER. Scott. | a d ot ; Michigan 
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No. 85, Wellington 1 Nichols, “alias d olingon, escaped from the Penitentiary, August it, 1351, and was retaken on 13th June 1854; was pardoned August 10th, 1854. 
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TABLE B.— 77e following Table shows the number cf convicts discharged by expiration of sentence, pardoned, escaped and deat. 


eee Ó——————  — 
A AA E e SE E E E Ee E A A A gee a 


| 
No. | 
| 


* A me — — oo 


‘Garret S. Smith, 
Charles F. Kelly, 
Wm. Broady, 
‘Wm. Vanorder, 
Horace Vanorder. 
Hiram Forbes, 
'Bartholomew Forbes. 

H Asa Kingsherry, 

Henry Schworm, 

John A. Silverthorn, 
Wm. Porter. alias Jewett. 
James B. McCabe. 

3 John IL T. Lease, 

James M. Hurm, 

John C. Herriman, 

Ifans Gotteh, 

Stephen Lindley. 

George Rynearson, 
Daniel Tansey, 

Wm. Lawson; 

Wm. Pearce, 

Henry Bliss. 

Wm. Tansev, 

James J. Ticlecand, 
Jacob Hyrkus, 

26 Peter A. D. Duta, 


27 James Williams, 


- ID, Cte Co LS ki 


James ‘Ay Iward, 
Horace Vanor den, 
Asa Kingsberry, 


Names of Convicts. 


| Diseharged by Expiration of 


Sentence. 
` October 30th, 1852. © 


(a) 
(ab) 


January 15th. 1858. 
f 


May Sth, 1853. 


ES 28th, 
Judgment reversed July 13th, 1853 
Sept. 15th, 1853. 


Dee, ith, s 
Jan. 2d, 1854. 


J udgment reyersed Jan. 17th, 1854: 


28 Wellington Nichols, alias Johnson. 
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pil pa imate gi E EEN E ESA Gare MR ROS 


Nos. 
9n 24th January, 1858. 


t 


Those marked (a) escaped on the nights of the 2 
again escaped on the 24th January. 1853, 


25th July, 1858, 


—— 


2d December, 1352, 


Pardoned. 


ree Sy dyes ————————Á— ——— 
arsi te promi, 
' 


April 18th, 1853. 


Juda 19th, © 
pu Tth, ZS 


Sept. 21st, S 


Jan. 4th, 1854. 


June 1th. 


Aug. 10th, * 


i August 25th, 185 


Escaped. | Deaths. 


Í 


Dec, 22d, 1852 
^ [44 


1 
i 
| 
, 
H 
i 
, 


PP 


i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
J an. 24th, 18 185 " 
[44 i N 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
l 
| 
| 
i 
| 
i 
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July 25th, 1853. 


LEE 


en 


H 


80 and 31 were retaken on the Gth and 10th February, 1852, Nos, 3 and 10 retaken the 6th and 17th January, 1858, ani iss 


and 24th January, 1853. Those marked (6) were aiken d 
Those marked (e) were retaken on the Gth and 10th of February, and again escaped on’ 
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TABLE 0.—Zíme Register of the Iowa, Penitentiary, from 
February 1st, 1853, to September 30th, 1854, showing the 
number of days employed by convicts. 


e 


sico. 


a Ia la la [ess 

2 15 |y le (ale 

Ehe so (EISE A 

ec) En E ër of ga; ES; 

Belda Bs Eglécalo 

Eg B| oS | eps E 

Months. Pala E pra e S ecu e 
3$8|3 |S |M] ZEA B 

S |s © "8 SERIES 

$ ls le ls (724a 

a IS la la IR" 

February, 1853, | 160 | 14 |33 |38 |245 | 43 
March, ` * |9298 | 8 |35 |831 |297 | 44 
April, « | 9781-9 1012 32 |27 |8348 | 52 
May, « 96014 59 |4184 26 |887 | 74 
June, « | 9644-4! 201-4 4212) 26 | 353 3. 
July, « | 9091-4 1614, 25 13 95 |276 | 45 
August — * | 17214 85 |1734 27 122 | 3 
September, “: | 14714] 573-4) 171-2, 21 1-2; 250 30 
October, ^ * | 17212 57 |84 134 | 20719! 61 
November, * |275 |27 |27 |52 |381 | 62 
December, “ | 2798-4 801-2 443-4! 54 |409 | 61 
. January, 1854, | 216 | 95 187 152 |380 | 65 
February, e“ | 1831-2 23 | 82 |45 2831-9 52 
March, | «€ |2235 |18 |51 |27 |316 | 56 
April, « |179 ]|4584| 6114] 30 |316 | 68 
May, « (94614 57 |49 40. |39214 59 
June, « 35614 321-9 391-4 35 | 463 | TL 
July, « |99984| T1 | 513-4 81 | 3831-2) 110 
August, © |81434194 | 1519) 30 |48414 15 
September, * | 289. E 18 ¡29 | 450 69 
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11686 1-21835 1-£|705 1-2,686 1-2:6914 K 
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Statement showing the indebtedness and assets of the Prison 
on, the 30th September, A. D., 1854. 


‘Total amount.of as- Total indebtedness 
sets to Sept. 30th, to Sept. 30, 1854, $1510 324 
1854, $1074 733 1074 732 
Of the above amount, prob- 8435 5 59 


ably $250 cannot be collected, 
being ald.contracted accounts. | 


OF THE 


.JOINT COMMITTEE 


~ APPOINTED TO VISIT THE 


lowa Penitentiary. 


\ 


IOWA CITY: 
D. A. MAHONY & J. B. DORK; STATE PRINTERS, - 
1855, 


f 
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REPOR T. 


The Joint Committee appointed by the Legislature, to visis 
and inspect the Penitentiary, have performed that duty, and 
submit the following report. 

Your Committee examined the Books and accounts of the 
prison, and found them to be correct, so far as they relate te 
the affairs of the prison under the Sg of the pres- 
ent Warden, Geo. Grigsby. 

Your Committee found the following to be the state of the 
prison accounts, as shown by the books: 

Indebtedness of the prison, February Ist, 

1853, at which time Mr. Grigsy took 


possession, $1,385 11` 
Indebtedness from Feb. Ist to Oct. 
1st, 1853, as follows:, 

For Provisions, $288 79 
Clothing and bedding, 423 64 
Lights and fuel, 143 39 
Building and repairs, 657 80 
Salaries, - $50 00 
Hospital, ` 40 59 
Books for Library 22 60* 
Materials and tools for workshop and | 

miscellaneous expenses, 158 24 


dw ` 
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Indebtedness from Oct. 1st, 1853, to 
Oct. 1st, 1854, as follows : 


For Provisions, 581 75 
Clothing and Bedding 184 49 
Lights and Fuel 121 40 
Building and repairs . 2638 24 
Salaries hoo | 862 19 | 
Hospital | 155 19 
Materials and tools for Workshop, 

and miscellanies, 439 81 


—— 4,933 17 


2. d 7 

Total amotnt of ‘prison indebtedness, 
Oct, Ist, 1854, 8403 34 

Amount paid by Grigsby, from Feb. 1st, s 
"1853, to Oct. 1st, .I854, as shown dy 


his vouchers; E Doo 5,609 S85 : 
Total, 2,198 49 
Deduct from this, the amount paid C. D. . 


Gage by theAuditor of State, for prison 
cells, which amount is charged against 
the prison, but no credit given, as the 
money did nof come into the hands 


of the Warden, ° | 1,662 50 
| l 1,130 99 

Add balance due Warden, as shown by 
the books and accompanying account, 444 23 
Total amount of prison indebtedness, $1,575 99 


To meet this amount, your committee 

find that there was due from the con- 

tractors for labor of convicts, on the 

Ist of October, 1854, the mmm of $386 91 
Due for keeping' U.'S. ccnvict, 287 50 
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' Due from’R. Quinton, former warden, ` 288 35 

Probable amount due from other sources, 50 00 

Probable amount which will be due from 
contractors for labor of convicts on Ist 


of January, 1855 275 00 
———-  1,232:78 
Total amount‘of present indebtedness, 842 46 
Add probable cost of finishing workshop, f 
due contractors, d i 1,500 00 
Total indebtedness, i $1,842 46 


The amount of appropriation necessary to liquidate the in- 
debtedness of the prison, on the 1st day of January, 1855, 
your committee find to be the sum of $1,842 46. 

There are now completed in the prison thirty cells, and it 
will require eighteen more to finish the lower tier, according 
to the original design of the building. The cell room is de- 
signed to coñtain three tiers of cells, : forty-eight in each tier, 
making i in all one hundred and forty-four cells. Your com- 
mittee are of the opinion that an appropriation should be 
made to finish the lower tier of cells immediately. The es- 
timated cost of each cell is $230, which is‘ the’ cost'of those 
already constructed. The probable increase in the number of 
convicts for the next twò years, will make the construction ' of 
those additional cells absolutely necessary. 


There is no suitable provision made for thé reception, of 
female convicts, if such there should be; and’ although their 
proportion to the males is always small, yet your committee 
deem it important that somé preparation should be made for 
them. The prison is also destitute of a hospital, dining-toom, 
and kitehen. The room occupied at present as a dining-room 
and kitchen, is in the basement of the workshop, and is totally 
inadequate to the purposé. Besides, that‘rodm -will goon be . 
wanted forother purposes, especially if the eonttattérs Eudeebd - 
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in establishing extensive manufactories, us they design. The 
female ward, hospital, dining-room and kitchen, should consti- 
tute one building, two stories high, ,extending north from the 
north-west corner of the main building, in the form of a wing. 
Phe dining-róom and kitchen should occupy the lower story, 
“and the hospital and female ward the upper. Its dimensions 
should be about 160 feet in length by 40 in width, and it 
“should be constructed of the same material, and be the same 
style of architecture as the main building, except the inside 
wall, whish might be of brick. The cost of such an addition 
to the prison, your committee find from reliable sources, to be 
about $6,000 00, which amount they recommend should be 
appropriated for the purpose. 

Your committee find that the wall enclosing the prison 
yard, is of inch oak plank, about 14 feet high, and enclosing 
a space of about 210 feet by 180. 

The space enclosed by the wall, is barely large enough for 
present purposes; the yard will require to be enlarged, as the 
number of prisoners increase. Owing to the nature of the 
ground, the yard cannot be much enlarged east and west, or 
in the direction of the length of the main building, but addi- 
tional area can be obtained by removing the north or end wall. 
The wall surrounding the yard, must ultimately be construct- 
ed of stone or brick, and will involve considerable expense ; 
in view of which, your committee would recommend that the 
building of a permanent exterior wall, be postponed, till the 
necessities of the prison require a larger space to be enclosed. 
The present wall, (or rather fence) is sufficlent to secure the 
prisoners during the day, by employing an increased force. 

This force consists at present of four day guards and one 
night guard, which number is considered by the Wane as 
sufficient. 

The day guards are on duty during the day, um are sta- 
tioned so as to command a view of the whole extent of the 


T 


wall. The night guard is on duty during the night, i in tho 
cell room, 

Your committee find thet sufficient regard has not been + 

“heretofore had, for the comfort of the prisoners in regard to 
beds and bedding. While every precaution should be taken 
to prevent the escape of the convict, he should not be treated 
with undue severity, nor his personal comfort neglected; His 
situation within the gloomy walls of a prison is snfliciently 
unfortunate to excite the sympathy of the philanthropist, and 
to induce such treatment as will secure to him the greatest 
possible amount of comfort not inconsistent with his perfect 
security. Your committee therefore recommend an appro- 
priation sufficient to have constructed for each cell a neat and 
substantial bedstead, and sufficient bedding for two changes- 
to cover which the sum of two hundred dollars will be suffi- 
cient, 

Your Committee, in the above remarke, del not mean ta bo 
understood as conveying a charge against the Warden. - It is 
the belief of the Committee iLat he has done all that he could 
with the means in his power, and to ameliorate the condition 
of the guilty but unfortunate beings consigned to his keeping. 

While upon the subject of the personal treatment of the 
prisoners, confined in the penitentiary, your committee deem 
it important to call the attention of the Legislature to the du- 
ty of providing some means for their moral culture. 

The object of the penal code in inflicting imprisonment, 
is not only to punish crime, but as far as possible to reform 
the criminal, Every dictate of humanity, to say nothing of 
religion, requires that all the means within our power shonld 
be used to develop moral sentiments in the heart of the im- 
prisoned convict, so that, when he is turned out upon the world, 
at the expiration of his term, he may go forth a wiser and a 
better man. One of these means undoubtedly 19, religious in- 
struction, and the usual exercises of public devotion. 
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Xour committee, Aherefore, recommend that it be made the 
duty of the Warden and Inspectors of the prison, to exiploy a 


. minister of the gospel to preach to the convicts, in the prison 


-onca on eyery Sabbath, and that the sum of one hundred dol- 


lara per annum he appropriated for that purpose. Pa 


Your committee.find that the manner. of. inus the ac- 


- counts of the prison is defective, and that some diflienlty was 


DN 


therefore found by them, in arriving at the true státe of its 
affairs. inorder to simplify the books, and enable the Inspec- 


" tors to ascertain, at any time, and with ease, the financial con- 
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.dition of the prison, your committee would recommend that a 
‘separate account be kept, of each of the following items of ex- 
„pense; viz: provisions, clothing and bedding, lights and Zuel, 
- salaries, hospital, building and repairs. and miscellínies. 
' Your committes-do not deem it necessary to embody their 


ideas on this subject in a bill, being satisfied that the Warden 
and Clerk will promptly act upon this recommendation. 


Your committed further report, that from examination of 
the ¿onvict register, there háve been received from Sept. 29d, 
1849, to Nov. Sth, 1854; sixty-seven convicts, of which : num- 


ber, | 


.4>u-.88 wereintemperate. ^ — T 3 4 x 
^10 moderate drinkers. - d ; 
- 17 temperate. Soy 
2 unknown. "D ME 


— e, A qus "Sege f 
pi this number, - ; 
^ 26 were married. 
1 91 unmnarried. puc i 
10 unknown. + à 


€ gg 


et . 
No register of conviets was kept prior to Sept. 22d; 1849. 
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Your committee append hereto the following time register 
of the Iowa Peniteñtiary;' from February. 1st, de September 
30th, À. D. 1858, i 


23 


ES Pa jogo lg “pee, 
| US 2 @ o eich 
4 "a E Zi iA SE 
, EG c, 8. g Po Ecke 
ES | ¿E 943 Sery 
wR ge) DE | eS | £2 [5245 
2 133 | Se | 35 | 82 5288 
A ES 8-3 E gH 13 Eg 
vk aE | $$ | d E ER? E EGET 
E -Z Zi - Z 8 Zi oO | je3 S Qe. 
February, 160 14 |. 33 i 33 p 245 
March, | 228 8 35 | 81 "297 
April, | “278s 10i 32 27. | 208 
ay, 2601; — 59 413 28 | 387 
une, 2643} — 201 | 491] — 98 | 353 
July, * ' 2004! — 163 254; 25 | ' 276 
. August, 1724 35 | 174 | 27 | 252 
.. September, 1474] — 97 Via], 273 SCH 
' 17193) 9153 | aa | 2274] . 2408 
=== oo ee 


_ The, above table only exhibits the working days, Sabbath 
not included. The total number of days, Sabbath included, 
. during the above time, is two thousand seven hundred and 
fifty-four, (2754). We find the rations, during this time, cost - 
about nine cents and eight mills, for each prisoner, per day, : 
a fraction less than the cost of rations for the fiscal year, end- 
' ing September 30th, A. D. 1854, The cost for rations, the 
“hwo preceding years, was about eleven gents for each prisoner, 
¿ per day; making a saving in favor of this year of about two 
"ments per day, on each prisoner. 
- Your committee, ım conclusion, submit the following esti- 
mate of appropriations necessary for the support of the prison, 
! and the completion of the contemplated improvements, for the 
“next two years, viz: 
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For the general support of the prison, 
including the salaries of the guards, per , 
annum, $3,500 60 ` 

Deduct from this the probable amount to 

. to be derived from convict labor, 2,000 00 


Leaving the appropriation for one year, $1500 00 


General support for two years, $3,000 00 
, Salary of Warden for two years, 1,000 00 
* Deputy Warden “ 960 00 
“ Clerk, « 120 00 
s geen, bi 700 00 
* Chaplain, « 200 00 
* Hospital expenses, 200 00 
RE — 3,780 00 
Amount due the centractors for complet- 
ing workshop, ` 1,500 00 
Amount of present indebtedness, 342 46 
Cost of 18 cells, at $230 each, ` 4,140 00 
* of beds for cells, 20u 00 
Cost ofthe wing, to contain female wards, 
Hospital, dining room, dc. 7,714 00 


$20,676 46 


ESTIMATED COST OF HOSPITAL. 


Stone wall 200 feet long, by 22 feet high, « $2,551 50 
For brick wall, 160 feet long, 987 00 
Foundation for brick wall, i 176 00 
Materials for roof, and balding same, 1,500 00 
32 grate windows, at £50 each, 1,600 00 
Window srames. materials and making same, 100 00 
2 partition brick walls, 150 00 
Window sash and glass, . 175 00 
* 
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Materials and work for laying two floors, 40 by 40, 300 00 


Three ineide doors, 100 00 
For inside windows, 75 00 
$7,714 50 
L M. PRESTON, Chairman. 
WM. DEWEY, 
J. P; EDIE. 


The undersigned, members of the above committee, cannot 
fully coneur in the recommendation expressed by the majori- 
ty of said committee, in respect to the appropriation, at the 
present session of the General Assembly, for the erection of 
an hospital building—believing that’ said appropriation can 
be safely deferred for two years. | 
M. T. WILLIAMS, 
A. H. McCRARY. 


REPORT 
OF THE’ 


OVERSEERS 


us OF THE - 


BLIND ASYLUM 


OF THE. | 
State of Towa. 
TO THE: GENERAL ASSEMBLY.. 


DECEMBER. 33th, 4854. 


JAMES D..EADS,. President. . 
GEORGE W. McCLEARY, Secretary.” 
JAMES W. GOWN,- Treasurer. 
MORGAN KENO, 2 sop Teese. 

JOHN McCADDEN,. j. 
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IOWA CITY: 
BY A, MAHONY & J. B. DORR, STATE PRINTERS. 
18.3 4,. 


GENTLEMEN or tah SENATÉ, ` 
AND House or REPRESENTATIVES * 


Às required by section nine, chapter twenty-six, of an ac 
for the establishment of an Asylum for the Blind, approvet 
January 18,1853, we beg leaveto make the following Report : 

We organized the Asylum for the instruction of tlie blind 
at as early à day as practicable after the passage of the law 
establishing the same, by appointing Prof. S. Bacon, Princi- 

al; Prof. $. J. Gittinger, Teacher of Music, and Mrs. Bacon, 
atron. 

The Institution was opened for the reception of pupils on 
the fourth day of April, 1853. The first session continued 
about fourteen months, at which time we ordered a vacation 
until the fourth of September, 1854, when the present session 
"commenced, 

Since the opening of the Asylum forthe reception of pupils, 
there have been twenty-three admitted, a list of whom you 
“will find attached to this Report, marked “ A.” : 

Donations to the Asylum ‘you will find marked “B” A 
table, showing the receipts and disbursements, you will also 
find attached, marked “GC,” | 

It has been with the greatest difficulty that we could pro- 
cure suitable buildings for the accommodation of the pupils, 
and it is utterly impossible for a large class to be accommo- 
dated with our present buildings, 

We would most earnestly and respectfully urge the neces- 
sity of making the necessary appropriations the present session 
of tite Legislature, for the erection of suitable buildings for: 
the aecommodation and instruction of this unfortunate portion 
of our citizens; also, a sufficient amount to support the In- 
stitution in its present condition until the erection of new and 
guitable buildings. 


- The teachers connected with the Asylum appear to be de- 
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voted to the interests of the Institution, and také special care » 
of the mental and moral training of the pupils under their - 
charge. 

The pupils have made rapid ‘progress in their educational 
and mechanical departments, even far beyond the expectation . 
of the most sanguine triends.of the enterprise. 

We think it weuld be good policy to so amend .the law, . 
establishing the Asylum for the blind, as to do away with all 
distinctions between the rich and poor, as we have found by 
long experience that all educational .enterprises sueceed best 
where all distinctions, between rich and poor are abolished, , 
and where allthe pupils can enter the school upon.an equal 
footing. ' : : 

It is unpleasant. to be poor, but itis humiliating in the ex- 
treme to compel poor persons to have a record of their pov- 
erty made in our connty courts .befere they can send their 
untortunate children to a school where they can be taught to 
read and understand all about the world they livé ‘in, which 
is all utter darkness to them, and thereby become intelligent 
and useful citizens. 

We refer you to the Report of the Principal of the Asy- 
lum, which is made a part of.this Report, for a, more full and 
definite statement of the ‘workings of the Asylum. 

We ask that the name of the * Asylum for.the Blind” be 
changed to that of “Institution for the Instruction of the 
Blind” as we think the term Asylum inappropriate, as the - 
Institution is a school for the instruction of the blind, and : 
not an asylum... All of which is respectfully submitted. 

i JAMES D. EADS, President... 


Report of the Principal to the Overseers. 
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GENTLEMEN : 


- In presenting this Report, I do not conceive it neces- 
sary to give any arguments in favor of the establishment of 
institutions for the instruction of the unfortunate portion of 
the human family, when such institutions have multiplied 
with such unparalleled rapidity, and have been fostered with 

. Such care. 

From the most remote antiquity there have been numerous 
examples of the blind who were distinguished for their vari- 
ous acquirements, yet the idea of raising up institutions for . 
the instruction of the blind is of recent origin. Abbe Hoie 
has the honor of making the first attempt at any thing of the ` 
kind for the instruction of this unfortunate class of onr fellow 
beings. This was in the year 1784. Six years later, his 
school was taken under the patronage of the. French Govern- 
ment. Soon after this, schools were established in most of 
the European states. Preliminary steps were taken for the 
establishment of one by the citizens of Boston, in 1829; soon 
New York and Philadelphia followed in this benevolent en- 
terprise. From these have sprung the different institutions 
for the instruction of-the blind which are scattered through- 
out our happy country. There are now eighteen in the United 
States, and all but three orfour ot the States have made some 
provision for the education of the blind. 

This Institution was opened on the -fourth of April, A. D., 
1858, and continued in session until June 24th, 1854, when, 
by au direction, it was closed to open again on the fourth 

: of September, the commencement of the present session. 


In accordance with your instructions, I attended a conver- 
tion of the teachers of the blind, held in the city of New 
York on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of August, 1858. Many 
topics of interest were discussed, particularly that of printing 
for the blind. The Convention adjourned after appointing a 
committee to memoralize Congress for a grant of publie lands 
to aid in the building up and support of institutions for the 
instruction of the blind in the different States amd' Territories 
in the United States. ` 

Probably this was the first convention of the kind ever 

convened, and certainly it was the first in thiscountry. This 
convention was well attended, the Principals of fourteen In- 
stitutions were present, representing some twenty States. 
- While in New York I obtained several donations of books 
for this Institution, and made such purehases as you directed; 
yet we are in great need of more books, instruments, and 
other apparatus. The progress of the pupils is greatly re- 
tarded for the want of them, but P cannot urge their purchase 
without there are more means placed at your disposal. 

The course of instruction and division of time is as follows: 
The pupils rise a£ 53 o'clock, A. M, geography from 6 to 7 
e'clock, breakfast and recess from D to 8 o'clock, arithmetic 
and algebra from S to 9 o'clock; recessten minutes. One 
hour vocal music, ten minutes recess, one hour grammar and 
writing, one hour instrumental music and reading raised 
print, dine 193 o'eltck, P. M.; recess to 2 o'clock, P. M. 
From 2 to 5 o'clock the pupils are engaged in some kind of 
work, the males inthemanufaeture of brooms, and the females 
in sewing, knitting, and bead work. Supper at 54 o'clock, 
recess to 7, from 7 to 8- o'clock, history. Younger pupils re- 
tire at 9 o'clock, the older ones at 10 o'clock, P.M. In addi- 
tion to tlie above course, the pupils receive instruction on the. 
piano forte, and a small class in geometry. The news of the 
day are read to the entire class from the various papers sent 
to the Institntion gratis. The pupils evince a great interest 
in their different pursuits, and feel thankful that there is a 
place provided for their education. 

The discipline is-mild, but firm, free from corporeal punish- - 
inent. The plan of instruction is by lectures and interroga- 
tion. No séctarian views are taught, but a due reverence and 
respect. fox. the Supreme Being is inculcated at all times-in. 
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the Institution. If the weather will permit, all the pupils are 
expected to attend church on the Lord’s day. 

Generally, our household has been healthy, not one of the . 
members of the Institution has lostaday from school on account 
of sickness. Thisis alittle remarkable, asthe blind, from their 
sedentary habits, arepredisposed to diseases of various kinds 
persons who have their sight are not subject to. The number 
of pupils has not increased so fast as we could desire for sev- 
eral reasons. First, for the want of means. ho make the proper 
exertions to induce them to leave their homes. Secondly, the 
objection of parents to comply with the law; and, lastly, for 
the want of room to-accommodate then. 

I would most respectfully suggest the propriety of changing 
the name of the Institution from “ Asylum for the Blind,” to 
that of “Institution for the Instruction of the Blind,” for it 
is not an Asylum, and the repealing of Sec. 5, of the law 
establishing Asylum, or so far asit makes a distinction be- 
tween rich and poor, a distinction which is very prejudicial 
to the interests of any institution of learning. 

14 is true thereis not much to be feared from the above dis- 
tinction at present, as it is not likely there is a single blind 
person in the State whe is really able to defray the expenses 
attending an education. Tt is worse than useless to require the 
parents to produce a certificate of their inability to defray 
the expenses of educating their blind child, for all look upon 
this as a degradation, which some. will not submit to, prefer- 
riug to rear their children in ignorance, thereby adding to the 
misfortune of physical blindness that of mental darkness.— 
Iowa stands alone among the Western States in this restric- 
tion. It is to be hoped that she will adopt as liberal a policy 
as that of her sister States, educating all her blind, deaf and 
dumb free of charges. 

It is with pleasure that I can speak iu the highest terms of 
praise in regard to the conduet of all under my charge. 

A. Keithley, Teacher of Mechanics, discontinued his con- 
nection with the Institution on the 16th of Getober last. His 
place has been temporarily supplied by C. M. Lee. The pupils 

ive made fine progress wader their Music Teacher, T. J. 
‘Gittinger, who bids fair to become a superior instructor in 
that branch. | 

The duties of Matron and Housekeeper have been dis- 


| 
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«charged by Mrs. Bacon since the opening of the school in 
"this city. .Some change should be made, for the duties to be 
performed by the Matron are so onerous that I would most 
respectfully recommend the appóintment of an assistant Ma- 

+ tron, s: SG l 

As to the policy, pursued in this Institution, I can only say 
that I have had bnt one object in view, and that is to better 
the condition of the blind, and thereby place them in their 
true character, before the public, and. in so doing, make them 
intelligent and useful citizens, 

It is confidently believed that the blind, with the proper - 
instructions, will be-able to maintain themselves free of charge 
from their friends or the State. .There will be as few excep- 
tions among this unfortunate class, according to their numbers, 
as among those who have their sight. a 

Many experiments will yet have to be:made, as the edu- 
cation of the blind is yet only in its infaney, but this Insti- 
tution has the experience of many others -before it, and our 
endeavors shall be to avoid all the errors of the past; and i: 
we should fail in our effort, it-will be a lack ot judgment, and 

- not of intent on our part. 

I can not close this Report without respectfully urging uj- 
on you the necessity of the erection of a suitable building for 
the school. "The one we now occupy is the largest that could 
be obtained in the city. It is now filled to its utmost capac- 
ity, even more than prudence would admit if we could do 
otherwise. If we should have a protracted case of sickness 
among our number, it would be impossible to attend to it in 
the house, It is utterly impossible to carry out the design of 
the Legislature in educating the blind of Iowa, without a suit- 
able building for the reception of scholars. 

In the erection of a building, 1 would, therefore, respect- 
fully recommend the selection of some eligible site in the city, 
and that it be large enough to accommodate at least fifty pu- 
pils. Probably this will be sufficiently large for several years, 
and when it beeomes insufficient to supply the wants of the 
State, wa will be able'to erect more commodious and perma- 
nent ‘buildings, which will do credit to our young and grow- 
ing State, and locate the same to suit the convenience of our 
increasing eee ; and atthat time the old buildings can 
be disposed of with but little loss to the State. If a contrary 
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policy be pursued, it must be many years before the blind of 
our State can be received into school, and many of them will 
have passed the most important period of life before receiv- 
ing instruction, and the evil, in many cases, will be irrepara- 
ble ; and to prevent this;the blind of Iowa most respectfully 
and earnestly call upon -you, their legal guardians, to make 
an effort to increase the capacity of this Institution to impart. 
instruction to them. 

In conclusion, allow me, gentlemen, to express to you'the 
hope that the good understanding and kindness which has 
marked your intercourse with me may be continued. All of 
which is respeetinlly submitted. 


S. BACON, Principal. 
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Names. 


James A. Gilliland, ; 


Agnes Walters, 

d osephine Porter, 
Mary Bushnell, 
William Gunn, 

S. L. Grady, 

A. Lett, 

Rhoda Bowen, 
John Stafford, 
William Adair, 
Mary Trimble, 
John Bonn, 

Mary Ann Bonn, 
John Cisnee, 
Thomas Duff, 
Jacob Niermeyer, 
James Itonalson, 
Albert "Terwilligar, 
Rebecca Camerc on, 
Phebe M. Caldwell, 
John Y. Wendell, 


Eliza Jane Stephenson, 


Joh ohn n Poff, _ 
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Residence, 


3 1 olingon county.’ 


143 
Hi 
[14 
D 
113 


ee n mon A 


. |Dates of Admission. 
^ April m 1853. 


[14 


seno H 1854. 


56 
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TB.]— Doxavioss ‘to the “Asylum for the Blind, located A 


Lowa City, Lowes 
3y the American Bible Society, 
2 copies of Bible and Psalms. 


By. D. S. Miller, of Philadelphia, 
6 copies of Common Prayer, 


^or t oa hal 
By T. Butler, of New York, 
.2 Copies of Common Prayer, 


Dy Ameriean Tract Society, 
Miscellaneous Books, 


-By American Sunday School Unica. 
«Miscellaneous Books, 


| 
| Keokuk Dispatch, 
Fairfield Ledger, 
. Lowa Capital Reporter, 
Lowa ee 
- Dubuque. Herald, 
.Miner's Express, 


-Total amount of Donations, 
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[O-]--Hecrrers" AND" DISBURSEMENTS of Blind Asylum, igs - 
cated. at Towa City; Lowa. - 


Appropriationby thecGeneral Assembly, . $2,000 06* 
Drawn on Pupils, . , 2889 56° 
Total amount of receipts, - $4,889 50: 


-~ * | 4 
For teachers’ salaries, rents, refers. and all other: 
expenses, and disbursements, i — —À 
Total amount, $4,889. 56 ` 
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STATE AGRICULTURAL 


SOCIETY. 


IOWA CITY: l 
P. A, MAHONY & J. B. DORR, STATE PRINTERS, 
-1854. 
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9b the General Assembly of the State of Towa. 
NOW $n, session $ 


The undersigned beg leave to represent that, at the organ- 
ization of the State Agricultural Society, at Fairfield, on the 
twenty-eighth day of December, 1853, they were appointed a 
committee to memorialize your honorable body in behalf of 
the same, and invoke that material aid requisite to enlarge 

the sphere of its usefulness, and place its continued existence 
upon a permanent basis, 

This duty the committee find a pleasure in performing, and 
would respectfully invite the attention of your honorable body 
to the following suggestions : 

First. That the State of Iowa is understood to be reported 
at the general land office at Washington city as possessing 
mure good cultivable land within her borders than any State 
in the Union. Thatseven-cighths of her population is now, 
and in all probability will continue to be engaged in the cul- 
tivation of her soil, that husbandry in its large sense must 
ever be the chief source of its wealth and power, and thus 
being the most comprehensive interest in the State, i$ should 
he upheld and fostered by State patronage and legislative en- 
couragement, 

Becond. The crowning merit of the present age is the great 
movement that is being made to elevate the standard of agri- 
culture, by bringing the light of the natural sciences to.the 
guidance of its “labors, and thus securing to husbandry its 
highest conception as a science aud as a system. It is the 
elear duty of this State to put herself in. accord. with thig 
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movement, by adopting the means necessary to accomplish 
the end, and making Iowa the first State in the Union, in a 
wise, vigorous, and successful system of husbandry, as she is 
jirst in the beauty of her plains and richness of her virgin soil. 

Third. Sixty year's experience of some of the older States 
have demonstrated the utility of state and county agricultural 
societies and public fairs, as an important means of develop- 
ing the capabilities of the soil, and the cultivation and treat- 
ment of its more useful animal and vegetable productions. 
Besides which it is known that they stimulate inquiry, excite 
to industry, promote good neiglborship, and a common sym- 
pathy among the tillers of the soil, whilst they increase the 
general thrift, production and wealth of the State. 

- Fourth. Both State and county agricultural societies in 
other States have and are now rendering liberal pecuniary 
support, where they are still kept up without abatement in 
interest, and to the manifest improvement of their domestic, 
animals, and the fertilizing agents of their soil, and that, too, 
when under the policy of these States large drafts have been 
constantly made npon their revenue for projects of internal 
improvements and public works, whereas a similar policy 
will not likely obtain in this State, as the experience of the 
past has taught us that these publie works can best be carried 
forward under the capital and enterprise of private associa- 
tions. 

Besides, it is known that the educational interest of the 
State is already liberalky provided for beyond any future con- 
tingency, that the public domain within our chartered limits 


` is rapidly being purchased up and occupied by the cultivators 


of the soil, which must as rapidly increase the revenue of the 
State, and which, under the policy adopted, will not be drawn 
upon for any considerable purpose beyond the current ex- 
penses of the State, (which is understood to, be exceedingly’ 
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economical, and in the judgment of the undersigned, too small: 
in many instances for the good of the public service.) 

For these, among other considerations which could be 
named, it does seem to the committee that the Legislature, at 
its present session, ought to extend in some suitable way its- 
fostering and efficient aid to the great farming interest of the 
State ; and, especially, that an annual appropriation of one 
thousand dollars may be made to advance the objects and 
praiseworthy aims of the State Agricultaral Society, which: 
the undersigned now represent. 

The committee cannot fail to state that this society held its. 
first annual fair at Fairfield, in Jefferson county, on the 25th 
day of October last, which, being the: first, and considering 
the unfavorable season for cropping, was highly creditable- 
both to the society and the State, and did challenge the admi- 
ration of all who had the pleasure of witnessing its exhibition.. 

Its expenses: and premiums were met by the contributions 
of individuals, the liberality of some of whom merit the great- 
est praise ; but it is asking and expecting too much of private 
individuals to uphold an institution whose benefactions are 
designed for the whole State, and the burthens of bestowing 
which should be at the common expense of the State. Until 
this is done, its most ardent friends hardly hope to see the 
society placed upon a sure and permanent basis. 

In behalf of this society, thercfore, the committee would in- 
vite your earnest attention and fav erable consideration of your 
respective bodies, referring you to the wisdom of those enact- 
ments which animated the legislators of other States. 

And the committee would feck that their duty was but half 
performed, if they omitted to suggest another method besides 
direct appropriations of money, which, in animportant sense, 
would be a very great auxiliary, not only in giving to county 
anf State agricultural societies their greatest utility, but: 


which. would bestow its benefits upon every farmer of the: 
* 
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State, and indirectly upon every citizen of the State. And 
thes «s the establishment of an agricultural bureau at the cape 
ital of the State, with a secretary and other officers attached, 
whose duties should be defined and prescribed by law. Such 
a department of State may not be dissimilar in its objects and 
purposes to the same bureau connected with the Patent office 
department at Washington city. Connected with this bureau, 
as an indispensable adjunct, should be one or more State geol- 
ogists and agricultural chemists, who should be constantly in 
the field, making their experiments and observations. To this 
branch of the bureau might be referred every scientific ques- 
tion calenlated to meet the progressive demands of agricul- 
ture, such as the analysis of the soils, and of the different 
fertilizers or-manures, the ford upon which every plant must 
live. from whence obtained, whether from the earth or air: 
the deficiencies of the soils to the growth of a given crop, and 
how the deficiencies may be supplied ; the adaptation of par- 
ticular soils to the growth of particular plants, the eauses of 
exhaustion of soils, the means of restoration, when nature will. 


Supply the defi¢iencies, and when man must do it for her; the 


principles upon which alone a judicious rotation of crops ean 
be applied to a given soil. The office or mission of agri- 
cultural chemistry is to explain the whole process of vegeta- 
ble life, and to furnish to the tillers of the soil every useful 
fact or information which bears upon tho economy of field 
labor or general husbandry. 

The Iowa Farmer wants to be advertised of the newest and 
best mode of culture in his own State, climate and soil. 1t 
should be the business of this Department of State to supply 
this information in the most authentic and reliable form; also 
to gather up the practical experience of the Best farmers in 
the world, and to circulate the same quarterly or annually in 
the form of cheap tracts, broad-east over the State: | 
* The result would be, first, greatly to elevate the standard 
of agriculture, increase production, and add to the wealth of 
the State. Second, to prevent an early deterioration of the 
soil, under the present forms of careless and random cultiva- 
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tion, by giving back to it, under the directions of science, ` 
those fertilizing agents which each successive crop abstracts 
from the same. Lastly, the achievements of agricultural and 
organic chemistry, in its due application to the business of 
husbandry, will ultimately lead to the institution of agricul- 
tural schools, upon experimental or pattern farms, where the 
whole circle of the natural sciences will be taught and prac- 
tically applied, without whieh it is quite safe to say that the 
highest capabilities of land enltnre, horticulture, and stock 
raising ean never be elicited. 

The propriety, then, of establishing an agricultural bureau, 
with suitable functions and officers to aid in working out the 
great practical problems of agricultural science, is respectfully 
submitted for the consideration of your honorable body, be- 
lieving that you appreciate the importance of exhibiting an 
example of correct and successful tillage in all our borders, 
and that a high degree of cultivation will ever find its material 
elements in an educated husbandry. 

- , GEO. McCLEARY, 
R. C. LOWE, 
GEO. S. HAMPTON, 
GEORGE GILLASPY, 
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DES MOINES RIVER 


IMPROVEMENT. 


IOWA CITY: | 
PD. A, MAHONY & J. E. DORE, STATE PRINTERS, 
1854, 
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Orrick or- tag Boarn or Pustio Works, 
OF THE STATE or Jowa, 
Keosauqua, December 1st, 1984. 


To the General Assembly of the State of Towa.. 


GENTLEMEN + In compliance with law, the. Board of: Public- 
Works of the State of Iowa submit the following report.of their- 
official operations, since their election in April; 1858.. 

The present Board was elected by the people of the State 
of lowa, under an act passed'at the last session of the General 
Assembly of said State, which act so, prescribed' and defined 
their action that no contract cxcept for-the completion of the 
Des Moines, river improvement to the greatest extent practi- 
eable could be effected, and feeling desirous (until such contract 
could be made) of reducing the expenses of said. work, the. 
Board. discharged all the assistant engineers that were found 
in the employ of the State, retaining only Guy. Wells, Esq., the 
former chief engineer, under a contract, to. pay for services. 
actually rendered. Thus reducing the expenses of engineers, 
from about $4,000 to less than $2,000 per annum., 

No officers or persons have been employed by the Board, 
except when the necessities of the work imperitively demanded 
Y, 

The Board. on, entering upon the discharge of their official 
duties, beleiving the intent. and spirit of the law, under which. 
they were elected, to be, to. preserve unimpaired, as far ag 
possible, the munificent grant made by the General Govérri- 
ment, for the improvement of Ae Des Moines River, until: 
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such times as it would answer the end had in view, have stes- 
dily avoided all expenses except such as were absolutely ne- 
cessary to protect and advance the interests of the improve- 
ment, as will appear by the amount rendered, accompanying 
thig report. 

The work on the lock and dam at Keosauqua has progress- 
ed steadily, under the original contract, executed by the 
former Board, and is now in such a state of forwardness as 
will secure the completion of said work early next season. 

The work at Farmington, originally contracted to Messrs. 
J. McCune & Co., is also progressing under the control of 
Jonas Houghton, Esq., assignee of Messrs. McCune & Co. 

In this contract the Register of said improvement, acting 
at the time as the entire Board, made such alterations as the 
necessities of the case required. 3 

Since the work has been nnder the control of Mr. Hough- 
ton, it has progressed rapidly towards its final completion, 
and will no doubt be ready for the passage of water-crafts 
before the expiration of his contract time. 

In consequence of the increased size of the locks, as well 
as depth of water provided for in the contraets with the Des 
Moines Navigation Rail Road Company, and the consequent 
changein the foundations ofthe work at Keosauqua and Par- 
mington, the contractors on the works have necessarily been 
retarded in their operations during the past season. 

Yet there can be but little doubt that the contraetors will 
be able to complete those works during the coming season. 

It is with pleasure that we are able to announce that the 
river has been cleaned of snags, bonlders, and other obstrne- 
tions to navigation, during the official term of the present 
Board, to such an ‘extent as to make the nayigation of said 
river at proper stages of water safe and reliable. 

Under the act above referred to, two Assistant Commis- 
sioners, George G. Wright, Esq. and Uriah Biggs, Esq., were 
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appointed for the purpose of aiding the Commissioner in ef- 
fecting a contract for the entire and final completion of the 
improvement, in accordance with the terms of the law under 
“which they were elected and appointed. 


The Commissioner and Assistant Commissioness, adopting | 
the feelings and interests of the people, manifested throng: 
their Representatives in the General Assembly, by the enact- 
ment of a law, which should secure thefearly completion of 
the improvement of tho Des Moines river to the greatest prae- 
tical extent, immediately entered into correspondence with 
such persons and companies as were thought likely to embark 
in such an enterprise. Dy this means they effectually suc- 
ceeded in enlisting the attention and interests of capitaliste 
and contractors in the importance and magnitude of the 
work; a number of whom eame into the State for the pur- 
pose of investigating the probable results of an investment of 
their capital and time in this enterprise, Such persons, by a 
thorough and careful examination of the entire Des Moines ` 
valley, would make themselves fully acquainted with the 
Des Moines river, its peculiar adaptation to an improvement 
by a system of dams and locks, the vast agricultural resources 
of the country, the immense coal fields through which the 
improvement passes, (innumerable veins of which are now 
open on the banks of the river), the fine quality and snpera- 
bundance of stone for building and other purposes, the large 
beds of hydraulic lime, all of which enter so largely into the 
consumption of the country, that the tonage upon this im- 
provement, when completed, is incalculable, and upon their 
return eastward, impart to others the information so obtained, 
thus giving to the eastern world, a reliable knowledge of the 
Des Moines river, its best resources, which heretofore had 
been, to them, a sealed book. 


The services ofthe commissioners. in their effonte to accom- 


— 
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‘plish the wish of the Legislative Assembly, will be perceived 
by the present report. 

On the 17th day of December, 1853, Henry O’Reilly, Esq. 
of New York, entered into a contract with the Commissioners 
in which, for the consideration of the unsold lands belonging 
to the improvement and the tolls, water rents and other pro- 
fits arising from the work, for the term of forty years, agreed 
agreed to complete the entire work within the period of four 
years, from tho first day of July, 1854, according to the 
original surveys and specifications made by the engineers of 
said improvement, and on file in the office ofthe Register of 
said work. 

Immediately upon entering into this contraet with tho 
State of Lowa, Mr. O'Reilly returned to the east, and by his 
influence and energy, succeeded in organizing a company 
under the laws of Iowa, known as the Des Moines Navigation 
_ and Rail Road Company, composed of able and reliable cap- 
italists ; to whom Mr. O'Reilly assiened his contract with 
the State, himself being a member ac ono of the officers of 
said company. 

On the 9th day of June, 1854, by the consent and request 
of Mr. O'Reilly, made in writing, (a copy of which is hereto 
attached, marked A), and the officers on the part of the State 
of Iowa, the O'Reilly contract was cancelied and a contract 
similar to the former was executed between the officers of the 
Des Moines Navigation and Rail Road Company, for and on 
behalf of said company, andéthe Comunissioners for and on 
behalf of the State of Iowa. . 

In this contract the company agree to pay all the out- 
standing debts against the improvement, within ninety days 
from the date ofsaid contract, to settle and pay all damages 
against the State of Iowa, on account of the prosecution of 
said work, to mill owners or others, who have or may here- - 
after sustain damages on account of the same, to pay the 
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salaries and expenses òf the officers and engineers in chargé 
of said work, to complete the improvement from the mouth 
of the Des Moines river, to Fort ‘Des Moines, in accord- 
ance with tlie original plan and specifications of the State 
Engineer, by the first day of July, 1858, and to construet 
the work in such a manner, as to ensure the navigation 
of the same for the longest period each year practicable, 
and to complete at least one fourth of the work each and 
every year, commencing on the first day of July, 1854. 


In consideration of the above and other agreements and cove- 
nants contained in said contract by said company, the Commis- 
sioners have agreed to convey the said company in manger 
and form set forth i in said contract, (a copy of which is hereunto, 
annexed, marked B, ) all the unsold lands belonging to said im- 
provement, and give to said company the use of the work, the 
~ tolls and the water-rents under certain conditions, as in said 
contract specified, for the term of forty-one years from the first 
day of July, 1858. 

A supplemental contract, (a copy of which accompanies thig 
report, marked C, ) of same date of the last mentioned, was ex- 
ecuted between the Des Moines Navigation & Rail Read Com- 
pany and the Commissioners of the Des Moines River Im- 


provement, in which the company covenant and agree to enlarge 
the Locks from the original size of one hundred and seventy- 


five feet, to two hundred feet, and alsoto so locate and construct 
the Draws and Locks, as to increase the depth of water to four 
and a half feet, and otherwise improve the character of said 
work, so as to secure the Navigation of the river to a larger 
and more desirable class of boats; thus adding largely to the 
commercial and manufacturing advantages intended to be affor- 
ded by the Improvement. 

As a further consideration for the above additions to he 
work, by the company, the commissioners by said supplimentet 
- Contrast have given the gaid company an extension ef the ters 
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of the-use and control of the work, to sixty years,. instead of 
forty-one, as under the original contract. . 

The Officers of the State deemed the execution of this sup- 
plemental contract of vital importance to the State, guaranteeing - 
as it does an enlargement of the Locks and an increased depth 
of the. water so as to admit of the navigation of the river oy à 
class of boats of at least four hundred. tons burthen, at all 
seasons of the year when the navigation is not obstructed by 
ice; a class of boats which are in the most common use on the 
Upper Mississippi and Ohio rivers, may with.ut difficulty navi- 
gate the Desmoines to the head of the improvement, at Fort 
Desmoines, or such other point above Fort Desmoines, as it 
may be found practicable, to improve said river by slack water, 
when the work shall be completed, as anticipated by this con- 
tract. This will prove of incalculable importance to the com- 
mercial interests of the valley,.as it at once suspends the neces- 
sity of reshipment at the mouth of tho river, or at any point 
on the river. 

- All ordinary sized boats that now navigate the Upper Missis- 


sippi andits tributaries, may receive their loading at any point 
on ‘the north western rivers, and land it any point on the 
Des Moines river; thus saving to shippers the expense of 
reshipment, storage, commissions, do, which under the original 
contract, would necessarily have been incurred. 


Subsequent to the:execution of the supplemental contract of 
the 9th of June, 1854, on & view of the Upper Desmoines river 
country, and on an examination of the plats at the office of Re- 

. gister, it was found that the lands below Fert Dodge had been 

disposed of and the moneys applied to said improvement, to 5 
much greater extent than had been previously understood by 

either the Commissioners, or the Desmoines Navigation Rail 

Read Company, although the amount of land originally estima- 

ted, was found not to be too large, yet their location being" 
mush: higher up the river, and consequently, at. Present not so. 
váluabl.o 
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In consequence of this misunderstanding the Company claim- 
ed a further extension of the use and control of the improvement, 
under the circumstances a majority of the board were convinced 
that the Company had labored under a misapprehension in the 
premises, and that they had been, unintentionally misled in 
their information derived from persons entirely disconnected 
with the work, in regard to the location of the unsold lands be- 
longing to the Desmoines river grant. 

A majority of the Commissioners entered into an orticle of 
agreement (a copy of which accompanies this report, marked 
D) with the Company, in whieh they promise to extend the 
time of the Company's use and control of the work, to seventy- 
five years, in consideration of the faithful compliance on the 
part of the company of their original and supplemental con- 
tract. 

In consenting, as a majority of the Board have, to the exe- 
cution of a contract, which shall pass the improvement from 
the possession of the State, for so long a period of time, you 
can be assured it has not been done without a due consideration 
of the interests of the State. The responsibility involved in ef- 
fecting a contract of the immense magnitude of the present, the 
Commissioners have been slow to assume. But we are of opin- 
ion” that the circumstances which surrounded the enterprise 
and the beneficial consequences which must inevitably follow 
literal fulfilment of the engagements of the parties fully guaran” 


; tees the Commissioners in their action. It has long been a . 


source of complaint by the citizens of the State, that the grant 
oflands by the General Government for the improvement of 
lowa's favorite stream, had been injudiciously applied, that 
while from the mode of carrying on the work in the manner it 
had previously been conducted, the grant was fast being expen- 
ded with but little, if any, practicable beneficial results to the 
State. Hence the enactment of the law at the last session ef 
the General Assembly of Iowa, which confined the officefs to. 


> 


£ 
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the making of contracts which would secure the improvement of 
said river, to the greatest extent practicable. As before stated 
the officers of the State entered upon the discharge of their of- 
fieial duties, with the eonsideration that the spirit and intent 
of the law under whieh they were elected, was enaeted with a 
view to prevent the lands from being applied to the construc- 
tion of broken and sesttered works, which could produce but 
loeal benefits, and to securé as soon as possible, and on the best 
terms, a contract that would effect the completion of the entire 
work, Tothis end the Board have directed their entire ener- 
gies. They have spared no efforts to conclude the most favor- 
able contract (looking at the completion of the entire work,) that 
could be effected for the State under the circumstances that 
the work was placed, and thoy are gratified to learn, so far as 
their observation has extended, that their acts have met with 
almost universal favor by the citizens of the valley. 


Could the desired end have been obtained, so that the State 
«could have retained the possession of the improvement after 
«completed, it would have been a source of great satisfaction to 
the Board, as well as a source of profit to the State. But the 
_ Board are of the confident opinion that the lands have been so 
far expended in what has already been done, that the time 
would never have come, when the proceeds of the lands alone 
would haye completed the work. It has not been without some 
«considerable difficulty, during the past few years, that the at- 
tention of capitalists ceuld be attracted to the subject and im- 
portance ef elaek water improvements. Rail Roads seemed to 
bethe all absorbing topic of interest which has oecupied the 
‘public mind. "To Iowa, as a State; and particularly to the 
central portion ef the State, the Board regards the efficient and: 
-complete improvement of the Desmoines river of vastly greater 
importance to their interests, tham. the most complete and effi- 
«ient system af oni) roads, that:could be devised or constructed. 
Tn addition #0 sheeommvencial.faoilities congequent.on.the slacks 
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water navigation of the river, a water power that will prove al- 
most inexhaustible, will be created by the construction of the 
work, 

lowa, with her river improved, as contemplated by this con- 
tract, with unobstructed navigation to her rich and heavy beds 
of gypsum, on the Upper Desmoines, (of which David Dale 
Owen, United States Geologist, says for thickness of extent this 
is by far the most important bed of plaster stone known west of 
the Appalachian chain, if not in the United States, there is eve- 
ry reason to believe that it occupies an area of from two to thrce 
miles square, retaining an average thickness of twenty feet; 
perhaps, double that thickness at certain points), an immense 
water power created, that is hardly equalled in this Union, and ` 
natural and other artificial advantages, which will be construc- 
ted, will within a few years be unrivalled in her commercial and 
manufaeturing wealth and facilities by any western State, if 
not among the first States of this Union. 

As before stated, the officers for the State, in view of the ad-- 
vantages to be derived from the early completion of this im- 
provement, and in obedience to the expressed will ofthe people, 
through their Representatives, have lost no opportunity, which, 
in their estimation, would bring about the desired result. The * 
liberal donations of public lands by the General Government, 
which has heretofore realized to the State comparatively but of 
little value, under this contract will complete the entire work, 
and thus secure the end had in view at the time of its dona- 
tion. 

It will be seen by the contract that, although the work, when 
completed, will pass into the possession of the Company for the 
term of years specified, that the State still holds a centrolling 


interest in it, no impositions can be practised on the people in 
the way of exorbitant tolls or water rents. No description of 
water crafts can be excluded from the navigation of the river, 
and that at the end of the time the work reverta to the State 

and must be in good repair and condition, 
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The Commissioner and Register would improve the present 
opportunity to state that much credit is due to Geo. G. Wright, 
Esq. and Uriah Biggs, Esq., the able and efficient Assistant 
Commissioners, for their zealous interests manifested in the 
advancement of the interests of the improvement, and for their 
efficient aid and assistance afforded by them in the conclusion 
of the contracts that have been effected. 


cx 
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[No. 1.] 

Josiam H. BowweY, in account with Desmoines River Im- 
provement. zd T DR... 
1853. S 

June 30, To cash rec'd of Register on draft No. 1 |$19,26T100 . 

August 6, » 2 t. 7,18930 

Sept. 1, “u & « « 8| 2000/00 

Dec. M 4 € «g 5,000 00 
1854. ; 

Jan. 80, i S "np e 5 | 10,00000 ` 

bi & [44 Hi 6 2,608 5 

Desmoines Navigation and Rail Road Company, on 

contract for furnishing the improvement, 55,000/00 
1894,664]15 
Cr. 

By amount paid for work at Farmington 

in removing old dam, EE. 


Repairs at Bonaparte, - - 

Paid for work at Croton, -  - 
* * « Bentonsport, - 

Removing dam at Plymouth, - 

* — gnags at Belfast and Nassau, 
Work at Keosauqua, - = c 
Legislative Committee, - -= 
‘Salary of Assistant EE 
Engineers, - — - = 
Storage, iron, &c.- - ~- - 
Law Fees, - 
Drafts drawn on Bangs and protested, 
Interest on bonds, | - 

Award to Allender & Corts, . 
On certificates,  - - 
Jesse Williams & Co. on bonds, - 
Salary of Commissioners and inciden 
expensés - =~ - = = 


Due Commissioner, - - 
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[No. 2 Ji " d 
Genin GitLaspy in account with. Desmoines:zivon-Inprove- 
ment, Dr. Cr; 


Amount of lands sold by me from (hel Acres. |100tk 
23d day of May, 1853, to the-30th 


of Nov. 1854, inclusive, -. 74,204) 05; 
At $1,25,per acre, - $92,755| 06 
There were 478 21-100 acres of 

above lands gold at $2, per acre, 858. 65 
Amount received from Paul C. det 

fries, late Register, &c. - — - 1,625 40 

Showing sum total, '-  - |$94,9| 11 


Amount paid J.H. Bonney, Commis- 


sioner on his ‘several drafts, as fol. : 
o. 1 ET E $12,201 d 
n 9 “€ 144 7, "789 89 0: 
e 3 “. Di 
LE A & Hi 
[14 5 t£ « 
t. 6. ít DA 
Total - = 


Amount paid by self, as Commission- 
er and Register, as shown by books 
and vouchers in this office, — - 

Amount of money on,hand at this date, 


(pens op EE OF DasMoNES - 
River, IMPROVEMENT, 
GEORGE, GILLASPY; 
Register, Ae, 
Qitumwa, Lowa, November 20. A. .D. 1854 


umo mr xem 
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Release executed by Henry O'Reilly, Esq. of his contract 
Tor the improvement of the Desmoines river, dated December 
17th, 1853, to the “Desmoines Navigation and Rail Road Com- 
pany: EH 7 

Whereas; I did, on the 17th day of December, 1853, enter 
into a contract with Josiah D. Bonney, as Commissioner, and 
Uriah Biggs and George G. Wright, Esq. as Assistant Cóm- 
missioners of the Des Moines River Improvement, (so called,) 
for the prosecution and completion of said improvement, and . 
did afterwards, on the 18th day of April, 1854, make an addi- 
tion and amendment to said contract, with the said officers. 

And, whereas, for the better accomplishment of the objects 
of that contract and amendment, I have enlisted the aid of cap- 
italists and caused the organization of a corporation known.as 
the Desmoines Navigation and Rail Road Company, of which 
Iam a member, and to which corporation I assigned my inter- 
est in that contract and amendment. 

Now, therefore, I consent and agree to waive any and all ad- 
vantages accruing to me individuelly under said contract and 
amendment; and I consent and agree that, for the purpose of 
simplifying and more fully explaining the said contract and 
amendment, I will waive any and all advantages accruingrto 
me under said contract and amendment, and release the seid. 
Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners, and the State of 
Towa; from all liability to me indiyidually in any manner there 
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under; and I consent and desire that said Commissioners shall 
enter into an agreement directly with the Des Moines Naviga- 
tion and Rail Road Company, aforesaid, for the prosecution of 
the work substantially in the manner contemplated by the con- 
tract of the 17th December, 1853, and the amendment of April 
18th, 1854, made with myself individually. 

In witness whereof, 1 set my hand this 8th day of June, 1854, 
at the town of Keosauqua, in Towa. 

Signed, HENRY O'REILLY. 


¡ ~ 


B. 
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Articles of agreement made and entered into this ninth day 
of June, 1854, by and between the Desmoines Navigation and 
Rail Road Company, 2 corporation formed under the laws of the 
State of lowa, party ofthe first part, and the State of Iowa, by 
Josiah H. Bonney, Commissioner of the Desmoines river im- 
provement, by and with the consent and approval of Uriah 
Biggs and George G. Wright, Assistant Commissioners, in the 
State of Iowa, for, and in behalf of the State of Iowa, party of 
the second part ; 

WiTNESSETH : 

That, whereas, the Commissioners before named, have here- 
tofore entercd into an agreement with Henry O'Reilly, bearing 
date the 17th day of December, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
| three, and an additional and explanatory agreement, dated 
April 18th, 1854, for the completion of the Desmoines: river 
| improvement; and whieh said agreements, contracts, and all 
| rights of said Henry O'Reilly, by and with the consent and ap- 
| proval of both parties thercto, lhaye been assigned and trans- 
| ferred to, and for the benefit of the Desmoines Navigation and 
| Rail Road Company; and in pursuance of a stipulation of the 
| said party of the second part, made simultaneously with said 
| agreements, and to carry the same fully into effect. 
| The said parties, for the purpose of simplifying and more 
| fully explaining the said contracts and agreements, the said 
| Desmoines Navigation and Rail Road Company, of the first 
| part, and the said Josiah H. Bonney, Commissioner, with the 
| vonsent'&nd approval of Uriah Biggs end George G. Wright 
| 2—House Doc. No. f, 
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Assistant Commissioners, of the second part, hereby enter into: 


She following 


AGREEMENT. 


Finsr—The said party of the first part, doth hereby cove- 
nant and agree, to and with the party of the second part, for 
considerations hereinafter named, to make and finish the Des 
Moines river improvement, from the Mississippi river, to Rac- 
coon Forks, on said Desmoines river. Tre said improvement 
to be made according to the plan and specifications of the en- 
gineer of said improvement, heretofore made and determined 
upon, as to style, character and quality of work, from tue town 
of St. Francisville, ón said river, to said Raecoon Forks, except 
that the said party of the first part, may improve the style 
and character of the work, and enlarge the size of the locks, as 
hereinafter provided; and so far as relates to the said work be- 
low the said town of St. Francisville, the same shali Le done 
and completed upon such plan as may be determined uj on by 
the engineer employed on said work, in connection with Wim. J. 
McAlpine, late Siate engineer of the State of New York, as 
consulting engineer, or such other consulting engineer, us the 
said party of the first part shall select for that purpose ; provi- 
ded that all said work shall be done and completed. i in a gub- : 
stantial manner, so as to secure the navigation of sail river to 
the fullest extent, and for the longest period each yes", prac- 
ticable; aud provided further, that the said party of the first 
part, shall not be required to expend below the said town oí St. 
Francisville, in said improvement, more than the sum o7 three 
hundred thousand dollars; and provided also, that duri; the 
pregress of the work, the said party of the first part. t^» sue 
cessors ‘or representatives, by and with the ent Ti agi 
neer in charge of the work, may alter or change the © and 
charaster of the work, or-locations of either of'the licks, coms, 


H 
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or canals, or all of them, or any part thereof: Provided no 
change shall be made authorizing an inferior kind of work, or 
the use of less. valuable materials, or lessening: the capaci- 
ty of said locks, or of any piece of canal necessary for the 
use of any of said locks, or diminishing in usefulness or value, 
the said general improvement; and in case of any disagreement 
between the engineer in charge of said work, and the party of 
the first part, or their successors, in reference to the proposed 
sites, or locations, or modes of constructing the locks, dams or 
otherwise, the matters in difference, shall be submitted for ar- 
bitration to a consulting engineer, or other person to be agreed 
upon by both parties to this contract, whose decision upon the 
points submitted, shall be conclusive upon all parties. 
Szconp—The said party of the first part, further agrees to 
and with the party of the second part, to complete all said 
work from the river Mississippi, to said Raccoon Forks, on or 
before the first day: of July, 1855: and in like manner under- 
takes and covenants, to complete at least one fourtli part of 
said work each and evory year, commencing on the first day of 


July, 1854; 


Tum p—The said party of the first part, doth further cove- 
nant and agree withthe said party of the second part, to pay - 
and discharge any and all debts of every kind and description, 
outstanding against the said Desmoines river improvement, on 
B the 23d day of December last, within ninety days from the date 
BÉ ofthis contract; Provided that the whole amount of said debts ` 
ME shall not exceed the sum of sixty thousand dollars; And to 
Y mect and discharge said liabilities, the said Desuioines Naviga-. 
ME tion and Rail Road Company have deposited with, and paid, 
E over to the said Josiah H. Bonney; Commissioner, the sum o£ 
| Afty-five thouand dollars andit is hereby agreed, that the said’ 
| party of the-first part, shall have and is hereby entitled to all 
| moneys due.ond' owing to the said improvement, from the Geh- 
| eral Government, and all claims and demands against the, séi 
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General Government, and all sums of money due from any other 
Source, as also all sums of money now in the hands of said Re- 
gister, or that were in his hands on the 17th day of December 
last, or that may have been received by him, or have been in 
his hands on account of said improvement, at any time since the 
said 17th day of December, 1853 ; and the said sums of money 
in the said Register’s hands, on the said 17th day of Decem- 
ber, or that may have been in his hands at any time since, may 
be applied to the payment of any portions of the above named 
debts, or for any debts ineurred since the 17th day of Decem- 
ber, in prosecuting the said improvement, and shall be, by the 
said Register, accounted for, to the said Desmoines Navigation 
and Rail Road Company. 

Fourrn—All claims by mill owners, or other persons, for 
damages, or rights of way, or other necessary privileges in the 
proseeution of said work, as wellas all other claims for dam- 
ages, shall be {settled for, by tho said party of the first part, 
and on such terms ag they may deem best; and the title to all 
such rights of way so procurcd, shall be taken and vest in the 

tate of Iowa, subject to the rights cf the party of the first part 
therein, as in this contract mentioned; and oll work now pro- 
gressing under contracts existing on the said seventeenth day 
of December last, at the dams and locks al Belfast, Farmington 
and Keosauqua, shall progress and be carried on under and ae- 
cording to the terms of the respective contracts then existing in 
relation thereto, if the said contractors shall so elect, and shall 
be paid for, by the said party of the first part, on the estimates 
made by the engineer from time to time. 

Burer The said party of the first part, doth hereby furthe™ 
agree and covenant, that the salaries of the Commissioner and 
Register, of said improvement, and the salaries of the Engineer, 
and such assistants as may be required in the prosecution of 
said work, shall by them be paid from time to time, as the same 
shall becomedue and payable; provided, that the salaries of the 
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Commissioner and Register of said improvement, shall not be 
greater than that now fixed by law, and the salaries of the 
engineer and assistants, shall be such as may be agreed upon 
by said Commissioner, by and with the advice and consent of 
the party of the first part. 

Sixru—The said party of the first part, further agrees and 
covenants, that in all cases where bona fide settlement was 
made on any of the lands belonging to said improvement, 
which were unsurveyed on the 24th day of January, 1853, 
the settlers on said lands so unsurveyed, shall have the right 
to purchase at any time within one year, after said lands are 
surveyed : their said lands, under the rules and regulations 
established by the Commissioner and Register, at the rate of 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre ; but no such settler 
or claimant shall be entitled so to purchase, more than one 
hundred and sixty acres. 

SEYENTH— The said improvement shall be prosecuted in 
such manner as not to unnecessarily impede the navigation 
of said river, during the construction of said work ; but in all 
cases the locks ghall be constructed and finished, so as to al- 
low the passage of boats and other water crafts, before any 
material obstructions shall be created by the erection of 
dams. 

Fro. "The said party of the second part, on their part, 
hereby covenants and agrees, with the said party of the first 
part, to sell and convey to the said party of the first part, in 
manner, and upon the terms hereinafter provided, all of the 
lands donated to the State of Iowa, for the improvement of 
the Desmoinos river, by act of Congress, of August 8th, 1846, 
which the said party of the second part, had not sold up to 
the 23d day of December, 1853; for which said lands, the 
said party of the first part covenants and agrees, in manner 
and form, as fixed by this agreement, to pay the sum of 
thirteen hundred thousand dollars. 

Nixru—The said party of the second part, hereby transfe 
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“and assign to, and hereby invest in, the said party ofthe first 
part, any and all stone, timVer, and all other matehials'of évery 

‘kind and description, belonging to said improvement, now 
remaining along the line of si:d work, or elsewhére, and here- 
by give said party of the firs. part, full power and aüthority 
to use and control the same a» they may deem proper, in con- 
nection with said inrproveiméent. 


Texrn—The said party of the second part, further covenants 
and agrees, that the parties of the first part, their successors 
and assigns, shall, from the date hereof, have full possession 
and control of all locks anti dams now completed, and shall 
from time to time, as each. lock and dam is completed, have 

the control and possession thereof 5 and when the whole work 
ia completed, shall have the entire and exclusive possession 
and control thereof, for forty years from the first day of July, 
"1558, and shall from this date have the right to contrul and 
receive as herein provided, all tells and water rents, accruing 
‘from said im provement, and io make such contract, or con- 
tracts, or agreements, and fix sueh rates in relation thereto, 
‘ay they may dei proper; Provided always, that this grant 
of said tolls and weter rents. is made subject to the following 
express conditions : 

ist. That ihe tells to M taken and received by the said 
party ofthe first part, shall in no event exceed the xates of 
‘tolls aHowed and. EECH on the Monongehela improve 
ment in the State of Pennsylvania, en the oth day of F'ebrus- 
ry, 1881. 

2d. All contracts now ontstanding, between the Commis 
sioner and Register, or either of them, with reference to the 
water rents, with any individual or individuals, shall be ear- 
ried out by the said party of the first part.. And nothing 
herein contained shall be so construed as to interfere with 
said contracts ; but the money arising therefrom shall belong 
to, and become the property of the said, party of the first pazt, 
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in the same manner as all other water rents, as fixed by this 
contract, 
3d. All moneys arising from said tolls and water rents, on 
the entire work, after deducting the necessary contingent ex- 
penses attending the suporintendenoo of the locks, and e 
collection of said rents and tells, and the repairs of said works 
during the time fixed for the completion of said. works, shall 
be reported to the Register of the.Desmoines river improve- 
ment, semi-annually, and shall be expended by the said par- 
‘ies of the first part, in said improvement; but such sums 
shall not be taken into the estimates upon which lands are to 
“be transferred to the party of the first part, but shall consti- 
tute a portion of the one million three hundred thousand dol- 
lars, to be expended by the party of the direst part, and of the 
aggregate sum expended by the party of the-first partin said 
improvenent. 

ith. At the expiration oí said forty years, the said works 
shall reveri to, avd become the property of the State of 
Towa, and shall be in ordinary repair for their respective 
uses. 

Fre De said party of the second part, hereby cov- 
enants and agrees, that whenever the said party of the first 
part, shall have done work to the amount of thirty thousand 
‘dollars, according to estimates, to be made by the acting en- 
gineer under the scale of prices fixed in this enntract, the 
“said party ofthe second. part, or the then proper agent or of 
' ficer, or officers of the State, shall transfer and convey to the 
said party of the first, or to the then Register of said improve- 
ment, or such other person as the party of tho first part may 
direct, an amount in value of the lands belonging to said 
improvement, valued at one dollar and twenty five tents per 

acre, to the amount of said thirty thousand dollars, deducting 
fifteen per cent, and so on, in the same menner, on each esti. 
“mate of thirty thousand dollars, until work shall be done to 


Nhe amount of thirteen hundred thousand dollars, if so much 
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land shall remain unsold from and after the said 23d day of 
December, A. D. 1858, or until said work shall be completed. 

And upon the expenditure of said thirteen hundred thousand, 
dollars, or the completion ef said works, all ef said lands re- 
maining unconveyed, if any, shall be transferred and convey- 
ed to the said party of the first part, or their assigns, or to 
such person or persons as they shall direct. And all moneys 
paid by the party ofthe first part, to tho Register of the Des- 
moines riverimprovement, or to the Commis’ r thereof, in pay- 
ment of the liabilities resulting from the former prosecution of 
the work, by the State of Iowa, shall, without requiring any 
estimate to be made thereof by the engineer, be deemed to be 
a portion of the sums expended in the said improvement, by 
the said party of the first part. And the said Register shall 
convey to the party of the first part, or such person or persons 
as they shall designate, a quantity of land estimated at one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, equal to the amount of 
cash thus paid; and the said sums thus paid, shall form part 


of the thirteen hundred thousand dollars mentioned in this 
eontract. 


Twrrrru—For the purpose of determining the lands 
whieh tho said party of the first part, shall have the right to 
select on estimates made, as contemplated by the last section, 
itis agreed that within a reasonable time after concluding 
this contract, the said party ofthe first part, Shall have all the 

unsold lands in this contract m^ntionod, divided into three 
classes, according to value, and thereatior they shall take one 
third of such amounts, as they may, from time to time, be en- 
titled to, from each class. And for all moneys expended un- 
til such classification, they shall have the right to take said 
lands, as they remain unsold, commencing with the lands 
lowest down on the river, making no distinetion in quality or 
value. And forthe purpose of classifying said lands, unless 
a Commissioner is mutually agreed upon, each party may 


3 
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choose or select à Commissioner, who shall mutually agree 
upon such classification. And in case of disagreement, the 
said two Commissioners shall select a third, and the decision 
of a majority shall be conclusive. The expenses of said Com- 
mission shall be defrayed by the party of the first part; aud 
the records of such classification duly certified by the said 
Commissioners, or a majority of them, shall be filed with the 
Register of the Desmoines improvement, for reference by, 
and government of, both parties under this contraet, The 
River Land Office, for the sale of lands belonging to the Des 


Moines improvement, having in accordance with the contract 


with Henry O'Reilly, heretofore referred to, been closed on 
the 23d day of December last, the said office shall remain clo- 
sed ior the entry or sale of lands, excepting by the direction 
of the party of the first part. 


TuigmrEENTH—1t is understood and agreed between the 
said parties, that in the conveyance of lands as contemplated 
by this contract, all moneys advanced by said parties of the first 
part, for salaries and pay of officers, or agents, or servants, for 
rights of way, damazes to mill owners, and other matters not 
covered by actual works done on the improvement, shall be in- 
cluded in making estimates; but the moneys that were in the 
hands of the Register, on the 17th day of December last, and 
the value of the materials on hand, (which shall be SE shall 
not be included for estimates. 


FovmrEENTH—Ànd it is also agreed and covenanted, be- 
tween the parties hereto, that the following shall be the prices 
for the different items of work mentioned, upon which the engi- 
neer is to make his estimates, and by which the parties are to 
be governed in the conveyance of land, and other purposes con- 
templated by this agreement; adding twenty per centum to the 
aggregate amount of all estimates, to cover all contingencies, 
to wii: 

Preparing lock foundation, $3,000. 

LI 


a 


£6 "House Doc. No. 4 
Masonry in ock walls, $5 per perch. 
Masonry in side walls, $3,50 per perch. 
Hydraulic cement, $3 per barrel. 
Lock gates and ¿ll fixtures, $2,500. 
Square timher, 14 cents per foot. 
Oak plank, 82,25 per hundred feet, board measure. 
Crib-filling in dams and abutments, $1 per perch. 
Stone protection rip-rap, $1,15 per perch. 
` Embankments around locks, 20 cents per yard. e 
Excavation on canals, when the dirt is wasted, 20 cents per 
_yard; when the dirtis used in embankments, 10 cents per yard 
for the excavation, and 15 cents per yard for the embank- 
ite at. 


Excavation of rock under water, $2 per perch. 

Excavation of rock above water, $1 per perch. 

Tron bolts, spikes, and other irons, 8 cents per pound. 

Round timber, 11 cents per foot. 

Excavations for foundations, 40 cents per yard, and all other 
‘items not embraced and enumerated above, shall be rated ac- 
cording to the estimates of the engineer in charge. The engi 
neer or enzineers in charge of sail work, shall, from time to 
time, as shall be found convenient, Le appointed by the joint 
assent of both parties hereto. 


FirrEENTH—All the work on said improvement, during the 
progress thereof, shall be and remain under the general super- 
vision of the Board of Public Works and engineers, except as 
herein modited; and all works, as far as practicable, shall be 
so conducted as to perfect the navigation in a continuous line, 
from the mouth o£ the river upwards, to Fort Des Moines. 

SixTrENTH— That, for the purpose of providing more cffec- 
tually for securing the improvement of the Des Moines river, 
to the greatest practicable extent, and at the earliest practicable 
period, the party of the first part, shall have the right to suck 
tolls and water-rents as they can collect on the river above Ft, 


a 
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Des Moines, for a similar period to that provided for the use of 
the river, below Fort Desmoines, under this contract; provided, 
they shall within cight years, at their own expense, improve 
the river, so as to render it: navigable for boats of at least 200 
tons burthen, to the Lizzard Forks, or Fort Dodge, or such 
other point above Fort Desmoines, as they may find it practica- 
ble; provided further, that no higher average of tolls shall be 
charged on vessels or rafts, or articles transported, than the 
maximum allowed on the section of the river between the Mis- 
sissippi rivce and Fort Desmoines ; and, provided also, that at 
the end of said period in this section first named, the improve- 
ment on said upper region of the river, above Fort Desmoines, 
shall be surrendered to and become tho property of the people 
of the State of Iowa, upon the payment to the party of the first” 
part, or their successors, of such sum as the said improvement 
may be worth at the time, as determined by appraisers, to be 
mubually agreed upon, 

SEVENTLENTH—The same right which is now, or may here- 
after be given by law, to this said Board of Public Works, to 
condemn lands in procuring right of way for the location of 
dams, locks, water-powcr, and canals, snall be, and is hereby 
given to the party of the first part; andin procuring the same, 
they may, if necessary, use the name of the said Board of Pub- 
lic Works, or that oi the State; and the Board shall assist 
therein, in aecoidance with tke general spirit of the con- 
tract, 

Ercrrrresre—The said party of the first part, hereby cov- 
enants and agrecs, that the State shall not be Hable to them in 
his contract, but will look alone to the funds belonging to, and 
arising from the said improvement, for compensation as here- 
inbefore mentioned; and the said party of the second part does 
hereby agree, that the indebtedness named in the third section 


of this contract, shall exceed the sum of sixty thousand dollars, 
the time for the use of said improvement Ly said company, 
shall be extended one year beyond the time named in the tenth i 
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section of this contract, to wit: the first day of.July, in the 
year 1899, (eighteen hundred and ninety-nine.) 

NinereentH—the fifteen per cent. raised in the convey- 
ance of land, by section eleventh, of this contract, shall be es- 
teemed and taken as a part of the thirteen hundred thousand 
dollars, agreed to be paid by the said party of tho first part, 
in this agreement. 

'In witness whereof, the parties of the first part, by their 
President and Seeretar y; have hereunto subscribed their names 
and placed their corporate “seal; and the party of the second 
part, by the Commissioners aforesaid, have also afixed their 
names and seals, the day and year aforesaid. 


o ORYILLE CLARK, 
)| Official - President. 
\ seal of the Des- HENRY O'REILLY, 
/ moines Nav. & Secretary of Desmoines Na- 
\ R. R. Cowy. / vigatton & R. R. Compary. 
i D Mu, Pi et 
JOSIAH E. BONNEY, ? seal. > 
Commissioner of Desmoines river Improvement, 


URIAH BIGGS, 4 seal. $ 


p 
GEO. G. WRIGHT, ¿ seal $ 


a mye” 


ich 
i 
SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT, 


Wuerras, by the foregoing agreement, bearing date the 
9th day of June, instant, the Desmoines Navigation and Rail 
Road Company, of the one part, and the State of Iowa, by Jo- 
sish H. Bonney, Commissioner of the Desmoines river improve- 
ment, by and with the consent and approval of Uriah Biggs 
and George G. Wright, Assistant Commissioners of the said 
improvement, of the: other part, have contracted and provided 
for the completion of the said improvement, from the mouth of 
said Desmoines river to the Raccoon Fork, on the terms and àc- 
cording to the plans and specifications in the said contract pro- 
vided ; and it being deemed desirable to enlarge the said locks, 


and the capacity of such canals, as may be built in the prosecu-. 


ting said improvement, under said agreement : 
Now, therefore, this additional and suplementary agreement, 
Witnesseth ; : 

That the said Ge Navigation and Rail Road Com- 
pany, of the first part, for and in consideration ofthe covenants 
herein contained, do covenant and agree with the State lof Io- 
wa, by the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners, herein 
before mentioned, to build the said locks provided to be built 
in the said agreement of the ninth of June, instant, two hundred 
' feet long, in the same proportion that the present locks and 
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plans provide for their being one hundred and seventy-five feet 
long; and that they shall be so constructd as to secure four and 
one half feet of water, on the lower mitre sill and to secure a 
navigation of at least four and a half feet of water. And the 
eanals shall be so constructed, as to give at least four and a 
half feet of water, with suitable dimensions fcr boats or vessels 
navigating the same. with such depth of water at the locks and 
in the canals: and in all other respects, the said work is to be 
done under and in pursuance of the terms and conditions of thc 


said contract of tho ninth of June, instant; 


And the said party of the second part, the said State of 
Iowa, by the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners, 
aforesaid, do covenent and agree with the party of the first 
part, that the said party of the first part, shall have and enjoy 
the said work, its use, rights and privileges, its tolls, water-rents, 
and franchises, for the term of sixty years, from the first day of 
July, 1853, fully and absolutely, as is provided in the said 
agreement of the ninth of June, instant, for forty years; and on 
tlie same terms therein provided ;. saving and excepting that, 


froni and after the first day of July, (1918) one thousand nine: 
hundred and thirteen, until the first dày of July, (1918), one 
thousand nine hundred and eighteen, the said party of the first 
part, shall pay into the Treasury of the State of Iowa, seven 
per centum of the nett amount of the tolls and water-rents re-- 
ecived on the said improvement, from the said Raccoon Fork, to 
the mouth of the said Desmoines river, after deducting all ex- 
penses of repairs, superintendance and other proper charges. 


In testimony whereof, the said. party of the first part, by: 
their President and Secretary, have hereuato subscribed their: 
names, and affixed their corporate seal; and the party of the: 
second part, by the Commissioners aforesaid, have. subscribed. 
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their names- and affixed their seals, this ninth day of June, 
1845, (one thousand eight hundred and fifty four. - 

| ————— | ORVILLE CLARK, 

1 Official seal $ Presiden. 

of the Desmoi- | HENRY O'REILLY, 

| moines Nav. & y Secretary of the Desmoines Navigation 

j| R. R. Cowy. | and Rail Road: Company. 


d —— d. 


mr ae 

JOSIAH D BONNEY, 4 seal, * 
& Sa 

Commissioner, &c. 

me, 


URIAI BIGGS, 4 seal. į 


rm 


li me m 
GEORGE G. WRIGHT, J seal. b 
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Agreement between the State of Iowa, by the Commissioner 
and Assistant Commissioners, and the Desmoines Navi- 
gation and. Rail Road Company. , 
Whereas, a misapprehension has mutually existed, by and 

between the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners of the 

Desmoines River Improvement, and the Desmoines Navigation 

and Rail Road Company, in reference to the amount of unsold 

_land belonging to said improvement, situate below Fort Dodge, 
or the Lizzard's Fork ; and the agreements between the Stato 
of Iowa, by said Commis’r, and the said Desmoines Navigation 
and Rail Road Company, bearing date the ninth day of June, 
1854, for the improvement of the Desmoines river, was made 
and executed under a misapprehension of the said amount of | 
lands; Now, therefore, to secure the object of said agreements 
of the ninth of June aforesaid, and for a valuable consideration 
received, it is hereby expressly covenanted and agreed, by the 
said State of Iowa, by the Commissioner and Assistant Com- 
missioners aforesaid, or a majority of them, that in case the 
said Desmoines Navigation and Rail Road Company, shall 
within twe months from this date, give notice to the Commis- 
sioner, aforesaid, that they will carry out the syork of the said 
improvement, as contemplated and provided by the supplemen- 
.tal contract of the ninth of June last, that the State of Iowa, by 
the said Comritiesioner and Assistant Commissioners, or a ma- 
jority of them, will enter into good, legal and valid agreement 
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in such form and manner, as to bind the said State of Iowa, 
with the said Desmoines Navigation and Rail Road Company, 
to give to said Company the full and absolute right to, and use 
of the said work, its lands and appurtenances, franchises, and 
water-rents, and tolls, for the full term and time of seventy- 
five years, from the first day of July, 1858, as fully as is provi- 
ded in the said first or principal agreement, of the said ninth 
day of June, instant. 

And it is also agreed thet the said Desmoines Navigation 
and Rail Road Company, shall have the right to build, in con- 
nection with amy dams they may make, and bridges across and 
over the said Desmoines river, and, with proper legal authority 
or consent, demand and receive tolls for crossing the same. 

Provided, this agreement shall not be construed to avoid or 
legalize the first contract of the ninth of June, instant, 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals, 
for and in behalf of the State of Iowa, this twenty-ninth day of 
June, 1854. . 


Signed, —— 
JOSIAH D BONNEY, 4 seal p 


VM 
re - 


oe 
URIAH BIGGS, 4 seal. f 


. 
Assistant Commissioner, 


dirt 
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Lopy of Tetters of correspondence of Public Works vequestingy 
opinion. 


CLAIM.OF CHANCELLOR WALWORTH. 


Wasninaron Cray, Sept. 13, 1851; 

How. R..H. WaLworrHm; | 

SIR: 

An act of Congress, approved’ August 8; 1846, made a grant 
of lands to the-them territory of lows, to aid in improving the 
navigation of the Des Moines-river, the first section of whici 
act is in these words: ; 
` “ Be if enacted,.&c.” “That there be and-hereby is, granted 
to the Territory of Iowa, for the purpose of aiding said Terri- 
iory to improve the navigation of the Des Moines rivor, from 
its mouth to the- Raesoon* Fork, (so called,) in said Territory. 
one equal moiety, in alternate sections, of the publie lands, (re- 
maining unsold,.and not otherwise disposed of, encumbered or 
appropriated,) in a strip five milez in width on'each side of said 
river; to Le selectel wituin said Territory, by an agent or 
agents, te oe appointed by the Governor thereof, subject to the: 
approval of the Secretary of the. Treasury of the United 
States." 

Wil you oblige me with your opinion in writing? First, as 
to the object and extent of the grant made by the above section?” 
Does not the grant embrace the lands on each side of the river,. 
from its source to its mouth ? 

Second, In making selections-undér. this grant, the authori- 
ties of the State of Iowa, in December, 1846, selected the sec- 
tions bearing odd numbers, 1, 3, 5, Ze as most advantageous, 
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"because, if selected by even’ numbers, 3. 4, 6, '&c.'the State 
would be deprived of the 16th section, which is by law reserved 
for schools. 

This selection of odú numbers by the State, was subsequent. 
ly, on the 13th of July, 1848,approved.by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his letter of that date to the^Commissioner of the 

‘General Land Office, and-on this the question arises, Did not 
such selection,-and approvab by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
dispose of: the whole question of selection and.approval, so far 
ag was contemplated by the act ;-as the order of selection could 

_not be changed from odd o ewen numbers, and-esmply with the 
law, which says expressly; “one equal moiety, in alternate sec- 
tions.” l 

Third. The.question-beving-been raiséd;as to the extent of 

‘the grant above referred to, the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, in a letter' under date of February-23d, 1848, ad- 
dressed to the Secretary of the Board of Public Works of Iowa; 
being the'first communication received from the Commissioner 
by the Board, after its organization; to enter upon the work of 
the Desmoines improvement, decided that “the State is enti- 
tled to the alternate section within five miles of the Desmoines 
river, throughout the whole extent of that river, within the lim- 
its of Iowa.” 

No work had been done, nor any eontract.let, on said Des- 
moines improvement prior to the receipt, by the Board, of this 
letter of February 23d, 1848, from the Commissioner of the 

‘General Land Office; but shortlyshereafter, and in conformity 
with the construction placed upon-the- law ‘by’ that letter, the 
Board of Public Works of Iowa, contracted. for the comple- 

- tion of a large portion of said improvement; and the contrac- 
tors were to look solely to the moneys arising from the salesof 
lands under this grant for their pay. 

On the second of March, 1849,- the Secretary of the Treasu- 

.xy, having been addressed upon the subject, by. the delegation 
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in Cotigiess from Towa, decided in his letter to those gentle- 
meii; of that date, “that the grant in question extends on both: 
sides of the river Desmoines, from its soure to its mouth, but 
hot into lands on the river in the State of Missouri, and op the 
same day advised the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office thereof, in writing, for his information and government 
on the subject to which it refers.” 
Now, should and did not, the decision of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, in his letter above referred to, of 


Feb. 23d, 1847; the action of the authorities of Iowa, in accor- 
dance therewith; and the decision of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury; stamped as such, beyond a question, by his letter to the 
Commissioner of the same date, for the “government” of the 
conduct of that officer in the matter, of 2d March, 1849, settle 
the whole question, as to the extent of the grant, and place it 
beyond the revocation of the successors in office of the said Se- 
eretary ôf the Treasury ? 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
V. P. VAN ANTWERP. 
Commissioner of Public Works of Iowa. 


H 


CHANCELLOR WALWORTHS REPLY. 


SAEATOGA Sprines, March 14th, 1854. 
Dear Sir: 

In September, 1851, I received a letter dated at Washing- 
ton, on the sixth of that month, and purporting to be signed 
by Bangs, Brothers & Co., giving me a copy of the first sec- 
tion of the act of the Sth of August, 1846, granting lands to 
lowa, to improve the Desmoines river, and requesting my 
opinon as to the extent of the grant. I had heard of a firm 
of Brokers in the city of New York, of that name, and sup- 
posed the letter was written by a member of that firm, as 1 
had heard of no other of the name. But the statement of 
the question was so imperfect, that I could not venture to 
give them an opinion, without knowing what question had 
in fact arisen under thé act. I was about to write to them 
for further particulars, when I received a communication of 
the 13th of September, 1851, from General Van Antwerp, as 
the Commissioner of internal improvements, of the State of 
lowa,a copy of which is herewith sent you. This was ac- 
companied by a letter of the same date, signed Bangs, Bro- 
thers & Co., stating. that since they wrote, new questions had 
arisen ; and upon consultation it had been thought best that. 
he should send me an official communication on the subject. 

I immediately, upon the 1eceipt of General Van Antwerp's 
request, commenced examining the case, and had nearly com- 
pleted my written opinion thereon, when I received. a letter 
dated at New York, of which the following is a copy. 

* New York, Sept, 22d, 1851. 
* Sir: 3 


“You have undoubtedly received by due course of mail, a ` 


letter from General Van Antwerp, dated at Washington, 


i 


- 
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asking your opinion as to certain law points. 1tis very im- 
portant that he should receive your opinion by, at the latest, 
next Monday. We have the opinions of Col. Benton, Judge 
Bronson, R. J. Walker, Reverdy Johnson and others, and on- 
lv wait yours. Please address your letter to General Van 
Antwerp, Washington. 
I am, sir, very respectfully yours, 
ANSON BANGS, 
Agent for State of Iowa." 


Hon. R. H. WaLworrH, Saratoga Springs.. - 

The opinion was completed on the 25th of September, and 
sent to General Van Antwerp ; stating to him that my charge 
for the opinion would be $250. In that opinion I had sug- 
gested the course which I thought the agents of the State of 
lowa ought to pursue, in case the, final decision of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior should be adverse to the claim of the 
«State. In consequence of this suggestion, Gen. Van Antwerp 

returned the opinion to me, with a request that I would re- 
"write it, leaving -out-that suggestion ; for reasons which he 
‘explained to me in a private and confidential letter. Iae- 
cordingly rewrote the opinion and returned it to him imme- 
-«diately.; and it was then laid before the Secretary of the In- 
terior. And the decision was subsequently made by him 
reversing the decision of ss predecessor, and sanctioning the 
«claim as made by the State, and in conformity with my opin- 
ion. 

Not having received my fee, and learning that General 

. Van Antwerp was no longer at Washington, and having re- 
«ceived a paper published at Keokuk, containing the tinal 
«decision of the Secretary of the Interior, in favor of the claim 
of the State, and also a copy-of my opinion on the question, 
I wrote to Bangs, Brothers & Co., at New York, in relation 
‘to my fee; and also another on the subject directed to them 
«at Washington City. In answer to the first, I received alet- 
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ter from Bangs, Brothers & Co., of New York, saying they 
had no knowledge of the matters to which it referred. 

On the 19th of December, 1851, I wrote to Gen. Van Ant- 
werp at Keokuk, enclosing a copy of these letters, and a day or 
two after I received a letter, dated at Washington, the 16th of 
December, as follows : 

** Dear siv—Funds from Iowa will be received in a few days. 
to pay you. I am, sir, very respectfully yours, 

ANSON BANGS.” 

Hon. R. R. Wanworts, Saratoga Springs, N. Y.? 


In January, 1852, I received from Gen. Van Antwerp, a fer. 
ter dated the 12th of that month, at Keokuk, acknowledging the 
receipt of my letter of the 17th of December, with its enclosures; 
expressing surprise that my fee had not been paid by Anson 
Bangs, long since; and stating also that it was at his sugges- 
tion counsel was employed in the case; and that he volunteer- ` 
ed to pay all expenses of that sort that might be incurred; and 
that before the General left Washington, in October, Bangs as- 
sured bim that the counsel fees would be paid without delay, 
and he supposed it had been done of course; that Anson Bangs 
was then in New York, and he would write him by the same 
mail, and that he would undoubtedly immediately pay me. 

Having heard nothing further from Bangs, 1 again wrote 
Gen. Van Antwerp, on the subject, on the 11th December, 
1852. Iis answer dated at Keokuk, on the 26th of Jenuary, 
1853, suggested that I should sue Bangs, Brothers & Co., and 
if I could not collect it from them, the State would undoubtedly 
pay me. Ihave not, however, been able to find any such firm 
as Bangs, Brothers & Co., except the one in New York, or to 
get any answer from Anson Bangs, admitting his liability to 
payme. And Ihave no evidence upon which I could sustain a 
personal claim against him. If he has made a valid agree- 
ment with the Commissioner of Internal Improvements, by 
which he is liable to pay these expenses, the State should com- 
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pelhim to perform "his engagements; and it should pay me 
without further trouble, for my services of which it has had 
the benefit. 

Will you, dear sir, have the goodness to writetothe Governor 
on the subject, and endeavor to have the matter put in such a 
form as that I may receive my pay. 

2E Yours with respect, 
REUBEN H. WALWORTH. 

Hon. A. C. Donar, U. S. Senator from Iowa. 

P. S. [have also written to Gen. Van. Antwerp again on the 
«subject, within a few days past. 
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“To the Hox. S. Hemesteap, Gov. of Iowa; 

Str : In pursuance of, and in obedience to an appointment 
of your Excellency, as Saline Agent, I beg leave to make the 
following report, which will complete the selections with the 
exception of one section in the land District west of this, and 
vontiguous to spring No. 8. 

Selections contiguous to spring No. 1. 
So. T.R. 
` 1 ¡69/17 
9 JE 
22 70)“ 
23 DEA 
: 96 43% 
Excepting E. 3, S. W. 4, which has 
been rejected. I supply it with E. 4 of | 
N. E. à of Sec. 13, T 70. R. 17. 
Selections contiguous to spring No. 2. 20 [70116 


In lien of section 29, T. 70 R, 16, heretofore rejected, Me 
*QQuRR selected twice, de 
x 
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Spring No. 3.: . + 

Selections supplying parts of sections that have been either 
rejected or selected heretofore to spring No. 3, in lien of $. 
E. x of S. E. 4 Sec. 2, T. 70, R.17. Ihave selected S. E. 3 of 
S. E. 1 of Sec. 3, T. 70,.R. 17, and in lieu of S. E. 3 of S. W. 
and W. 48. E. 4 and N.E.: of S. E. 3 of Sec. 35, T. 71, R. 
17, we select the N. W. 3 $ ec, 23 T. 70 R. 16. 

Spring No. 4, as in case of No. 3, portions of contiguous 
lands, having either been suspended or rejected : 

In lieu of N. E.'4 of S. E. 4 and N. W. 3 of S. W. 1 See. 
.31, T. 70, R. 16, I ‘selected E. 3 of N. E. 1 of Sec. 12, T. 69, 
R. 17, and in lieu of N. 3 of S. E. 4, and N. 4, S. WA of Sec. 
29, T. 70, R. 16, I selected S. 4 S. W. 4, and S. 3 S. E, 4 of 
Sec. 19, T. 70, R. 16. 

To this spring it appears that only four contiguous sections 
have ever been selected. I therefore make up that omission 
by selecting the N. E. qr. of Sec. 29, N. W. qr. Sec. 24, and 
S. 4 of Sec. 12, T. 70, R. 16. 

I certify that the foregoing is a correct statement of Saline 
lands selected by me to supply deficiencies occasioned by re- 
jections, suspensions and omissions. 

Witness my hand, 


June 99th, A. D. 1854. 
In selecting these lands it will be seen that I have selected 
over some lands that have been suspended until the stake 
could show them to be the nearest vacant lands, suitable as 
contemplated by the law Zo. Oe purpose, to the particular 
spring for which they were selected. This I found would 
take a great amount of labor to do, if indeed it could ever be 
done. Consequently, I re-selected them, knowing that they 
are now the nearest suitable sections, to the respective springs 
and as whole sections were not to be had in & reasonable dis- 
z; tance; in. one or two instances, I have taken parts of sections 
do make a section to supply deficit, all of which is respeetfel- 


J KISTER, Agent. 


r 


House Bee. Ne. 2. IE. 5 


ly submitted. Most, if not all, the lands that I have re-selec- 
ted, have been sold by the State authorities, which makes 
very necessary that the selections of them now be approved 
by the General Government. 
Nery respectfully, 
J. KISTER, 
Saline Land Agent. 
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STATE TREASURER 
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OF IOWA. 


IOWA CITY: 
S. Ae MAHONY & J, B. DORR, STATE PRINTERS, 


2 


Strate TnEASURER's OrricE, Iowa, 


lowa City, Nov. 10th, 1854. 


To his Excellency, Srermen Hempsteap, Gov. of Iowa: 


Sir,—In accordanee with the 68th section of the “Code of 
Towa,” I have the honor to communicate to you the following 
Report of the Finances, from the first day of November, 1852, 
up to the thirty-first day of October, 1854, both days inclusive: 
to wit: 

Nov. 1,1852, State revenue on hand, $8,602 88 
The receipts, from the above date up 


to Oct. 31, 1854, were, 114,946 87 
Proceeds from the sale of the Saline 
Lands up to Oct. 31, 1854, 10,515 70 
Total amount of receipts, $134,065 45 


During the same period ¿here has 
been paid out on Auditor's war- 
rants, 118,542 90 


Leaving balance in the treasury of l $15,522 55 

The Legislature, at its last session, passed a law, entitled 
“ An Act authorizing the Treasurer of State to collect certain 
money therein named," and in obedience thereto, Y visited 
Washington City and collected from the United States 
85,521 84, and placed the same in the State Treasury. 
- "The same Legislature also passed a law appropriating 

$400 00 for the purpose of procuring a “fire and thiefproof 
salamander safe,” for the use of the State Treasury, which has 
been purchased, and is now in this office. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

: MARTIN L, MORRIS, 
State Treasurer, 
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STATE TREASURERS OFFICH, ? 
Towa, Iowa Orry, Jan. 2d, 1864, | 


GENTLEMEN or THE House or REPRESENTATIVES : 


In obedience to a resolution of your Honorable Body, Y 
herewith transmit for your inspection a detailed account of the 
financial condition of the State, for the last two fiscal years. 
For the particulars in relation to the various warrants redeemed 
at this office, I would most respectfully refer you to the 
Auditor of State. 


Yours respectfully, 
MARTIN L, MORRIS, 
State Treasurer. 
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Nov. 1, 1852, State Revenue on hand, . ^ $8,602 88 


The Receipts from the above date up to October 
dist, 1854, were - -x~ 
Proceeds from the sale of Saline Lands, up to 


- 


- =- 119108 


October Bist, 1854, - - - - 10,515 70 


Total amount of receipis, - 134,065 45 


During the same period there hag been paid out 


on Auditors warrants, - - ~  - 418542 90 


Leaving balance in the Treasury of ^ — $15,522 55 
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17,00 

20100 
SEN Ou 


[um 


1852. Date. No. o. 


x OY. 


Dec. 


ec! 16 
o 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


6 leno 


"n 
aen: 


1T, 


x Ms 
pace » o 


Hoga 
2011 
4015! 
M 15 al 
4019 


m MX 


zv. i 
pu 
E itus 
à "2 Í 


Lu 


at 2039] 


— 


Contiaurd. 


Payee. 


T G Given, 


SPERRE DEUM 


Warda & Daughm, 


Gavin € Gillaspie, 


Gourao HT achel, 
D T Dei ad, 
J Leaner 
WA White 
ai Murriuger, 
David Smith, 
W 11 Beevers, 
W ii Stephens, 

do do 

do do 
A Lurton, 
S An zs 
W IL Weatherly, 
W O Thompson, 
S " Kinney, - 
R. C, Lowe, 
ka zi Pattee, 

Wo If Menit, 
i ht UT 
G II "ieren, 


E are aa 


E Lefingwell 

Se Ki Toa, 
Bia tin Nowlin, 
At aul, 
i. b Morris, 
J C Weni iath, 
2l Reno, l 
J Woods, | 
Bin "p stead, T 

v H Morrison, 
C burlotte Sandy, 
AA Bradford, 
H H Varber, 


M AA amma EE EE e E E pen 
pr «A an maae Seen i) 


l Amount, 


i 
| es 8430 
s 
| 10: 
2 00 
| 12 s0 
| > Ges 
| 


1200 
28:05 


230 £0 
15300 
41 13 
190 on 
26 00 
87 50 
22300 
10000 

$00 
20 00 
10000 


EE a n rong. T mmm n a 


i 
2537 62 
60 00 
250 00 
114100 
; 10000 
250 00 


O r Aen 


a sen, A 


Se ege ms e Leet 


16 


| 
4 s i 


Continued. 


EE Aë sr e E See Aë, Séi P € 
a e A M a — 0€ S —— À——À e pe 


1852. Dat. M ayee. ‘Amount. 


A 
E NITET EN 
Dec.| 24 enl LB&O A Patterson, | 11170 
| — 4028 ` Robbins, | 675 
pisa: G E Delorest, , 0515 
Po uen! do d '80 
Ai Lee & Pratt, i 680 
GER " v EE | 270 
pue 8 Hai mplon, | 9402 
: fees do do ! 8750 
| g5 dong H H Merritt, |! 20240 
: DRD BF Bari al ok, ' 10000 
: SO 2b 4 E ro Benion, : 26 40 
ius? sl OE UR l SA 
18398, i 
dm, rt Lid Coo W MeCleary, : 12590 
d w d. SUI h Wilitns, i 100.0 
f D onu Sohn Bro Why, l oH 
| Did — Vía S Wilson, ` 83000 
NE UNE TW D Maii, Lau 
A WW Dy, . $5600 
UE M Av YT waria ' uk 
: pu io Hn ma Lyon, RD 00 
QE Eius FREU , VO 
' 18 i755 Pa AN 0200 
dues Jpn nm Ar, Bocietz, .. 650430 
LU et JI "Delen | i 00 
[isl 2: he Civ: | 1030 
ADV sut Nu 5 , 192909 
, Ye $ dou Za Live 
i Rare ee ENET "EE C 
TES FIXE 3 M 
| UM du Ld cow yt ' pt 
i Usus lip s heri ' Pu) 
EE is Hebe. CE M Seet 
Wy A A e Cu" C 
, SC t jut 
| A» x b EX E io 
; dE et Së qe ; See 


t7 


Coutinued. 


PS n—————Pr——————Á— P! 


Bate. | No.| 


SE Ee 


19 5021! 
503 
5013 
HE 
AQT 
9823! 
91. 
14930 
40 1. 
AGG 5 
1957. 
031 
1807 
291^ 
2015 

1607 
IK 
KH 

1005 

iun" 
A002 

1973 

2059 
5011 

1093 
1971 
924 

197^ 

x9 1917 

105. 
49406 
£99. 
9015. 
5019: 


inan! 
205", 


Jan, 


AAN C em te = 


Payee. 


A Uarris, 

Geo W Crang, 

4 S Hooton, 

H D La Cassiti, _ 

Mr. Bryant, 

Mr Gilaore, 

Mr Stephens, 

J Leper. 

Air Alisa, 
Allon, 
Cowles, 
Means, 

S P Yeomans, 

Mr Ress, 

James Wieks, 

5 Searey, 

“iy Cleaves, 
Waltars, 

G. 9 Griesbry, 

wit Ca, 

“Russel, 

R, 

Fusion 
MePherri.z, 
Washburn, 
Putnam, 
maton, 
Tiendersuatt 
Danean, 

J M Yillass, 

WOT Adair, 

J Staford, 

Mr Alre 

, Sales, 
Schramm, 
Hillis, 


a 


i 


Ze 


enen, en Ot 


‘Amount. 
1 


00 
00 


00 


00 


to. No . 


! 
i 
i 
i 
i 


20 5041 


5042: . 
5041] 


18 


Continued. 


Clarke 
Townsend, 
Leffingwell, 
Wasson, 

G F Greene, 

Mr Hedrick, 

N Everson, 


^J E Fletcher, 


Mr Lowe, 
Sells, 

N Everson,i 

Mr Preston, 
Cowles, 
Spees, 
Bryon, 


Richard Quinter, 


Mr Lewis, 

. Hepner, 
R Quinter, 
Mr Mitchell, 

Park, 
Sharp, 


Montgomery, 


Garber, 
Goodson. 
Wiliams, 


Duckworth, 


Clark, 
Steadman, 


G € J Powell, 


Mr McKinney, 


Payee. 


> | 
MEM em acte RE FREE Wege ii mec a s her 


"m — Lt OE TINO AE EEE EN e e 


TEE Sae naa denim eme Eum] eme sem mmer, e cw A 


o [peers st | Amount 


170 00 
124 00 
120 00 
112 60 
116 00 
118 00 
128 00 
220 00 
120 00 
120 00 
116 00 

4 00 
108 00 
112 00 
119 00 
108 00 
108 00 
122 00 
116 00 
130 00 
50 00 
120 00 
118 00 
125 00 
112 00 
112 00 
164 00 
136 00 
130 00 
130 00 
114 00 
122 00 
116 00 
106 00 

50 00 
410 00 


p a T Emme Tm e UTN ATTE T von YA RA 


1853. 


January 21/4966 
14958 


¡5066 
(4955, 
me 
4993 
E 
4984 
4995 
22 4981 
:50361 
‘5044; 
15068: 
SE 
5000: 
:5050! 
:1094, 
14953 
4965 
15022! 
15060; 
5061: 
5058 
5059; 
15055 


PR 


4998: 
(3054 

i „5070; 
5071 
225010 
15017 
491 
4964’ 
5081] 


4985) 


19 


Continued. 


nmn———————————————— RR 


t À—— 


Mr. Drake, 
Bunker, 

G Greene, 

Mr Bonson, ' 
Ramsey, 
Reeder, 
Hann, 
Jessep, 
Rodgers, 
Grimes, 
Hull, 
Needham, 

W H Merrit, 

Mr Johnson, 
Seymour, 
Shields, 
Rice, 

A D Anderson, 

Mr Dodge, 

W H Abrams, 

S J Dunham, 

N Park Woods, 

Mr Sayles, 
Boyles, 

E Vanmeter, 
Mr Whitmore, 
Sears, 

T B Cumming, 

P B Bradley, 

S Walker, 

Mr Witter, 

l Rigge, 
ran 
Dine 
Fisher. 
MeArthur, 


oe 


120 00 
104 00 
250 00 
120 00 
118 00 
108 00 
124 00 
110 00 
110 00 
116 00 
124 00 
120 00. 
68 49 
160.00 
116 00 
120 00 
134 00 
120 00 
112 00 
4.00 
108 00 
100 00 
98 00 
100 00 
196 00 
116 00 
116 00 
196 00 
28 00 
8 80 
106 00 


100 00 


919 60 
116 00 
132 00 
108 00 


e 


20 


Continued. 
Date. "Nod "Payee. ` Interest] Amount. 
r—  Ó— — mendi deeg —"— (a 
1853, -. | t 
JauwryP:5002,; Mr Wilson, 106 00 
5025; Browninz, 116 op 
5004] Taylor, | 118 00 
y 5056 : W hitmore, |; 190 00 
4978! J O Green, j 110 00 
405% My. Caulk, ; 110 00 
5072 — John Remlin, ' i 40 08 
5023: James «pudor | 50 06 
| 5506 W H Seevers, | 250 OF 


3009 Mr Love, 


075 J C Knanp 59 00 

O RISOTTI A Hart, P DA SE 14 
9008 , 63 07 
Gi Hort & Lore, ' to 250 01 
oa ES Temp-ton, 12 0; 
5051; G GA, ES : 130 00 
5992 James Pattee, 1 13 00 
5052 Peter Comboy, , 0207 A0 

5094 E Q Cole, | vo 6^5 

| 5075 m Dí O A Paticrson ; 26 AS 
ESA Y D Powell, . o "4 00 

DUST PR Bradley, 16 01 

‘ DOES JD a , 23 00 
GI H D La Ca utt. j 23 50 
aan W Pa REI E . 1000 05 
n Hutcain-on & Wakes. 18 17 
mn J Steon ; 800^ 

50,6. J D Evans, Ze | 8 ov 
604 Gare & Hell, i 124 56 
300, § N Pattee, 10 00 

fr: W Estteo, i 314 16 

` QUO, Thos Snyder, A 20 00 
Suz di Powe M , 48 35 
bon: NG E " 25 00 

JL: " Hempstead, , ` 800 00 


TO C. An. zowa, r A Ye 


- 


Date. Ño. f 


January SS 


2l 


^ 


- Continued. 


— eg A A 


o ën 


1853. 


5057 
2098 
5119 
5103 
on 9120 
2 í :1988 
15121 
28 5 9105 
123 
0124! 1 
S125 
5190: 
122 
15128, 
5110: 
23 5111 
5107 
5129 
31 5097 
0114 
2115 
2150 


Febrary 15181 


ie inn geg E 


olo2- 


5133, 
5134 
15125 
(9130, 
15137; 
15138: 
5199 
45141! 
5148 
5145: 
5142 


— 


Payee. 


J P Carleton, 
WII (erger, 


EE i Amount. 


| 


Trowbridge Senders 


M L Morris, Libra’ n, | ' 


Mr Vogt, 


Jas W ¡llisms, CJS c 


Afr Hutchinson, 
Emerson & Shields, 
Joun Clark, 
das W Woods, 
O Calder, 
Jas Wilhams, 
Luke Palmer, 
John 3 Corse, 

[44 
JD Templin, 
Jolm P "attee, 


IEW Fyfe. 


N G Benton, 
Secretary of State, 
W Pattee, 

T II Benton, jr, 

E H Ires, 

James P Carleton, 
RP Lowe, 

Geo Andrews, 
Thos II Benton, jr, 
M H Morris, 


Thos II Benton, 
D? Di 


6s [44 
A Hart, P M, 
M L Morris, S T, 
John Clark, 
Thos II Bonton, 


mt A a 37 weder 


M i itas ttti ii 


— 


| 
| 


' 1644 90 
600 064 
935 37 

15 00 
A00 00 
200 00 
100 00 


em e em 


22 


Continued. 
Date. Nol Payee. | Interest. [ Amount. 
1858. | 
Febru'ry 44815 , GW McCleary, 125 00° 
¡5106 E i 79 20- 
55116; W H Merritt, 157 91 
5 5146|) G W McCleary, 600 00 
i108, F Sanxay, | 1 99 
5029: Mr Crosthwait, | 100 09 
51050! GD Crosthwait, | 381 00 
5147: H D Downey, i 209 25 
10 15154 R Spaulding, | 17 Ou 
¡$152 J C Fletcher, 24 00 
(5155. W & J Greene, | 29 51 
5160; Joseph Williams, | 500 00 
4972; G Folsom, 104 00 
16 '5178 G D Crosthwait de Co. 280 00 
15163, W H Turner, | 12 60 
BC , Gower & Holt, i 11 75 
23 15150  F Drown, | 10 00 
.5149 C Negus, | 50 00 
:5166| Caleb Baldwin, 10 00 
[5178 Drown, | 40 00 
5164 J Clark, | 18 00 
i5167} John Clark, 108 00 
24 ¡5182 Saml. Bressler, 120 00 
5186! Jas D Eads, 30 00 
5157, Saml Bressler, 30 00 
5189| Egle & Miller, 4 50 
5191) Sanders & Davis, 50 
5190;  Gulech & Co. 15 00 
5101; Peter Robers, 50 
5161 Wm Haddock, 5 50 
5100! Wm Lee, i 8 50 ` 
5175| John Clark, 2 18: 
sra. «“ 3-00 
25 |5195) W H Merrit, 564 85 
5193; D O Finch, 1 00 
51971 Wm Pattee, 17 15, 


1853. 


Febru’y 


March 


April, 


E 
25,5196; 
15199: 
45214 
8'5209 
9:5212 
26,5219, 
11,5169, 
:5265 
¡5074 
14529 
14419, 
5194 
'5236 
9078. 
5937 
14 5233: 
5213: 
15288] 
9221: 
5222; 
0225, 
'5217 
5227; 
185099 
9076 
(A719, 
5230; 
52101 
5229! 
GE agi 
5 Zi D 
aan ad 
EEN 
SMS A 
5243. 


215231; 


23 
Continued. 


T B Cumming, 
Wm Pattee, 
Wm H Merritt, ' 
Geo W McCleary, 
Wm H Merritt, , 
Jas H Gower, T BA 
Wm H Merritt, 
Mahony & Dorr, 
A P Wood. i 
Smith & MoKinley, ` 
Wim H Merritt. 
W H Hamilton, 
T S Wilson. 
A. P Wood, 
Wm H Merritt, 
W Mekav 
Wm H Merritt, 
Wm H Merritt, i 
Joseph Williams, ` 
A A Bradiord, l 
das Cavenaugh, 


“2 00 


wet 


zo 


is Pattee, S. 8. IL 
J eph Williams, 
CA Robbins, 
W H Morr 
des 2 Í 
Qo wf Moulear y 
Wm Pattee, | 
Wm P Dote, 
S Iempatead, , 
Geo W McCleary, ` 
A Hat, 
Curtis Bates, | 
martis Bates, E 
E Vancyko, 
Gea Greene, * j 


85 


— —————— e 
ee A MÀ — E € 


a (Inter est. p Amount. 


geed 


215241 
255228 
285252 


$ 
ES 
Baal 


D 
we 
14 
ke 
red (+ 
"——— —— 


sas 


115 12 za 


— o. Sem 


er 


n0 4841 
5I 2H 
PET 


His -—- s 


Modern | 


' 2E 
bit 
IC, 
171, 
i Madar! 
18532 
' 18321 i 


e 


.. x 


Ha t f 
4838 
{S50 
dd 
24 | 
aol 
15110; 


ebe rte apen 


June, 


24" 


i 


i 


— zenter 


Joseph Williams, 
W IL Merritt, 
J D Howell, 

vf DI 


MI Morris; S Lin. 
W H Merritt, , 
d P Carlet on, E 
JI Gower. Tr DASS 
J S ps 
WU Morris : 
ts co 
TIT Denton, i 
R P Lowo, 
A R Multas, "à 


J Smith Ilooten, | 
H 
l 
| 


Anon Hart, 
AL forris, i 
doch Stetzer,+ 
Seet : 


1 . 
La Meoris, 
KK des rr 
Brathan d, 


a 


H 
din 


ticnev Jeu cit, 

Tariy do Co, 

d Y Vinney 

AW Carpenter, 

d Diersun, 

2 Loreen ic Miu cs x 

JE Asinncy, i 

J WE Woods. : 

AA Lradívid, , 
Se | 
és « t 

à 

[£1 [14 e 

R Quinter, | 

Hi Hi 
F Springer, | 


aha — 


-— mm 


` Inter est. 


— e etree, 


ERE 
ca Lt 


es e Seege A m FREE ebe obits ee Mm rr 


e i zm 


Amount.- 


M — "ri eeh 


165 00 
03 06 
i08 ut) 
in 60 
2 qid 


ul ILL 
6.5! 
2973 Ou 
Wa TY 
Su qu 
tee qn 
io 45 
Oh WE 
*0 Cyr? 


2558100! 
PET nü 

1 99 
i3 i5 
(243 dpe) 
RK ) (Y) 
ie dp 
o0 U. 
Fo 00 
S on) 
SN) £n) 


WE 
y 


190 

Ur no) 
200 00 
Lo c0 
may CO 
D (10 
ou QU 
50 Qu 
5Óu ue: 
10 00- 
19 GQ 
20 19 


14 jen 
30,5802 
1,530 d 
10505 


July 


pai 
þe 


! e 5180 


‘Payee. — 


AL L Morris, 

Wm Pattee, 

Geo W McCleary, 
Geo Grigsby, 

N MeCullough, 

M L Morris (Inter. 
Stephen Hempstead. 
J $ Townsend, 

W Pattee, 

W Lee, 

Geo Green, ` 
ML E 

ID Laos GM 
Henry Jew dts 

D O Dunlap, 

W Leo, 

C A Robbins, 

C A Robbing, 

J Brown, i 


4 


J 1i Gower, Tr. BA, 
kx ke he 


dus D Carleton, 
John Cha k, i 
Thos H Benton, E. 
w P Doty, 

Geo Guigsby, 

R T Trone, ` 

R Quiuter, ` 

G Grigsby, 


R Quinter, i 
Ze [14 E i 


Lë 


J D Morgan, 
DC Dunlap. | 
John Whittaker, | 


nd 


Interest, } | Amount, 


E 


Re mee HO ame e E n ec 


d 


Date. |No.| A 


—Ó————á 


1853. A 
August 11. SE 


GI by 
C Cm 
Ut te CIIS ee 


— SUO cote te pam in 
UA C Vege kel 
* 
Ges 


S 


re Ta EAM rmm ny y 


i 
[S t bt 


$c. co 


- 


0240, 
wal 
pt 


51,5331. 


26 


Continued. 


Payee. 


—— 


John Whitaker, 
J D Eads, 

D € Dunlap, 
Geo Grigsby, 


e 


e te 


T 8 Espy, 
N Me Gullough, 


> E Di 


W A Hornish & Co. 


Di ev G 


Geo Grigsby, 
DG Dunlap, 


Lë 


Geo Grigsby, 
« 


D C Dunlap, 
LE ae 


Johh Clark, 
A B "Bradford, 
A Black, 
W P Doty, 
Mahoney & Derr, 
T 5 Wilson, 
WP Doty ys 
Di es 


WD Merritt, 
HI Di 


[44 [í4 


Alahin & Son, 
John Lemp & Co. 
D A Dewey, 


n — 


| Interest.| Amount. 


endi 


Tue 


131 40 
150 00 
100 00 
30 00 
5 "5 


. 950 00 


100 00 
75 00 
560 12 
350 06 
92 39 

9 00 

4 00 
100 04 


* 


Date. — 
— 1858. 
August 31 
Sept 1 
2 
3 
5 
6 
10 
14 
2 15 
16 
1T 
Sept. 1T 


] Ro, 
apum. 
| 

5392! 

5332] 


SE f 


5330; 
53371 
5338. 
3311 
5177) 
5310 
5543) 
5260; 
525 1| 
5265 
5270) 
511 6| 
5215 
5328; 
5308 
5127 
5349 
5165 
5 188 
5345. 
5294 
3291 
5347 
5348 


Continued. 

Payee. Interest. | Amount. 
! 550 00 

E P Lowe, 166 208 25 — 
WD Doty. ; 250 00 
WwW H Seevers, 5 50, 28 00 
Sanford Harned, | 600 
RH Warden. | 19 00 
W A Johnson, | 57 00 
Lewis Judson, i 4 56. 21 80 
James D-ker, sl 100 00 
R Bayless, 250 00 
W C Ledin gwell, 2 49 250 00 
TSW ilsori, 5 Sl: 25 00 
Wm Pattee, ! 195 00 
Geo W AleCleary, | 100 00 
M L Morris, ! 150 00 
Wm Pattee, BEIEN 00 
John Brown, | 100 00 
J D Huston, 85, 150 00 
Jos Williams, 1 40! 150 00 
W Pattee, S S House t~~ a 250 00 
J S Hooten, = 4 75 00 


27 


JS Hooten & T B Cu: 
W Pattee, 
G W Bond, 
John R Needham, | 
W E Lefüngwel, ` 
Jos Williams, | 
Morgan & MeKinney, 
C J Robbins, 
IGS M Mills, 

M. B Root, 

D € Cloud, 

G Grigsby, 


x McCullough, 
G. Grigsby, 


aes 


T D Cumming, [ 
I 


on 


i 

| 

| -35 00 

! 8150 

| 85 00 

200 06 

100 00 

400 00 
50 06 

125 Q0. 


Date. 


— n ———À aae 


| No: |} 


1853. 


Sept. 


Net, 


Nor, 


E Dee, 


265350 
99040: 
5852 
5301 
3273 

27 5350! 

5355' 

5305 


3308 


DEE Sr DIE 
D 
Lag 


Dec ri 
T anal 
bn 
T 


o 521 
23415 
5117 
5119 
55120 
3209 


5416) 


5421 
5429 

MER DS 
5 42f 


28 


Continued. 


W G Lovell, 
9 Ilempstead, 
W S Mathews, 
A Allen. 

W Pattee, 
CD Gage, 
Wb Doty, 
38 Towns nl 
ALL Moni, 
des Cave. ii eh, 
wW Ale? Muy, 


E LA ZE y hast » 


3 


= o pt e 
<’ 

uw STU 
Vi 
Gv 
WW 
PL 
Tei 


bk H 
a " +t 
* li dua AELK MIT 


A zl Y e ENS, 
gu d 
A 
org e Grece, 
de 


X “eure ag 
doin Pattce, 
Yy Pattee, 
desse Derry, 
GW MeCloar 
KH L Moi rris, 


S E 
das Cavenzugh, 
DET Kei 

W Partes, 

John Pattee, 

Peter P F reeman, 

D C Clow], 


Di e 
e 


"ED i 
y 
| | 


, 
$ 


t 
H 
| n 
H 
1 
4 
4 
: 
H 
H 


| Interest. | Amount. 


€— 


200 00 
250 0U 
100 00 


e 

1 
KA 
e 


kel 29 


TELA LA T 


100 00 


Gt AO 
= 
cm 
E 


135 00 
100 00 
= oT po 
250 00 
30 (& 
50 00 
6 00 
33 60 
3 50 
200 00° 


29 


Continued. 


` 
` e EE PEE EE E 
* 


A nee o 3 
EH 


Date. No. Payee. ‘interest. | Amount. 


M M eain e mee renum at per amem Brech 


Dec. 5427! Banbury & Redhead, 
19428 S Mitchell, , i i 00 
9429 F Thompson, 2 25 
11:543 M MI Morris, . 2,585 62 
125482) Geo WI McCleary, . 29 20 
18/5433 Hr Sterzer, * 99 00 
17 5424 M. MeGinniss ; 69 00 


23 70 


m — 


25 5420 Wt Pattee, 5 S House, : 2850 00 
017446 Jac “ob Starzer, i 9206 06 
255149: David Bar Zahl, 94 (0 
dt? | 250 CO 
13:45 G Greene, . . 
SSH Wolter "Ferrell, i . 205 
1 5150] deara Derry, 29 09 
io451|] WW enar, | 259 66 
isatel J Ncodbuun . — 4 00 
[51520 W Ii Seerers, | ^ 850 09 
pios “o € , .186 160 68 
5101] “o. nü Jtg 
ing} nn Tsu 160 C0 
siti Mabaska co. Aga fo. 50 00 
5925) W IL Seevers, S47 250 00 
0149! Joseph Yi "Wane E, ; i27 du 
5500 GU Riddle, | , 930 00 
S301 ii C Celavell, 50 00 
piso 8 c. 04 ' 98 00 


da. SH hide, ; 2530 n0 
ced AA Bradzord, | co 
PS: d | 100 60 


ps 
D 
e 


x [44 , 


| A ; H 50 60 
0 53u0] Johnsen ee. Ag Soc. , 316 200 00 
(3498) A A A Bras wd, > 59 00 
34521 HU Warren, 11 00 


i 

SH JS Tov "end, i 900 00 
nd: al Dij AD, OR , i 59 00 
mor. M D MM fy en hd g! 3” 

WAT! D 3 2rd e - ay et, 350 00 
cale! ) ; 250 00 


` Date. WEG 


1854 | | 
January 9/5287) 
¡52891 

15293, 
5388) 
saa 


30 


(5380; 
ong A 
5373: 
5383 

i 


5456 
54492 
5456| 

105447) 
15408 
be 
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G W Grigsby, 4 00 100 00 
« i 4 00! 100 00 
S e 4 00: 100 00 
Jefferson.co. Ag. Soc. 3 aal 200 00 
G Gordon 5 33! 200 00 
R Putnam, 50! 20 00 
Agr ricultnral Society. 2 83) 200 00 
W P Doty, 2 000 50 00 
R Putnam, | 50! 20 00 
J G Stein, 60 50 
John Clarke, | 4 70 
G Gillaspy, | 2000 
Jas Williams, 5500 
J C Townsend, 50 00 
J H Gower, T D Asy. 3 33 250 00 
George Grigsby, ¿ 100 00 
WPD 1 op 5o Q0 
AW SL o 00 
Déi Hi i 15 00 
Win Pattee, , 800 00 
T IL Benton, i 900 00 
Wm Smith, 250 00 
JH Gower, TBA, 750 00 
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John Tollerman, 25 80 
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Continued. 
Date. No. | Payee. j Interest. Amount." 
1854, 

June  5|5563 M L Morris, 100 00 

5564, «  « i 37 50 

715565 W McKay, | 55 07 
9|9725: Asa Hughes, 213 

$560 David Stanfield, " 2400 

1015567 D G Cloud, . 900 0 

12/5569 AL Morris, (Interest) 2,585 62 

1515571 W Smith, 250 00 
5572 Geo W McCleary, ` 125 00 ` 
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2315350 W M Wallbridge,  : , 200 00 
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Continued. 
Payee Interest. | Amount. 
Wm Pattee, 150 00 
50 00 
Mahony & Dorr, 317 00 
Sylvester & Harrison, 6 00 
James Thompson, | ' | 60 00 
Monroe To. Agr. Soc. | 100 00 
Henry Co. Agr. Soc. 63 16 
RM “Burnett, j 150 00 
d G Green, i ; 200 00. 
Joseph Williams, : 69 62 
W Lee, | i 2 00 
Wm Smith, | | 250 00 
George Green, | , 250 00 
W H Scevers, i | 250 00 
Cleghbam & Harrison, | 18 95 
GW MeClear ip A ! 984 70 
Joseph Dungan i 20 00 
JS Townsend, ` | i 9250 00 
Od MeFarland, | | 250 00 
Prost Blind Asylum. 375 00 
J B Booth, 250 00 
MR 250 00 
Mahony & Dorr, ; 90 71 
.Amos Cummings, 109 65 
J C Wall, 230 00 
Scott Co. Agr. Soc., 200 00 
Prost Blind Asylum. . 105 00 
S198 04113343 96 
198 94 


Total amount, $113,542 90 
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Committee 
FEDERAL RELATIONS: 


Senate of Iowa. 


ON THAT SUN OF THE INAUGURAL MESSAGE OF 
HIS E LLENGCY, GOVERNOR GRIMES, WHICH 
HAS REFERENCE TO THE SUBJ ECT 
OF SLAVERY. 


| IOWA CITY: 


\ 
D. A, MAHONY & J. B. DORR, STATE PRINTERS.” 
1855. 


TL 


ea 


-e we cr 


pod 


hee tegt 


^ 


‘The Committee on Federal Relations. to whom was referred 


so much of a Ino cneural Address of his Excelleney the Gov- 


ernor 88 related to thy subject of Slavery, beg leave to submit 
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such is the eunisoiioty Groy ninion a amonzit us uy un that quer- 
uon, that Hs buen cn. into our disenzsiuns woullinevita- 
bly engross Ex tf tLo time which might Le more profitably 


devoted to questions wrieh have a practical hearing upon the 


wellbeirg ofthe Sisto. Zhe Committee are therefi re at a losa 
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| io conecive what useful or patriotic end his excclicney had in 
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‘view in casting this apple of discord into our deliberations, 
and they are the more embarrassed from the fact that his ex- 
celleney closes his discussion of the subject of slavery without 
making any practical applieation of his sentiments to the busi- 
ness before the Legislature. 
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The Committee entertain too tigh an opinion of the patriot- 
ism of his exeelleney to apro ior a moment that he expect. 
od to accomplish t eny olvert of price. n ambition by the shal- 
low device of stirring tae bitter weies of the slavery ques- 
tien, and the well kuowa cegarh y (Finis ezecidleney forbics the 
belio? thas he embl kero SE b^ ceconidi-h any such 
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uuch greater ripe eng in, al dee nar ihan that which 
characterises the Inte ons Jol3yw s. 144 were the worthy | 
design of his Ez RE E to rasere from the devouring jaws of 
time » those perishing ebrio at; of bis genius as a statesman 
—his late public addresses vilo a candidate—and to clothe 
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"faem with the dente, and give them the more permanent 
form of a State Paper, for the enlightenment and edification 
of Posterity, the committee can but commend so noble a pur- 
pose, since it is natural that the parent should desire the pre- 
„servation of his own oiwpring, although it may be deformed 
and hidcous in tho sight of others? 


here is one reason at least why your Committee regret the 
introduction of slavery into the invaluable address of. his Ex- 
celleney. In eonsequones of the space it occupies we have 
doubtless lost the ben £. of his Exeelleney' s illuminated and 
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Now ii is quite notorious that there are several politicians 
in Iowa who have drawn largely frem jet See in the day& 
f their prosperity, tur their capital and steck in trade, whether 
political or financial. It is known also that at present these 
institutions are laboring under a surpri sing x outside pressure, 
SE that confidence. the a of thaw nostrils, the wc- 
kno Wwledged principle (ilie wich them, begins to fail, ani that 
they are threatenal with a cnoady ERN It seems then 
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Minority Report, 


OF THE COMMITTEE ON 


FEDERAL RELATIONS, 


SENATE OF IOWA. 


ON THAT PORTION OF THE INAUGURAL MESSAGE 
OF GOVERNOR GRIMES, WHICH HAS REF- 
ERENCE TO THE SUBJECT OF 
SLAVERY. 


IOWA CITY: 
D. A, MAHONY; & J. B. DORR STATE PRINTERS: 


1855. 


The minority of the Committee on Federal Relations not be- 
ing able to coneur either with the reasoning or rhetoric of the 
Report of the majority, beg leave to submit the following.— 
We trust it will not be expected of us to enter into any detail- 
ed reply to the positions assumed by the authors of that Re- 
port As friends of the Governor, as citizens of a free State, 


and in some degreé answerable for its character abroad,—as ` 


members of the Senate and therefore directly responsible for 
the character of its proceedings— we conceive we shall have 
discharged our full duty in the premises when we acquit our- 
selves of all participation in the report with which the majori- 
ty have favored the Senate. As members of the Committee 
on Federal Relations we should be unjust and ungenerous to 
those who alone are entitled to claim the honor of that produc- 
tion, if we did not thus explicitly disavow any part in the just 
meed of fame which doubtless awaits the author of that digni- 
fied, able and luminous State paper. The undersigned con- 
fess, that until informed by the better knowledge of the major- 
ity, they were not aware ofthe gross impropriety of which the 
Governor ofa free State had been guilty in calling the atten- 
tion of its Legislature to a subject so intimately connected with 
all its future interests as is that of the repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise. Even now that the undersigned have had all 
the benefitof the logie, wit, classical learning and satire, 
which gleam and glisten from the pages of the report, like 
lightning from the cloud, they are still so dull “as not to per- 
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exputinted with much eloquenee on this great principle of 

squatter sovereignty, and told some Mississippi gentleman by 
the name of Brown, with how much zeal he, on the principle 
of squatter sovereignty, would resist all his, Brown's slay exy 
ro ons abont the M Mee ci biacking boots. coing to market, 
san ina waed de, in these eame territories of cansas aud Ne- 
briska. Less than a vear has passed since such vas the uni- 
versal langnage of oH the advocates of squatter sovereignty. 
And yet hato trans ined sinee this committee was conetitu- 
ted. Cilivens of the sinve ciate of BU scm under the ad- 
Vice and cornsel ef ne Jess $ vie? erter? a per-onege Pian Sen- 
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Pins ds tho way scm ittar eoverelonty weiks m Kansas. 
hen > : who brcencahng the prohibition of slavery, 
Toundibes eclyes short to he de ated m their object of making 
rb op stato on Lele ewn niwie intreuuesd princi le, they 
inedia PAR -ne lto Pard tbe most shameless, vacked by 
the Poesie Knife snl the Pitch and these ere the weapons 
with which the advevaes of the extension of that peculiar in-' 
stitution stould Sight its battles. They ave fib wéapons for 
such a cause. The undersigned believe uow as they have al- 
ways believed since the repeal was first agitated in Congress, 
that the whele o mtroversy was for Political power. How of, 
fen wore wo sib t El br tue advocates of the compromise of 
1850. that thore fye measures likened by Mr Clay in one of 
his esto to Hve $loogJine wounds in his country's side, were 
takes in the. v fatality. a efuality? on the subect of slavery. 
The rape Alf tho Missowre compromise. and the event- 
vlaeh have y eura ocinrred in Kansas under the advice and 
ie Pen Aires arm eter stavory propagandists of Missouri 
Par ein O ge wate af slavery osfeneion there is ie 
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finality, except the absolute e ntrol o? dhe Government ofthis 
Republic in all it: departuz ats. 

Already we Gud in the quuteo which was potential in 
effecting the repeal ot the Missouri Compre miso, arguments 
as grave, as euri:est ani as elequent in behalf of legalizing 
the trade in slaves from Africa, à» were ever heard in favor 
of the modera doctrine of Surthern right to emie slavery into 
all the territories. Those arguments only Jack one element of 
strength, and that will be added as soon as the time shall 
have come for taking it on—tiat is the chivairy element— 
always embodied in the form of threats to dissolve the Union. 
The undersigned hope the day has come when tiis last argu- 
ment wil cease to have its wonted effert. They should 
rejoice that Iowa —«ell called the ordy freechild of the Missouri 
Compromise, by the executive, a sovereign member of this 
great family of States, and whom your committee take leave 
ito say has always, on this great and now overshadowing sub- 
ject of slavery, been misrepresented at Washington,—should 
through her representatives, the present General Assembly, 
speak such words of truth and sóberness as shall, if possible, 
strike the ears of those whose only conceptions of the doctrines 
of this great contederacy seem to'be limited to making ita 
place where the clank of the chains of the slave shall nerer 
cease to be heard, and when the highest and most sacred duty 
of its citizens shall be to pursue as blood-hounds ‘the track of 
its flying fugitives. These are finalities from which they 
humbly trust every free citizen of Iowa will forever turn with. 
loathing and disgust. The undersigned would recommend the. 


adoption of the following resolutions : 


"Resolved, 1st, That in the third section of the fourth article’ 
of the Constitution of the United States, conferring upon 
Congress the “ power to dispose of and make all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the territory or other property 
belonging tothe United States,” we recognize full and express 


& H 


power under whieh slavery may be prulnbited in all such ter- 
ritory, and whieh power it is the beunden duty of Congress to 
exercise. 

Resolved, 2nd, That the power to admit new States into the 
Union, is one in which Congress may, without just offence to 
any State or class of States, exercise a sound discretion, and 
that itis their right and duty to refuse to admit any more 
slave States into the American Union. 

Resolved, 3rd, That the 2nd section of the 4th article of the 
. Constitution of the United States, in which it is provided that 
the citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several States, is as binding and 
obligatory as the latter clause of the same section, providing 
for the rendition of fugitives from service, and it is the duty 
of Congress to provide the samo stringent laws for enforcing 
the rights of citizens of the free States in the slave States, aa 
for enforcing the “claim” of citizens of the slave States to “per: 
sons? in the free States. 

Resolved, 4th, That the law for the rendition of Fugitives 
from service, reported by Daniel Webster in the Senate on the 
3rd day of June, 1850, (Cong. Globe, Vol. 21st, part 2d, page 
1111) and which provides for the trial by jury, ought to be 
substituted, with further modifications, for the present odious 
and unconstitutional law. ` 

Resolved, 5th, That a copy ofthese resolutions be forwarded 
to our Senators and Representatives in Congress, with instruc- 
tions to lay the same before the bodies of whieh they are re- 
spectively members, 

G. W. WILKINSON, 
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AUDITOR'S REPORT. 


———— 


. -Agorror’s Orrice, Iowa, 


Iowa City, Nov. 1, 1854. 
To the Honorable, the General Assemdl y of the State of Towa: 


The undersigned, in'eompltanee with law, would respectfully 
- submit the following Report: 

The whole amount of warrants issued, fromthe first day of 
November, 1852, to the thirty-first day of October, 1854, in- 
elusive, (as shown by statement A.) $121,083.73. 

At the first mentioned date, there was out-standing warrants 
amounting to $1,468.90. There lias been redeemed during the 
same time, warrants amounting to $118,008.90: leaving out- 
standing at this time warrants anicunting to $4,483.73. 

The reccipts into the State treasury, during the 

same time, have been (including 310,515.70 from 

the sale of saline lands, and the amount on hand 

at the commencement of that period.) . $194,965 45 
And the disbursements upon warrants and interest 

thereon, including one drasttrapainst tho saline 


land fund of $5,000, 118,542 90 


— 


Leaving a balance in the State Treasury, Nov. 
1st, 1854, of , $15,522 53 
The estimated expenditures for the next two fiscal years, as 

shown by statement B, amount te $129,742.00, 

The present available resourees of the State, as 
shown by statement C, amount to i $109,191 42 

Assessment of 1855. estimated at the present rate, 125,000 00 


—— 


| $234,191 42 


Showing an excess of receipts over estimated expendititres, 
of $94,449.42. 


The funded debt of the State is as follows: 
Bonds issued under act of January 19th, 1847, 


and payable July 1st, 1857, $55,000 09 
Bonds issued under act of January 12th, 1849, 
and payable May 1st, 1854, 16,442 05 
Bonds issued under act of January 19th, 1849, 
And payable September 15th, 1859, 6,000 00 
¡Bonds issued under act of February 5th, 1852,  — 
«dueidanuery Ist, 1856, 2,353 70 


$19,795 75 
All of these bonds are due and payable at the dates given 


above, or sooner, at the option of the State, except the one for 
855,000. 


I would recommend that the Auditor of State be authorized 
to pay the bond for $16,442.05, now due, on the first day of 
July, 1855; and the two due in 1856 and 1859, respectively, on 
the first day of January, 1856, should there be (as there no 
doubt will) sufficient means onthand for that purpose, 


The total amount of taxable property of the State (as shown 
by my last report) was in 1851, $28,464,650, and in 1852, $38. 
427,376. The total amounts, as shown by statements D and E, 
of this report, are, for 1853, $49,540,804, und for 1854, $72,- 
327,204, 

It is impossible to make an estimate of the expenditures for 
the next two years, that will come very near the amount that 
will be actually appropriated, and the regular and intlispensa- 
ble expenditures, therefore, are only put down in that table. 


The only alteration in the present revenue law, which itis 
deemed advisable or necessary to make, is from the present 
system of township to county assesgors. The experience of the 
past two years, itis thought, has proved the latter to be best, 
as being more likely to ensure uniformity and correctness in 
_the assessments. - 
‘fhe County Treasurers, and others, having the collection of 
- public revenue, have, generally, manifested commendable zeal 
and promptness in the discharge of their duties. 


5 


The present prosperous condition of the finances of the State 
«must be a source of gratification to every citizen. 


AM of which is respectíully submitted. 
WILLIAM PATTEE, 
Auditor of State. 


STATEMENT A.—Showing, the amount of “warrants issuBd,- ` 
from November 1, 1852, to October 81, 1854, and upon what- a 


account: 


Agricultural societies, - 
Auditor's salary account, 
Blind Asylum, - -> - 
Attorney “General ssalary, - 
Deaf and dumb, - > 
Funded debt, -  - 
General contingent fünd, - 
General appropriation; - 
Governor's salary account, 
Interest accbunt, 

Judges! salary account, - 
Librarian’s salary account, 
Miscellaneous ‘disbursements, 


ier e y—old appropriation, 
‘ Officers’ salary accopnt, 


- 


- 


* " Other Expense: 


Publishing laws, - 


Supreme Court contingent expenses, 


i 


^ 


t 
E 
ke 
Or 
ce 
c 
© 


Superintendent Public Instruction’ 8 salary account, 2,300 00 | 
dent 13 | 


State printing, - = 
Seeretary’s salary account, 
Special appropriations; - 
State officers! contingent fund, 
State House appropriation, 


Treasurers salary account, - 


Stationary account, - + 


Medical College at Keokuk, 


me 


-* 


EI 


~ 


- 


EY 


. $116,083 TE 
- £000 00* 


$121,083 18»! 


is 
i 


salaries, + "-— 5 
Blind Asylum, V. Me dA d # x es un 
Deaf and Dumb; = e * e "aa 
-Funded debt—bonds now du. &- + . «4 
General contingent fund, - +> -, - «+ 
Interest account, ' - -" a - " 
Judges’ salary, -> - ES 4 "ue del 
Miosllaneous disbursendents,. - e os a 
D enitentiary, de * a ~ " 
Supreme Court PEE JP 
State printing, - S Wy oW Zen & 
State officers contingent fand, St m 
State House, = EC CE E 

, Btationery, 


A B.—Showing un estimate of tlie necessary expen: - 
ditures for the two years commencing November 1st; 1854;- 


and 'ending October 81, 1856: 


Agricultural societies;. =- 
Governor, Superititendent, Secretary, Auditor 
Attorney General, Treasurer, and Librarian’s 


EN expenses and other special spproptis 
s à - 


5,000 00 


9,300 00 
6,000 00 


25,000 09 - 
$139,742-00 : 


E 


STATEMENT (0,) i 


Resovnons or ug SrATE, Novzuszn 4, 1834, 


NRI A mn me aie e E a CR re jr A coma 
E - ee LU ut ee Dr: 


T ree o ng T 


Counties, Amount due on aga 


Amount due on 


MA cT 


1553, and previous, sessment of 1854, EE 
de DT 
Adams, 44 31 
Appanoose, $1,119 66 2.117 90 0.287 a 
SE 123 29 875 £8 999 27 
3 
Blackhawk; 34 83 a E oo S 
oone, 403 10 403 10 
poe . 54 98 356 31 410 59 
o e 
e 12 68 | “as n 760 77 
7051 
ass, 72 41 100 00 172 41 
Clark, 18 06 443 42 461 
Cedar, ’ 826’ 09 2,808 13 9,084 92 
Chickasaw, 270 18 '970 18 
layton, 785 05 2,395 41 3,180 46 
linton, 696 52 2,574 63 3,271 15 | 
Dallas, 40 47 572 03 612 50 — 
Davis, 547 93 1,615 87 2.193 80 | 
Decatur, 22 25 504 82 "527 07 
Delaware, 2 25 Du ON NIT l 
Guthrie, 53 81 220 13 273 94 d 
Greene, 38 83 88 83 
Hardin, 04 48 94 48 
Henry, 48 33 2,910 01 2,958 34 
Ilarrison, 62 50 62, 50 
lowa, 22 03 821 27 843 30 
Jackson, 80 41 2938 05 3,018 46 
Johnson, 560 15 3,306 42 3,866 57 
oneg, 614 24 1,345 05 1,959 29 
Jefferson, 497 03 2,012 36 2,439 39 
Jasper, 336 50 1,208 27 1,544 77 
Keokuk, 48 88 2,073 93 2,122 81 
Lee, 2,392 27 6,633 41 9,025 68 
Linn, 335 78 3,441 81 3,777 59 
Lucas, 48 85 875 00 423 85 
ouisa, 849 09 2,854 51 3,203 60 
Madison, 103 68 938 22 1,041 90 
Mahaska, 26 07 ! 9,543 72 2,570 39 
Marion, 206 94 2,063 91 2970 15 
Mills, 120 43 415 56 585 99 
Monroe, 68 97 915 12 984 10 y 
Montgomery, 20 66)" md dece 
Monona, 16 011 16 01 i 
Marshall, 40 76 451 05 491 81 
Muscatine, ' 530 66 4,103 10 4,639 02 
Page, 7 04 136 88 143 92 
Polk, 1,099 77 1,732 87 2,832 64 
Pottawatamie, 669 31 797 27 Haee 
Poweshiek, 895 77 895 77 
Seott, 1,541 13 4,801 45 6,342 58 
Story, 19 01 165 68 184 69 
_ Shelby, 28 80 28 30 
Tama, 14 01 345 75 359 79 
Taylor, 28 22 50 00 18 22 
Van Buren, 546 23 2,878 2 "e oe 
nion, 13 11 18 11 
Washington, ' 2214 52 2,314 53 
ayne, 41 51 208 41 249 92 
Wapello, 1,435 64 1,922 88 UEM 
Waren, ` — 148 58 1,000 00 1,148 53 
Webster, 111 45 111 45 ^ 
Winneshiek, 116 95 1,003 82 1,210 77 
Woodbury, ` 50 00 50 00 
; t ÀÓ n rir MEX LOG UNUSUAL AR RS 
^ Total, SE $109,191 4% 
f D 
y " j wk 


STAL KHILEN EJ, l f 
Showing the number af polls, aeres of lund, with the value of the sume; the value of town lots, with 
their improvements; und the value of all other property, assessed in the several counties, 4n the 


year 1854. 


TENET T O EE, DEE E 
Value of Laná Value ofeap.] Value of Horses. 
Counties, Noofpolls| Acresof | withimprove-| Value of  ¡1talemployed; capital em- |——— —— 
Land. mont, town lots. | in machan- | ployed in | No. | ` Value. 
dize. manufac ng 
Adair, | i | 
Adams, 6,659 | 15,006 | 2,517 67 3,390 
‘Appanoose, 844| ANTAL! 628,308! 28,922! 24,501) 4,525 ]1,896] T4055 
Allamakee, T81| 198,001; 473,100 49,344 22,100 1,500} 552] 36,795 
Benton, 400| 113,078 412,085| 19,404 7164] 47,271 
Blackhawk, 500 88,903 919,724 48,078 | 361| 18,508 
Boone, 330 63,119" 225,180 6,915 8,303 2,600} 468| 23,535 
Bremer, 231 81,406 208,751 8,625 5,140 7450) 869, 18,184 
Buchanan, 500} 107,150 358,003 59,115 16,701 9,161| 686, 49,151 
Butler, | 0,029 33,881 500 111 5,645 
Cass 
Marke, ?;:2| 81,600} 268,571 8,185 3,918 381| 20,985 
Cedar, 1,263! 885,237; 1,046,508| 79,162] 26,999]  7,241|9,870| 164,908 
Chickasaw, oT 78,727 191,448 | 2,154 4,067 81 3,681 
Olson. 1,429| 816,712] 1,140478; 267,879] 62965 27,901 1,820| 115,889 
Clinton, 1076] 356,063] 1,450,678) 214,725} 87,873] 8,700 1,937] 119,068 
Dallas, 304| 100,107} (319,555! ` 6,112 25751 4,700| T45| 85,150 
Davis, | i42) 251,888) 771,608! 70,229 2,939| 125,092 
Deeatur, 426 91,169 244.498 5,242 198| 136,503 
Delaware, 818} 221,100 572,614 21,110 15,250] 1,175] 55,248 


Des Moines, 2,6144 238,491) 2,069,382 
, Dihnana - 


i ALM niena dm ae Am, Kb E Ty + cra s Ss 


1,244684]  274,897| 28,920 4,238| 210,986 


A E tame IY 


`~ 


Number 
of cattle. 


850], 
5,01 ei 
3, "195 
2,093 
1,189 
1, 805 


——  — —— 9€ 


Value of 


cattle, 


ep JL ene a nM 


7,089 
77,145 
70,036 
26,535 
29,211 
22,345 
16,587 
40,108 

9,141 


25,232 
116,427 
, 6,625 
157, 084. 
125, 554 
82,078 
119,776 
44,181 
60,863 
114,464 


52,068 
55, 718 
13, 608 

5, 541 
10, 907 


187,199 


114,186 
41,942 
124,138 
129 194 
39,686 
63,954 
4,561 
8,598 

2 


1,502. 
109, 112 


Value of | Number of 
sheep. 


p] 


129 
3,458 
682 
1,004 
197 
952 
220 
1,271 
101 


604 
4,152 
102 
2,631 
2,007 
1,539 


10,278 


1,489 
2,190 
9,446 


986 
329 
279 
224 
375 


8,048 
1,328 
4914 
4,981 
3,120 
1,897 


10,543 


5,754 
7,292 
5,373 


3,680 
2,263 
9,203 
6,899 
1,424 
4,340 
101 
144 
828 


2,716" 


1,089 
3,349 
499 
1,232 
3,639 
280 
236 
183 


17,501 
3,194 
24,594. 


1,158 
, 2,358 


cr Ger e rers. ou ctum A li 


Number of | Value of hogs 
hogs. 


1,568 | 


34,590 

9,231 
35,222 
24,676 
18,753 
11,710 
31,603 
25,779 
56,266 
35,972 


40,951 
7,926 
37,685 
26,566 
6,849 
16,199 
1,114 
160 
3,934 
18,634 
4,045 
16,926 
6,118 
5,977 
27,950 
1,751 
1,016 
3,482 


38,080 
329 
36,374 
5,495 


. 82,083 


2.041 


,'8,089 


mises 


$513,105! 


Value of ali 


other property 


6,973 

41,189 
36,146 
51,620 
43,753 
26,485 
20,219 
63,675 
6,591 
Estimated, : 
28,530 
170,264 | 

6,450 

107,475 
75,118 
45,083 | 

191,092 
61,128 
64,239 


380,172}, 


Estimated, 
12,200 
23,407 
16,521 
12,651 | 


16,641 | 


Estimated, 
219,800 
42,291 
138,166 
185,195 
56,731 
104,222 
164,469 
136,838 
545,385 
185,458 
Estimated, 
164,086 ; 
49,640 
195,399 
128,816 
29,661 
67,170 
2,405 | 
2,576 j 
21,953; 
184,149! 
18,121 | 
113,344 | 
52,843 


Estimated, 
219,127 
541 
200,087 
25,720 
167,816 
Estimated, 
10,680 
48,754 
Estimated, 


l 
$5.0n4.27 lee 


A company. 


Total value. 


KN 


35,454 
894,325 
790,794 
637,809 
515,802 
322,663 
285,056 
598,495 

56,411 

80,000 
354,744 

2,246,516 
216,154 
1,916,334 
2,051,712 
457,634 
1,306,700 
403,866 
803,738 
4,470,333 
5,000,000 
683,124 
397,040 
176,117 


n amr 
20,014 


75,592 
50,000 
2,328,010 
657,022 
2,350,441 
2,645,148 
1,076,848: 
966,620 
1,609,892 
1,659,15 
5,306,7324 
2,753,459 
300,000* 
1,883,019! 
150,588; 
3,084,983" 
1,650,578" 
332,454 
739,116 
16,539 
12,910 
360,849 
3,286,534 
109,518 
1,386,309 
637,820 
716,621 
3,841,116 
182,557 
22,643 
276,605 
40,000 
2,802,675 
10,496. 
1,851,639 
166,731 
1,538,308 
800,000 
89,164 
'975,066 
“40,000 


2,327,204 


ret 


| STATEMENT-E, | 
. Showing the number of polls, acres of land, with the value of the same ; the value of town lots, with 
` their EE ; and the value of all other property, assessed in the several counties, in the 


H 


Value of Land 
with improye- 
‘ment, 


664,972 


134,953 
1,355,439 


year 18 
Counties. Noofpolls| Acres of 
Land. 
A ppanoose, 587] 152,395 
Allamakee, 689} 150,186 
Benton, 59,913 
Blackhawk, 35,164 
Boone, ` 20,813 
Bremer, 180 8,129 
Buchanan, 321 63,905 
, Cass, `: 84 
Clarke, 148 95,163 
Cedar, 211,561 
Clayton, 1,347] 348,933 
Clinton, 804| 201,633 
Dallas, 210| 55,012 
Davis, 236,937 
Decatur, 339 18,004 
! Delaware, 616| 143,234 
Des Moines, 237,172 
Dubuque, ` 2,464] 355,595 
F'ayette, 119,767 
Fremont, ^ 3,844 
Guthrie, 82 8,563 
Henry,: 1,698| 241,909 
owa, 239 72.180 
Jackson, 1,808} 335,055 
Johnson; 249,845 
Jones, 864| 191,439 
Jasper, 379 84,248 
Jefferson, 240,758 
Keokuk, 172,866 
Lee, © 38,441| 318,200 
Linn, 1,915 
Lueas, . 224 45,595 
Louisa, 1,185} 179,840 
Madison, 371 65,125 
Mahaska, 240,015 
Marion, 1,847] 251,550 
8, 28 8,430 
Monroe, 123,889 
Marshall, 28,952 
, Muscatine, '1,800| 211,678 
P e DÉI 
Polk, 151,083 
Pottawatamie, 363 
Powashiek, 43,451 
Scott, : 1,840| 285,029 
‘Story, 88 11,378 
Tama, 78 31,121 
Taylor, | 92 
Van Buren, 2,286| 284,422 
Washington, << 190,918 
Wayne, ' « 81,489 
Wapello, 216 708 
Warren, 605| 125,878 
Webster, 560 
. A eshi 66,648 | , 
To - 27,020| 6,917,192. 
^ Cu Y Ah ^4 Wa A "ef e 


A 
ni 


Value of 
town lots. 


2,131 
562,637 


4,569 
728,348 


218,239 
77,207 
1164 
148,145 
16,332 


gege 


Ach 


d 


eene See 


Valuz ofcap-| ' Value of 
italemployed | capital em- 
ployed in 
manufac'no 


in merchan- 
dize, 


' 919TT 
14,780 


8,177 
6,180 
300 


* 


42,861 
25,000 
1,479 


256,515 


"isl 


69,564 
43,459 


12,343 
13,495 


284,309 | 


67,010 
22,364 
40,940 


80,013 
11,400 
138,685 | 


28,311) 
85,100 


cm a ce | O MN 


27,527,106] 7,108,002 1,981,704; 258,484 


a a nó 
^ 


Horses. 


M 


No. | Value. 


43,970 
14,848 
22,708 
8,375 
18,091 
10,050 
18,451 
4,080 
4,860 
111,576 
77,710 
45916 


4,041 


4,195 


29,297 


6,380 
2,400 


91,444 


2,194 


73558) 3,218,159 
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BIENNIAL REPORT 


SUPERINTENDENT 


OF 


PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


TO TEL 
Fifth Generali Assembly 


OF THE 


STATE OF IOWA. 


1OWA CITY: 
th A. MAHONY & J. B. DORR, STATE PRINTERM 


18254. 


d 


REPORT. 


DrFICE or SUPERISTENDENT or Dono INSTRUCTION, 
Towa Om, Iowa, Dgo. 4, 1854. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, 
AND House or REPRESENTATIVES : 


The law makes it me duty to report to yon a full state- 
ment of the progress of our common schools, and the condi- 
_tion of the School Pund of the State. 

Since I have entered upon the dnties of Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction, I have visited about forty-six coun- 
ties, and examined the books end papers in the offices of the 
School Fund Commissioners of forty counties, and I am happy 
to stato that so far as my examinations have been made, 1 
have found no defaleations by any of the present incumbents; 
but I must say that the business of the majority of the officers 
is kept in a careless and confased manner, so much so, that 
in many instances it would be impossible for any man, I care 
not how good an accountant he might be, to understand any- 
thing about the accounts, if it were not for the information 
reecived from the School Fand Commissioner himeelf. 

This is a strong argument in favor of a change in this 
office, not that I would impeach the honesty of any Commis. 
sionor I have had the pleasure of meeting, but we all kaow 


"E 


that many honest and popular men are not competent to kéep : 

a set of books which will be intelligible to others. Many of ` 
the reports made to this office were of such a character that 
it was impossible to understand them. 

In travelling over the State, I have lectured at a number 
of places, and find the people generally manifest an interest 
in educational matters, and particularly thàf of our Common 
Schools. 

In many of the older counties that I have travelled through, 
the citizens have gone to work with a liberal and praiseworthy 
spirit in erecting lo wee and commodious buildings for educa- 
tional purposes. The city of Keókuk takes the kadin having, 

the finest building in the State; in the erection of which the 
citizens have expended nearly ten thousand dollars ; and with 

a liberal spirit, they: pay the Superint endent of the school 
eight hundred dollars per annum. ° 

Fort Madison, Burlington, Muscatine, Davenport, Lyons 
Anantosa, Colle ah, Marion, Rochester, Tipton, Do Dea: 
Primrose, West Point, Centerville, Oskaloosa, Cedar Yi 
and many othe: towns, have ercsted buildings which will d 
as lasting monuments of.the liberality of those engaged in sc. 
glorious an enterprise, and an honor to our young State. 

"I shall endexver to^visit cach county in the Sta te during 
the next yedr, and deliver lectures wherever opportunity mar 
affer, on the subject of education, and our School system more 
particularly. . Ge 

STATE UNIVERSITY. 

The Fun! feiner to the State University, when all the - 
lands are s bl will amount to near two hundred thousand 
dollars aud ty loaning that at the legal rate of interest, tho 
available fics. y the une of the University, each your, will 
be about twer.'7 tonsand dollars, which wal enable the Trus- 
tees to employ cn cble and efficient corps of Professors. , 

With this Y». i ewl its proper management by the Tras 


ES 
' fees, the friends of education and, citizens of flows ean loók 
- forward Zo a day, not, E distant. when we vill have eA Univer- 
rity in successtul operation within’ our own State, “where the 
sons and daughters of the citizens of Towa can bea as thorough- 
ly educated « as in any institution in: the Mississippi valley. 


The Trustees. have taken the: preliminar; y steps to open the 
University for the reception of students, whieh will be ready 
in a few weeks, and: the, Institution will be in snecessful oper- 
ation. I here take pleasure in stating that we have engaged 
the services of a gentleman of the first order of talent, and 
. of many years’ experience os a teacher, as President of the 
State University of Iowa, and that we expect him to be in 
this city in afew days, tó enter pon De duties assigned to 
him. : 2s 

As &00n.as the Presidént arrives, ‘steps will immediately 
‘be'tdken to put tlie Univér sity in operation with 2 full corps 
of Professors, and we expect to be able tó present such in- 
ducements to the citizens of our State, for obtaining a thor- 
ough edueation.fcr their children, that there will be no neces- 
sity for patronizing schools in other States, by sending” them 
out of Iowa. ' 

There have been sold eightech thousand and twenty-eight 
acres of the University lands, for the sum of fifty-eight thaus- 
and five bundred and seventy-one dollars.and thirty-one cents, 
(858, 571,31.) Cash received on the above sales, nineteen 
thousand eight hundred and E ui dollars and nine and 
a half cents, (519, 996,001.) Notes for the deferred payments, 
amounting to thirty-cieht Sage six hundred and seventy- 
dive dollars and twenty-one and a half cents, (838, 175,217 SD 

Total amount of sales up-to this date, fifty-eight thousand 
live huüdred and sewenty-óne- dollars. amd -thirtjcbné cents, 
(S58,5/11,81.) E 

The average price-ef lands sold is three dollars and twenty- 
five cents (88,28) PA RC A 
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There are twenty-eight thousand and fifty-four acres of" 


University lands remaining unsold, which I think will sell for 
nearly five dollars per acre. 

The University Fund, arising from the sales above referred 
to, has been paid into tho Treasury of the State, and the 
Treasurer has loaned the ‘principal óut in sums not exceed- 
ing five hundred dollars to any one person, secured. by real 
estate, at ten per cent per annum, payable on the first day of 
January of each year. 


BRANCHES AT FAIRFIELD AND DUBUQUE. 


Dy an Act of the General Assembly, approved January 
15th, 1849, there was a branch of the State University estab- 
lished at Fairfield, and one in the city of Dubuque be an 
act approved; January 16th, 1849. I believe the Trustees 
have never otganized the branch located in the city of Du- 
buque. 

At Fairfield, the Trustees proceeded to organize and erect 
& building, but what they have done I am wholly unadvised, 
as I have received no official communication fron: them, 


NORMAL SCHOOLS. 


The State is divided into three districts, in each of which 
there was to be established a Normal School for tlie education 
of Teachers for our Common Schools. The law establishing 
said Schools, located them at Oskaloosa, Mount Pleasant and 
Andrew. lam not informed what steps have been taken by 
the Trustees to effect an organization, er comply with the law, 
as I have received no report from them. 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE 
UNIVERSITY. 

I have received no Report ffom the Dean of the Faculty 

of the Medical Department of the State University of Lows, 


d 
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nor do Í think it his duty to report to me, or any person con- 
nected with the State University, from the fact that the Med- 
ical College located in the city of Keokuk, is only responsible 
to its own faculty, and not to the Trustees of the State Uni- 
versity. I would therefore most earnestly recommend to you, 
the importance of separating it entirely from the State Uni- 
versity, and giving it a separate organization. d 


The best interests of the State University demand fhat the 
law, making the College of Physicians and Surgeons loca- 
ted in the city of Keokuk the Medical Department of the 
State University of Iowa should be repealed, and that the 
entire University Fund be concentrated upon one object, and 
the building up of one Institution, and not have it squandered 
by dividing it on different schools in various parts of the 
State, as by such means we will not be able to sustain a re- 
spectable Institution in the State. One Institution of Learn- 
ing, well sustained, is of more advantage to the people at 
large, than twenty only in name, as many of our Colleges are 
in this State One University, with an able corps of Profes- 
sors, and properly managed, will be sufficient for the accom- 
modation of all the students who will attend a State Univer- 
sity, and besides that, will be a credit to the State. 


e SCHOOL LANDS. 


The greater part of the School lands, granted to the State 
under the Act of Congress of the 4th of September, 1841, 
known as the “Five Hundred Thousand Acre Grant,” have 
been ordered into market, and sold under the administration 
of my predecessor, Hon. Thomas H. Benton, Jr., to whose 
report I refer you for a more full statement. There are about 
one million ef dollars in the hands of the different Schoo I 
Fand Cenmissionere within the State, which amount is loaned 
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at ten per cent per annum, and will yield a revenue for the 
support of District Schools, amounting to nearly one hundred 
thousand dollars per annum. It will be but a few years un- 
til this sum will be doubled, and by its proper management, 
it will prove a blessing to future generations, 

There is yet a large amount of the sixteenth sections unsold 
in many of the organized counties, and when sold, will bring 
some two dollars per acre on an average, adding daily to our 
already large fund. 

The most of the School Fund Commissioners have been 
furnished with books prepared at this office, for the purpose of 
keeping all their accounts uniform. 

For a full statement of the condition of the School Fund. 
School Lands, sold: and unsold, and the working of the system 
generally, I would most respectfully refer you to the Report 
of Din, Thomas H. Benton, Jr, late Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction. 


SCHOOL FUND COMMISSIOXERS. 


I wish to say one word in.regard to the salaries of School 
Fund Commissioners. Under the present law, they are paid 
‘out of the interest arising from the School Fund, at an aver 
age of about three hundred dollars per annum each. We 
have about sixty-five counties organized in the State, and 
putting the salaries at the above amount, we find in paying 
them, we abstract from the School Fund some nineteen thous- 
and dollars, which should be applied to the education of the 
youth of our State. I would recommend that you provide 
for the payment of the School Fund;Commissioners as other 
county ofücers are paid, and leave the School Fund to the 
object 2 which it was. - designed; The pay of School ae 
perma ám. the offica, aa goma counties do not have ERA 
enougli to keep a goed .byginess man employed two months, 
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while other counties would keep him occupied, at least, one- 
half his time. -e 

It has been suggested that the office of * School Fund Com- 
missioner” should be abolished, and that the County Judge 
and Treasurer should perform the duties of the same. Tam 
inclined to the opinion that the business done by the School 
Fund Commissioners could be done by the above named offi- 
cers at a saving of at least ten thousand dollars per annum. 


LIST OF BOOKS. 


Webster's Dictionary, Unabridged. 
Webster’s Dictionary, University Edition. 
Webster's Dictionary, for Common Schools. 


ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY AND HYGIENE. so 
First Book on Hygiene, by Calvin Cutter, M. D. _ 
Human and Comparative Anatomy, Physiology and Hy- 
giene, by Eunice P. Cutter. 


CHEMISTRY. 


Chemistry for beginners: by Mrs. A. H. Lincoln Phelps, 
Lectures on Chemistry, b; A. IL Lincoln Phelps. 


ENGLISI GRAMMAR. 
Pinneo’s Primary Grammar. 
Pinneo’s Analytical Grammar. 


GEOGRAPHY. 
Mitchell’s School Geography. 
Mitchell’s Universal A Mas. ; 
Mitchell's Atlas of Outline Maps, 
Mitchell Series of Large Outline Maps. 


NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 
Natural & Experimental Philosophy; by R. G. Parker, A, M. 
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ASTRONOMY. 
Burritt’s Atlas of the Heavens. : 


BOTANY. 
Wood's Class Book of Botany. 


ARITIMETIC. 
Ray's Arithmetic— Part First. 
Davis Arithmetic—Part Second. d 


Ray's Arithmetic—Part Third. 


` ALGEBRA, 
Ray's Algebra—Part First. 
Ray's Algcbra—Part Second. 


i BOÓK-KEEPING. 


Foster's Beok-Keeping; Single and Double Entry. 


HISTORY. 
Parley's Illustrated History ; 
History of United States, by Emma Willard.; 
Willard's Universal History. 


READEES. 
MeGuffey's Eclectic First Reader. 
McGufiey's Eclectic Second Reader. 
McGufrey's Eclectic Third Reader. 
AlcGuffey's Eclectic Fourth Reader. 
MeGuffey's Eclectic Fifth Reader. 

The ITemans Reader for Young Ladies. 


SPELLENS. 


MeGufiey's Eclectic Spelling Book. 


POLITICAL WORKS. 

Exposition of the Constitution of United States, by Jamos 
Bayard. 

Political Grammar, by Edward D. Mansfield. 


* 
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In making my selection of school books for this State, T 
have endeavored to select such works as would be best adapt 
ed to the wants and interests of the people at large, without 
any regard to the many solicitations from publishers E 
agents. 

"The books above recommended contain all that is calcula 
ted to elevate the moral character of the rising generation, 
without the least sectarian bias; and I think this one of the 
most important features in any work gotten up fora school 
book, that is candidate for publie favor. 

It would be unnecessary for me to urge anything in favor 
of Webster's Dictionaries. They have a character that no 
ether works of the kind'ever attained in this country. In fact, 
they stand withont a rival in the annals of English lexicog- 
raphy. His Unabridged Dictionary is emphatically the great- 
“est work of the age, and I respectfully ask at your hands the 
power to place one copy of this work in every School District 
in the State, as it is the ouly correct defining dictionary in 
the English language, and if we wish the teachers and pupils 
to understand the meaning of technical terms and words hard 

to be understood, then let us place this great American work 
upon the desk of every publie school teacher in the State. 

Prof. MeGuffey’s Readers and Spellers, and Ray's Arith- 
meties and Algebras are used in most of the Public Schools 
in the Western, Southern and Middle States, and have re- 
ceived the approval of many of the most eminent educators 
and friends of education throughout a large portion of the 
United States. 

In the selection of text books, 1 have endeavored to do the 
best T possibly could, to advance the educational interests of 
the State at large, and I hope the friends of education through- 
cu; the State will give the foregoing educational series a care- 
fol examination, and à fair trial in our schools. Itis evident , 
to exeny person that a uniform series of books to be wed 
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upon parents and teachers thr ong 'hont the Des to assist us 
in bringing about so desirable an object. ` 


BLIND ASYLUM. | 


An institution for the instruction of the blind was-órganized 
and put inte operation, in this city, in the spring of 1859, and 
placed under the charge af Prof- S- Bacon, Principal, ant Prof. 
Thomas J. MeGittigen, ‘Teacher of Musie, and Mrs, Bacon, 
Matron. 

It has been with the greatest difficulty that a suitable. bnild- 
ing could be procured at any price.for the-accommodation of 
the pupils, and the one now occupied by the sebcol is entirely 
inadequate to accommodate a large class, and we could not find 
room for one half the number who wish to atteud the school. 

I would, therefore, most respectfully urge the absolute neces- 
sity of the General Assembly, making ample provision for the | 
education of this unfortunate class of our citixens. by providing 
for the erection of suitable buildings; and the purchase of books, 
maps, and necessary apparatus for the use of the institu- 
tiop. 

Many of our sister states have erected commodious buildings, 
and provided for the instruction of the blind in many of the 
mechanic, arts, as well as give them a liberal literary 
education. 

The teachers in charge of the Asylum appear to be devoted 
to the best interests of the pupils, and look to their moral as 
well:as mental training. The pupils all appear to be well 
pleased, with theix teachers and new home, and are ‘getting 
along rapidly with their studies. 

I would ask that all the pupils in the asylum: be placed on an 

equal footing, as to pay, and thatit be made a free school for 
all, righ and poor; and hy these means werwill be enabled.to 
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dó away with the unpleasant distinction we are compelled to 


make under the present low, of having charity and paying 
pupils in the same school; EN 

. I believe itris-the wish of all persons connected with the 
Asylunito havethe fame changed from that of“ Blind Asylum,” 
to that of. “Institution for the -Instruction of the Blind,” to 
which I would ask your carly and favorable attention. 

.l refer you to the Report of the Principal of the Asylum for 
amore full history of: its present condition and prospects, 
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‘KOPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL TO THE OYERSEERS, 
Gentlemen +. A 


Io. presenting this Report, Í do not conceive it neces 
sary to give any arguments in favor of the ektalilishument of 
institutions for the unfortunate, where such institutions haze 
multiplied with such unparalleled rapidity, .and have been 
fostered with such care, ds they haye in the United States. 

From the most remote antiquity there have been numerous 
examples of the blind who were distinguished for their vari- 
ous aequirementz, yet the idea of rearing up institutions for 
the instruction of the blizdis of recentsorigin... Abbe Hany 
has the honor of making the first attempt at any thing of the 
kind for the instruction of this untortunate elass of our fellow 
beings. This was In-the year 1784. Six years later; his 
school was taken under the patronage of the French Govern: 
ment, Soon aiter this, schools were established in most of 
the European states, Preliminary steps were taken for the 
establishment of one by the citizens of Boston, in 1829; soon 
New York and Philadelphia followed in this benevolent en~ 
terprise, From these have sprung the different instituticna 
for the instruction of the blind which are scattered through- 
out our happy country. There are now eighteen inthe United 
States, and all but three orfour of the States have made some 
provision for the education of their blind. 

This Institution was opened on the fourth of April, A. D.: 
1853, and continued in session nntil June 24th, 1854, when, . 
by your direction, it was closed to open again on the fourth : 
of September, the cou.menc-merit of the present session, . 
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“n accordance with your instructions, L attended a Conven- 
tion of the Teachers of the Blind, held in the city of New 
York on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of August, 1853. Many 
topies of interest were discussed, particularly that of printing 
for the blind. The Convention adjourmed after appointing a 
committee to memorialize Congress for a grant of public landa 
to aid in the building up and support of institutions for the 
instruction of the blind in the different States and Territories 
in the United States. 

Probably this was the first convention of the kind ever 
convened, and certainly it was the first in this country. This 
convention was well attended. The Principals of fourteen In- 
stitutions were present, representing some twenty States. 

Whíle in New York I obtained several donations of books 
for this Institution, and made such purchases as ron directed; 
yet we are in great need of more books, instruments, and 
other apparatus, ‘The progress of the pupils is greatly re- 
tarded for the want of them, but I cannot urge their purchase 
without there are more means placed at your disposal. 

Thé course of instruction and division of times as follows: 
The pupils rise at 54 o'clock, A. M , geography from 6 to 7 
o'clock, breakfast and recess from 7 to 8 o'clock, arithmetic 
and algebra from S to 9 o'clock; rece&sten minutes, One 
hour vocal music, ten minutes recess, one hour grammar and 
writing, ten minutes recess, one hour instrumental music and 
reading raised print, dine 123 o’clcck, P. M.; recess to 2 o'clock, 
P.M. From 2 to 5 o'clock the pupils are engaged in some kind of 
work, the males inthe manufacture of brooms, and the females 
in sewing, knitting, and bead work. Supper at 54 o'clock, 
recess to 7; from 7 to 8 o'elock, history. Younger pupils re- 
tire at 9 o'clock, the older ones at 10 o'clock, P. M. In addi- 
tion to the above course, the pupils receive instruction on the 
piano forte, and a small class in geometry. The news of the 
day is read to the entire class from the various papers sent 
to the Institution gratis. The pupils evince a great interest 
in their different pursuits, and foelthankfnl that there is a 
place provided for their education. 

The discipline is mild, but firm, and free from eorporeal pun- 
ishment. The plan of instruction is oral. No sectarian 
views are taught, but a due reverence and respect for the 
Supreme Boing is inculcated at all times in tho Institution. 
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Af the weather will permit, all the pupils are expected te 
attend church on the Lord's day. 


Generally, our household has been healthy, not one of the 
members of the Institution has losta day from schoo] on account 
of sickness. This is a little remarkable, as the blind, from their 
sedentary habits, arepredisposed to diseases of various kinds. 
The number of pupils have not increased as fast as we could 
desire for several reasons. First, for the want of means to 
make the proper exertions to induce them to leave their homes. 
Secondly, the objeetion of parents to comply with the law ; and, 
lastly, for the want of' room to accommodate them. 

I would most respectfully suggest the propriety of changing 
the name of the Institution from * Asylum tor the Blind.” to 
that of “Institution for the Instruction of the Blind," for it 
is not an Asylum; and the repealing of Sec. 5, of the law 
‘establishing the Asylum, or so far as it makes a distinction be- 
tween rich and poor, a distinction which is very prejudicial 
to the interests of any institution of learning. ' 

It is true thereis not much to be feared frcm the above dis: 
tinction at present, as it is not likely there is a single blind 
person in the State who is really able to defray the expenses 
Attending an education. It is worse than useless to require the 
parents to produce a certifieate of their inability to defray 
the expenses of educating their blind child, for all look upon 
this as a degradation, which some will not submit to, prefer- 
ring to rear their children in ignorance, thereby adding to the 
misfortune of physieal blindness that of mental darkness.— 
Towa stands alone among the Western States in this restrio- 
tion. It is to be hoped that she will adopt as liberal a policy 
a& that of her sister States, educating all her blind, deaf and 
dumb free óf charges. 

Tt is with pleasure that I can speak in the highest terms of 
praise in regard to the conduct of all under my charge. 

A. Keithley, Teacher of Mechanics, discontinued his con- 
xection with the Institution on the 16th of October last. His 
pas has been temporarily supplied by C. M. Lee. The pupils 

ave made fine progress under their Music Teacher, T. J. 
MeGittigen, who bids fair to become a superior instructor in 
that branch. 

The duties of Matron and Housekeeper have been dis- 
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charged by Mrs. Bacon since tle cpening of the school in 
this city. Some change should be de, for the-duties to be 
performed by the Matron are so o vryus that I would «most 
respectfully recommend the appoint: ent of an assistant Ma- 
tron. pr : l i 

As to the policy pursued in tiis iv titution; T ean only say 
that I have had but one object in view, and that is to elevate 
the condition of the blind, and t^ rehy place them in their 
true character before the public, oe in so doing, måke them 
intelligent and useful citizens. 

It is confidently believed that t5. blind, with the proper 
instruction, will be able to maininin (o umselvesdree of charge 
from their friends or the State, Tie + will be as few excep- 
tions among this elass, actording to tl. ir numbers, as among 
those who have their sight. 

Many experiments will yet hav: «u be made, as the edm 
cation of the blind is yet only ia it w amey; but this Insti- 
tution has the experience of meny o£: ro before it, and our 
endeavors shall be to avoid all ihe cc: vs of the past; andif 
we should fail in cur effurt, it will bo y Vuk of judgment, and 
not of interest on our part. 

I ean not close this Report winay sneetfulle urging up. 
on vou the necessity of the erecaon o: + -viteble building for 
the school. The one we now oc.ups i- A largestthat can 
be obtained in the city. This now ac: - to its utmost capac- 
itv. even more than prudence wouti + inntir we could do 
otherwise. If we should have a pre. ^ “ud case of sickness 
among our namber, it would be im ++" ie to attend to it in 
the house, if is utterly impos Mie to c y out the design of 
the Legislature in edacating ai" the Mis : of Lowa, without a- 
suitable building for the recep Cen cy 7o fara, 

‘In the erection of a Duiluing. 50. o oc 5hevefore, respect: - 
fully recommend the selection oí some ..i + le site in the city, 
and that the building be large chou . ^ accommodate at 
¡east fifty pupils. Probably this wii hes — fursuveral years, - 
and when it becomes insuficient tu ei... the wants of the 
people, we will be able to erect more > . ous and perma- 
nent buildings, which will do eziciv.o s young and grow- 
ing State, and locate the same to sult 1. »venience of our 
increasing population ; and ctthaciir.: t -uld buildings can 
be disposed of with but little loss tu tue Sue. If a contrary, 
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policy be pursued, it must be many years before the blind of 
our State can be received into school, and many of them will 
have passed the most important period of life before receiv- 
ing instruction, and the evil, in many cases, will be irrepara- 
ble; and to prevent this, the blind of Iowa most respecttully 
and earnestly call upon yon, their legal guardians, to make 
an effort to increase the capacity of this Institution to impart 
instruction to them. 

In conclusion, allow me, gentlemen, to express to you the 
hope that the good understanding and kindness which has 
marked your interconrse with me may be continued. All of 
which is-respectfully submitted. k 

S. BACON, Principal. 


Sup. Rep.—2 
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Agnes Walters, 

Josephina Por'or, 

savy Bushnell, 
William Gunn, 

S. L. Grady, 

iA. Lett, 

Rhoda Bowen, 

Jobn Stallurd, 
¡William e ^ 
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John Vier 

d ey Ann Bonn, 
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Tacob Niermeyer, 
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m bocea Canreron, 


‘Phebe M, Caldw ell, 
John EF, Wendell, 


Eliza Jane Stephenson, 


John Poff, 
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17 ¡Leo E lowa. se 
(| 17 Camanehe “ | Michigan. Male. 
y 17 HR ME Illinois. E 
| 15 Cedar LEE Ohio. i 
29 Johnson à « Female. 
24 i Lee ME [rcland. Male, 
! 15] « S Illinois. se 
| Io} € s Indiana. Female. 
| 12 | « A Towa. | Male. 
Ao oR V i New York. | Female. 
MER D os Moines “ — Pennsylvania. | Male. 
E E 5 8 , JBSeotland. ] # 
| 10 {Marion * i Netherlands, | 7 
| 21 ¡Dosmoines “ i Scotland. s 
17 ¡Jones « | Ney York. s 
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22 |Keokuk ec Illinois. Female. 
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B.]— Do Amen to the Asylum for the Blind, located at 


Lowa City, Lowa: 


By the American Bible Society, 


2 copies of Bible and Psalms. 


By D. GB Miller, of Philadelphia, 


6 copies of Common Prayer, . 


By T. Butler, of New York, 
- 2 Copies of Common Prayer, 


By American Tract Society, 
- Miscellaneous Books, . 


Xy American Sunday School Union, . 


Miscellaneous Books, | 
Keokuk Dispatch, 
Fairfield Ledger, 
Iowa Capital Reporter, . 


lowa kepubliean, 
Dubuque Herald, . 
Miners Express, . 


Tetal amount of Donatiens.. 


$44 80 


18 86 


| 6 06 


$08 28: 
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[G.]—Rzogi:rs AND DISBUESEMENTS of Blind Acylum, lø- 


cated at lowa City, Iowa. 
Appropriation by the General Assembly, $2,000 00 
Drawn on Pupils, 2,889 50 
Total amount of receipts, s $4889 50 
For teachers’ salaries, rents, repairs, and all other | 
. expenses, and disbursements, SERON 


Total amount, ` $4,889 $9 
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DEAF AND DUMB. 


An Institution for the instruction of the Deaf and Dumb has | 
recently been opened in Iowa City by Prof. H. C. Dams, late 
of Illinois. His success as a teacher thus far has met the ex- 
pectation of the most sanguine friends of the Institution, and 
it is confidently believed that the number of pupils will be at 
least twenty the present session. 

The basis upon which Prof. Dame has opened this Institution 
is the provision in the Code, chapter seventy-three, providing 
for the instruction of mutes. 

. From the best information I am able to get on this subject, 
there are within our State about one hundred mutes, whose 
appeals, though silent, should not be neglected by the more 
fortunate part of the citizens of the State. I would most ear- | 
nestly and respectfully urge your early attention to this matter, 
and I trust you will make ample provision for the instruction 
ef every mute within the borde:s of our young and growing 
State, extending the blessings of your wise legislation to every 
one’s door, like the dews of lieaven, without any distinction 
between rich and poor. i 

] have issued certificates in favor of the following mutes, as 
directed in chapter seventy-three, Code of lowa : , 

Jacob J. Middleton, Washington County, Iowa; age, thirteen 

years. 
` Julianna Hawk, J SE County, lowa ege, twenty-three 
years. 

Columbus adn: Washington County, Iowa y age, twen- 

1y-two years. 

George H. Foy, Cedar County, Iowa; age, fourteen years. 

Mary Elizabeth Volwell, Madison County, Iowa ; age, eleven. 
- years. 

Mary Hughes, Jones County, is age. fewricon years.. 


SGHOOL JOURNAL. 


Without some means for direct. communieation with the 
several districts and School officers of the State, onr educa- 
tional system will be incomplete. Communication by mail 
will be too burdensome and expensive to meet all exingencies 
oí the schools that will arise. . 

In addition to the necessary instructions and laws, a Jour- 
nal, properly conducted, would be a most powerful auxiliary 
in the dissemination of intelligence in regard to the condition 
and wants of our Public Schools, and tho subicet of education 
generally. The public mind must be aroused and enlightened 
in regard to the means and methods of actual instruction in 
the schools. To secure this, the medium of communication 
must be known and recognized as such by the people of the 
State. Access can then be had to all with but little delay. 

It is believed that a Monthly Journal, sent to each organ- 
' zed district of the State, would afford the cheapest and most 

direct means for such communication. The expeuso of such 
a Journal would be trifling compared with the good it would 
of necessity accomplish. 

Similar Journals have been established in other States, and 
the result has been uniformly good. The work of publication 
would be undertaken, it is believed, by individual enterprise, 
and properly sustained, if it can receive the subscription on 
the part of the State of a sufficient numberof copies to fur- 
nish one to each School District. I would, therefore, respect- 
fully recommend the passage of a Jaw authorizing the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction to make such subseription, 
and that the expenses of the same be directed to be paid from 

` the income of the School Fund. 

Such Journal to be under the general control of the Super- 
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'intendent, and to contain all laws and instructions relating to 
schools that he shall deem proper to publish from tine to time, 
and such other matter as in his opinion will advance the edu- 
eational interests of the State. 


DISTRICT SCHOOLS. 


The returns made to this department up to the irsi of No- 
vember of the present year are incomplete, severs} counties 
having failed to make any returns in aecordanee widi the re- 
quirements of the law; yet, by reference to anie; 
this report, it will be seen that Iowa, young as el Zo, already 
commands a prominent po ition, nos only in roZ «e to the 
magnitude of her Scheol Puna, but in the proer s eke has 
made in the orgavization of her districts, and the gy :. ral estab- 
lishment of Free Fehaols. 

According to the r turus of tho County Ccuzi-sicnere, 
there are twenty-thre. hundred and fifty-five orcas]... J Theol 
Districts in Towa, end over ono hundred and el, .«. -housand 
children between the a ep of five and twenty-one 3... When 
we consider, in enuneejion with these frets, thes ci^ popula- 
tion is increasing with a ranil! y almost unpereiic: -l in the 
history of any caautry, gad that in a very few yent- we shall 
equal in numbers the most populous of the Eeste States, it 
becomes apparent that we esnnot be too active aid vigilant in 
all that pertains to rae education of the youth + our State, 
Who are so soon to contiol tho destiny of a greet Coiamon- 
wealth. o 

While we congratulate ourselves upon the pos-cr ion of Bo 
magnificent a Schvol Fund, as has been secured to us TI the 
action of the General Government and our State Y. islature, 
we must not forget that much remains to be done on the part 
of the people themselves, before we shall fally enjoy the ad- 
vantages of a universal System of Free Schools, of a character 
sommensurate.with the object of their organization, viz : to give 
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to every son and daughter of Iowa a thorough knowledge of ai] 
the essential elements of a good practical education. 


A portion only of the School Fund of the State being at 
present available, it becomes essential that a liberal spirit 
should be exercised in graduating the tax upon property which 
it is necessary to raise in order to supply the deficiency arising 
from the above cause, and to sustain, without interruption, the 
Free Schools which this appropriation was intended to support. 


Í trust that no argument is required to prove, that no more 
profitable investment can possibly be made by property hold- 
era, than that which, in the form of a tax, is appropriated to 
the purposes of education. , 

The enkaueed value of reel estate, by reason of its imme- 
diate proximity to good schools, is sufficient to remove any ob- 
jection to the payment of the necessary taz, even on the par 
of those who are influenced by no higher motive than merce- 
nary gain. ; 

I have had the pleasure. during the past season, of visiting 
& Large number of union, or graded schools, in the Ezrertowns 
of the State, and have been very highly evatiñed ia witnessing 
the many advantages they possess, When properly conducted, 
over those sehools which maintain separate crganizations.— 
Of comse, these schools can only bo maintained in towns or 
villages where there are a large number of scholars within a 
eonvenientidistanee of some central point. 

It will be readily seen that a building, suficieatly commodi- 
ous to accommodate several hundred scholars, can be erected 
for a much less sum than would be required in the erection'of 
several smaller buildings, capable of containing the limited 
number of scholars ordinarily attending school in a single dis- 
trict. 

The paramount advantages of these schools, however, is to 
be found in the classification and methods of instruction which 
can be adopted in a school where (bere are several depaytmenta, 


over those where such classification is impracticable by reason 
of scholars of all ages, and of different degrees of proficiency, 
being thrown together promiscuously in one room. 

Again, in the graded school, a child entering the primary 
department, without a knowledge of the alphabet, even, can 
advance from one department to another, as he progresses in 
his studies, until he graduates from the highest department 
with a thorough practical education, and fitted, it may be, to 
enter the University or College, if he desire a still. more fin- 
ished education than he lias already acquired, 

L have been especially pleased, in visiting these schocls, with 
tke proficieney of the scholars in the various departments, 
arising from their having the exclusive attention of a teacher 
whose business itis to instruct in tnose branches only which 
are suited to the attainments of the scholars in that particular 
department, and from the ainbition created in the breast of the 
scholar to make such progress as will entitle Lim to take his 
piace among the more advanced scholars in a still higher de- 
partment. a 

Under the superintendence of 2 competent principal, aided 
by kind and experienced teachers, with a pleasant seat in a well 
ventilated and comfortable room, the pupil finds a pleasure in 
the acquisition of knowledge which tends greatly to promote 
his progress, and to enalle him ultimately to revert with pleas- 
ure to his school-boy days, and to cherish a sentiment of grati- 
tudo towards those who were instrumental in providing him 
with the inestimable advantages which he enjoyed, 


TEACHERS. 


However liberal may have been our State and the Genera. 
Government in their appropriations for cducational purposes, 
and however great our care in the erection of suitable sckool 
edifices, and in the general arrangement of our school system. 
the friends of education in our State will be greatly disappsimt- 
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ed in thé result of their efforts, and the children and youth dt 
Towa will fail to receive the benefits intended in these provis- 
ions, if we fail to secure the most indispensable of all educa- 
tional'auxiliaries, viz : competent and proper teachers : 

I ean not too strongly urge upon those whose province it is 
to secure the services of teachers in the respective distriets of 
the State, the importance of the utmost vigilance and care in 
their selections. ‘The office of teacher is one of grave duties, 
and high responsibilities. It involves the care of minds open 
to every influence, impressed by every object, and led by every 
example, . The child is quick to see, and ready to follow. Its 
powers of observation mature before its habits of reflection, 
and are its only guide, as ^ from thé restraints of authority. 
The teacher should be circumspect in his actions, careful in 
his conversation; should possess temper and habits of a posue 
liar character. If deficient or unfaithful, he his unworthy of 
the trust. Literar; - ualifications, altkoagh indispensable, ex 
not the highest requisites. ' 

He should have studied the character of children, and bo 
able to mould it intoform—to shape and fashion it for the future 
character of the man or woman. Ile should be fitted to culti- 
vate the morals, as well as the intellect ; forthe teacher leayes 
the impress of his own mind upon the mind of the dä He 
plants in the susceptibie understanding of youth the germ of 
future good or evil. 

The good lessons of years cannot efec principles inculeated 
by months of daily i intercourse between the pliant child and 
the maa confirmed in frivulity or evil. "The toils and trials of 
a life-time will not obliterate the lessons of truth and wisdom. 
carefully instilled by the preeept and example of the accom- 
plished teacher.” 

I would earnestly recommend the employment of female 
teachers more generally in our Common Schools, for the pur- 
poso of instructing the younger scholars, During those years 


in which the mind is the most plastic, and susceptible of lasting 
impressions, it seems peculiarly the province of female teachers 
to mould and fashion it. And the tender, patient care, so re- 
quisite to the proper development of these young plants, is 
much more naturally and prudently exercised by that sex, upin 
which devolves the earliest duties of the parent, in the nurture 
of the infant mind. 


As appears from the returns of the County Commissioners, 
the average sum paid to the district school teachers of this 
State is Tess than twenty dollars to malo, and less than ten 
dollars per month to female teachers. 1 am well aware that 
many districts are newly organized, and with a limited number 
of families. can il afford the expense incurred in the erection 
of school houses, and in the support of free schools. Still, 
making due allowance for these, and other unavoidable causes, 
it is painfully eviient thet the profession of teaching has not 
yet assumed its true position in the estimation of the great 
mass of our citizens. It is to be deplored that this, which 
should be the most prominent, as it is the most important, cf 
all the learned professions, is made to yield in point of position 
in favor of other and far less worthy objects. And while in 
the various departments of manual labor, we do nét hesitate 
to pay irom one to three dollars per day for services rendered; 
and while also, we pay to our clergy salaries of from three 
hundred to twelve hundred dollars per annum; and to the 
legal and medical professions, whatever they choose to charge, 
the teacher whose high dutics in reference to their controlling 
influence upon human destiny overshadows them all in the 
magnituie and importance of their results, must be content 
with a most shamefully inadequate and meagre conpensation. 
I trust, however, that we shall soon witness a better appretia- 
_ tion of the services of SE throughout tho different sections 
of our State. 


l would here take occasion to solicit the co-operation of the 
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friends of education with the teachers of lowa, in securing a 
uniformity of our school books, that parents may not be sub. 
jected to the expense, and scholars to the unprofitable interrap- 
tions, attendant upon frequent changes of books, such as have 
hitherto so often been made to gratify book agents, and such 
teachers as desired to introduce the books to which they were 
accustomed in the State, from whence they chanced to come. 

Representing, as our teachers do, so many of the States of 
our Union, it will be readily seen that if they were respectively 
to require them pupils to procure the books used in their 
own States, such a variety would be fatal to all system 
and uniformity, and exceedingly detrimental to our edueational 
interests. 

I have thus briefly presented the foregoing facts and sugges- 
tions for your consideration, with the utmost confidence that you 
will pass such laws only as will be calculated to benefit the 
youth of thé State, by establishing Free Schools in every Dis- 
trict within its territory. Iam very respectfully, : 

! Your obedient servant, 
JAMES D. EADS, 
Superintentient of Publio Instruction, 


Xx 


— 


— 


len abstract of the reports of School Fond Commissioners, for the period commencing October 18, 
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OFFICE or SUPERINTENDENT Punte INSTRUCTION, 
lowa Ony, lowa, June 6, 1854. ? 
Gentl.men of the Senate 
and Louse of Representatives: 

I beg leave to submit the following supplement to my 
biennial report of December Gth, 1852. It is designed to em- 
brace the business transacted sübsequent to that date, and a 
partial recapitulation of the financial affairs of the School Sys- 
tem from the ist of April, 1847, to the 31st of March, 1854. 

As nothing very delinite relative to the University fund has 
transpired since my last report was submitted, and as my suc- 
cessor purposes presenting v Dall statement of its condition, it 
is deemed wimecessary to notice it here. Your attention is ` 
therefore invited to the selection of lands under the Sth section 
ef the act of Congress of September 4th, 1841. The selection 
vf these lands hes bien attended with much trouble, growing 
ciiefly out ut tae establishment of new Land Districts, and the 
repeated change o; Land Officers during the progress of the 
celections, Indeed it was impossible in some of the new Land 
Districts to aseertain precisely what lands were selected under 
the act. Under these circumstances I determined to procure 
duly authenticated plas of the selections from the General 
Land Office, and having no means at my disposal for that 
purp ose. I contracted with Mr. Peter Daggy, an experienced 
elerk of the Department, to farnish them for one dollar each, 
and rendered myself individually liable to pay the amount of 
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grant is finally closed, any further allusion to it here is con- 
sidered unnecessary. 
Under the act of February 25th, 1847, the School Fund 
Cemmissioncrs were empowered to select and sell these lands. 
Aunexed is a statement of the sales made by them. 
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Under the'act of January 15, 1849, the remaining selections 
were to be made by three Commissioners, one for “each of the 
Land Districts, as then constitvted, end the Superintendent ef 
Public Instruction was authorized to cracr them into market, 
ko following is an exhibit of the lands ordered inte market 
by the undersigued. 
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A list showing the number of acres of land selected under the Sth section of the act of Congress, 
ef September dth, 1841, as ordered into market, by Thomas I. Benton, Jr., Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, under the Bth section of the supplemental act of the General Assembly, (section 1070 of 


the Code), of January 15, 15 19. 
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Septeinber 2, 18 
he ae 


by 


& 


oe 


bk 


Annett 13, 12353. 


ç . € "ELA 
Dupeh r HT Jun 


OU) 


ee A A —— — M € EE —— ` 
e 


[14 


— AX 0€ 
~ 
Lad 


D 


«€ 


| April 10, 1831. 


September 
KC 


July 13, 


tb 


Soo. 


A A é 
Angust 20, 


tr 
143 


Hi 


öl, 


3, 1851. 


6,9737 


d^ pou a} 
Qm P4 A 


41725 
1,07:81 
Oy lu. 7? 
O7U Gt 
© Guu ur 
G iu, 
9,756902 
5.015 Ab 


3 
P NS à v 


9 
600 07, 
357 Bu! 

9 0004407 

2,908 Gu 

AMO og 

8,097 Au } 

a t 

8,83 196] 


a pril 5. 1854. 


` 
m 

5, 
S 
ee +. 


D 


April 7, 1851. 


April 6, 1354, 


April 7, 1:51, 


April 7, 1854, 


June 5, 


Walt is the samo, it is permitted to ve without alteration. 


& 


MÀ v Á——— MÀ Ó— — = 


2.100. 
730 


1,106 ST, : 


i 

bog 
Qo | 
SEKR 


4 
i 
1,239 38 


11,075 42 
15,474.87 


lem 
30,7455 


1,3601 
8,930 24 
807:50 
1,074:94 
27,120.08 
670 84 
9 326/07 

ó 16: 
0,386 02 
5,007,58 

320) 
6,155.86 
60057 


327323 . 


2,909'65 

2,940] 
11,051)42 
10,754,06 


ka 
pá 


TA ——— eee 


TABLE CON 


TT S DXX .-7. 
DN 
~ Counties. Date of ordering sale. 
Warren, September 3, 1351. 


Wayne, 
Webster, 
Winneshick, 


* 


[| 

i 

| 

` 

Mar 17. 1953, 

| dune G, 13. od, 

| Fehraary 26, 1853, 
$ 

i 


Mme HO (rete gent ho ocd aie tet Món rmi arr tnt 


TINUED FROM LAST PAGE. 


| Date of ordering sal». 
ii 


Aen e 


1.914 15 
46 041 Tunes, 1554, 
135,004 Qa 

18,102 132 Apel & 


D 
wt mam K we —eá Y ^ 


ANS e 


ao. ^ 
du, m" n 


Wt o s do e m mA 
D 


^"? 


“EL. 


n 


du — )ÀÀ e À— M — |) em € —ÀÀ | 
' | 


7184 4i 


217 66 


ween € m 


00 ue. $ i 


SE 
Loe 
en ji. 
15 F6 Ja 
SEM 


AAT TGR m 


put 


Lo 


UT eg oe oc 


18 


It is proper here to state, that the selecilons made in Web- 
gter county, (furaeriy Yell ana Risley), amounting to 28,378 
40 acres, were ae Len the 23h Bebrasry, 1852, of which 
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of justice, that these persons should be protected in their rights, 
The sales can be cancelled and the purchase money refunded, 
under the direction of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
to which the purchasers have no objection, but they ask some 
further guaranty of the State, that they shall be permitted to 
purchase them at the same price from the company, for which 
they purchased them from the State. It is hoped, therefore, 
that you will give the matter such consideration as will secure 
the interests of all concerned. By deducting the lands thus 
rejected, the number of acres left in the county will be 15,564, 
94, as presented in the several statements of this report. 

The following is a list of the lands yet to bo ordered inte 
market. 


Counties. Acres. 
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Total, seen nee eee e| 50,87886 
Deduct Butler, SE 47851 


No. of acres not in market, January 1, 1855,-+--- a 50,40035 

During my last official term, I examined the financial affairs 
of forty one counties. These examinations were very thorough, 
extending to every item of business transaeted from the com- 
mencement of the school system, to the time of my visit to the 


*NorE.—lhe lands in Butler county have been ordered inte 
market by my successor. 
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.county. I also transcribed the sales and loans into new books, 
end left a full statement of the accounts with the respective 
Fund Commissioners, with instructions to record the same and 
place it on file with the papers of the office. This statement 
was perhaps omitted in a few of the first counties visited, but 
the result of the examination was in all cases entered on the 
books. In thirteen of these counties, the examination extended 
up to the ist of March, 1854. The result of my personal su- 
pervision of this branch of our educational system is given in 
the following tabe. 
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The following statement, arranged from the reports of the 
School Fund Commissioners, is designed to a the busi- 
noss transacted in ¿he several counties, frin the resteetive 
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The following statement includes the two last preceding 
ones, and is an exhibit of the entire sales made in the State. 
from the commencement of the school system, to the 81st 
March, 1854. It also embraces tho five per cent. fund appor- 


Í tioned to the counties, and all other monies constituting a part 
B of the principal of the school fund, under the jurisdiction of 


the School Fund sd and therefore shows the a- 
mount of the fund invested, in the several counties, at the 
above date. There is an item of "one dollar on contracts,” in 
this statement, that it my be well to explain. Under the a 
of Feb. 25th, 1847 i, each person contracting with the Fund 
(Commissioners, for land, was required to pay into the school 
fund, the sum of on: dollar extra. "This provision was repeal- 
ed by the act of Janvary 15, 1819. The statement, therefore, 
embraces all the funds derived from that source. I have also 
; ineluded the sum of 558 00 in Benton county, derived from. 
‘intestate estates, the only amount realized from that source 


H in the State. 
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Number of acres. One dollar | Five per cent. | 
Counties. mm = fOD contracta fund, Cast, Credit. Total. 
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Add amount derived from the estate of Regand in Benton county, -  - -~ 58 bo 


Total amount of the school fund invested in the several counties, March 31, 1854, $882,785.86, 
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RECAPITULATION. 


A A A A 
Total «mount derived from the sale of lands, -  2854,908,06. 
li *  intes!ate estates, - i 58/00 
Se 5 i © one dar on contracts, ` 1,258100 

^ K of 5 per cent. fund a: portioned to coun 
ties. AE MEE. | 26.531/20 
Total amount of 5 per cont, fund lea ined to the State ei £47 95:75 


Total amount of schoal fund invo ated, March 31, °5 54, 5001,381 aed 


Norz.—'Tho sum of $7, 022,24, used by the School Fund 
Commissicners in the payment of salazies and contingent ex- 
penses, is included in the above statement. 
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FIVE PER CENT FUND. 


This fund is cy o>! c^ annual instalments, paid t» the 
State, hy the Una Raws, bs five per cent. of then t pro- 
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PRINCIPAL OF THE SCHOOL FUND MISAPPLIED. 


In my former reports, I have alluded to the fact, that some 
of the School Fund Commissioners, under the act of February 
25th, 1847, paid their salaries and contingent expenses out of 
the principal of the Sehool fund. . The act provided that their 
compensation should be “paid cut of the school jd? and 
they having the fund in their own hands, and Lciuc covern- 
ed by their own construction of the law, paid themeclyes out 
of the principal, £s no interest Lad diosa at that carly peri- 
od, forthe purpose. I would repeat, that most oi ti.cce pay- 
ments were made bro the undersigned had any e.nzeeüon 
with our school system, end all of them, with ene criwo extep- 
tions, without his knowledceo or consent. I have tecn enreful 
in my examinations, to ascortain the amormts lus applied, 
and now present an accurate sí aterient oftheabd os Iwould 
suggest that it will be proper tò authorize the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, to deduct the several am uis trom the 
interest, before making his animal apportionucnt, and reim- 
burse the principal. 

Amount of the principal of the School fund use 1 by tho School 

Fund Commissioners, fur s selary and contin; eni e 2 penses. 


eegene HE GE 00070 E €————— HQ Lue EET oe E Ix EE 


-—— — a A Rua ` Le ag Seege v eet 5 DA at 


i 

COUNTIES. AMOUNT. l COUNTIES. AMOUNT, 
IEA SSS AA eeu! ATA 
Cedar, - - - -} S2000;linn, + - - 3 
Clayton, - - - 493 A0'Lousa, - - - 
Clinton, - - - - E Jär Aagon, - - - 
Delaware, - - - osÓ;vonroe.- = - 
Desmoines, - -- - in 50, ‘Muscatine, - - 
Dubuque, - - - j- 61% 3l Polk, -= ~ 
J efferson, - =- - 5 515 35| Van Buren, - - 
Jones - - - - 175:00| Wapello, - - 
Keokuk, - - - -| 28999 "Washington, - 
Le, - - - -- 454/89) 
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In my cxenineticns in the several counties, I found but 
few cases that n ien nu strictiy under the above head. In 


a large mejority of iain. nes, (there were a ow rare exceptions 


viso the aveounts vavo correctly balanced, and occasionally 
a balance duc whe on ad eer, there were balances in the 
hands of tee und cons decioners, and in some cases balances 
due from thoir pro eos os, but as no criminality in the trans- 
action of ti 3 business "vas opparent from the books, and as tho 
nilicers ma SE met coles vum buta degree of ans- 
iety, to aie tein Us nas smount of thelr indebtedness, and 
cave the meer positive as-uranee that it should be promptly 
settled, GET NA w neecssary to reer to them in detail, 
in this verat. - ` 


D 

ln the ec onty cf Tonry, thera was: a valance of $906 18, 
against Archibsia [ith uey, Esq., on the EE and $9 
97 on te interes Vth: fini. Mr. MeSinney retired from 
ofice on x 2b A3 qme 1582, and Las since removed from 
the State. Mis sordos aro considered perfectly responsible 
forthe amorm. Hi: z op:r to state that Mr. McKinney was 
not presen: ab the czei,betien, nor can it be inferred from the 
books and parers, that mo was any design to defraud the 
State. Iam inclined to tho belies that it proceeded more from 
carelessness oud negligence in the transaction of his business 
| than any thiig elvo, I left full statement of the account 
| with the present Commissioner, and directed him tó communi- 
| cate the facts to Mr. MeKinncy, and to take immediate steps 
| to have tho account settled. 


In Desmoines county, there was a balance found against 
| William Walker, Esq. Ir. Waiker was elected to the office 
| of School Fund Commissioner in April 1818, and re-elected in’ 
April, 1850. Iu August, 1851, come of his securities, being 
| apprehensive that his official bestiess was in an unsafe condi- 
3-—Sup. Pub. Inst. (Benton.) 
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tion, filed a complaint against him, and requested to bo releas- 
ed from his bonds. This led to an investigation of his affairs, 
by which it appearod, that he was indebted to the school fund 
several thousand dollars. He immediately resigned, and tho 
vacancy was filed by appointment. He settled the balance 
then und against him, to the satisfaction of Lis successor, 
and dn ontly removed from the State, Ta tue re-examine 
tion of his accounts hy tho undersigned, a balance still : nd 
ed a ee lim of 2327 08. As to the ebaineter of his inter 
tiers, I shall not, etiexpt to Cecido. Suce it te say that A 
a evince the grosest negligenoo, and nine viola. 
tions uf le, Sedcol lends were sold. end the notes of mab 
vieruls without eny security, te kon fur the 1 Zele cmevat gf 


M 
7 
4 
gien mont, instead of exacting ono fourth or the 
ve "Gh y SCC vU atoad & [en vaki no Tl 2 Pil i 1142 d 


tin ezsn, ad rouired by law. «ins were elso mace 
without any security whatever. In addition, therefore, 1 the 
above sum 022907 C£, Leoncides him le celly vest coc? le fe 
Vogel seles e A iest s te the arc vont cf $2,150. £4, 
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nerwico the B: 
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rd 250 & 


es 


inierect cailected, and nos oee unted fer; et 

is Leize to sustain a heavy Loes, There ds every masor 
hore, kowever, that unc tho pre lent No len 2 iho ue | 
sent Puna Commissioner, t the granitos portion of che above swt 
of 32,150 84, wil ba eoiloctol or cocu a gocording to lax. 

I lef a statement of his ceeount with the present Commis 
‘sioner, with instzucitons to take the necessary steps to enfor 
the payment of tho-balaneo due. 

: The heaviest defaleation that has yot occurred in the State, 
is in Benton county. Irwin D. TUN Tq. caro into the 
office of School Fund Commissioner, by appointment, ant 
was rogulerly elected in April, 1862. In April, 1854, he was 

a candidate for re-clection, but was unsuccessful. He imme 
diately notified his successor, that he would transfer the books 
and papers ata particular time, but instead of doing so, placed 


them under lock and key and left the country “for parts ur 
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known. The books and papers were subsequently obtained 
by forcing the luck. Y then visited the county, and atter a 


ecreful examination of tne accounts, found a belance against 


him of ?3. 909 21, on the principal of the fund, and e 021 


16, on the lutorest and school tex account ; being in all $2. 
3 

020 87. In t s es 
morior i OO 6) executed to the School fund by A. Can- 


UN 
ACA 
tonnine. Ain, Cere wine avers that he ree: ived no money 
M e a 4 


‘et ment I geve Mr. sim'sen SE D by a 


x 


onthe narr mr but gave it SE the exnress ru 
between hre e feud Dir. Simion, thal it ehe poe ese 
Gm pariy D e sch ol 
| oua 00/4512 00. Finding no such us on tue 
Tinlad te, I cave Bir, Simison credit for 900 00, 
the full? won ed Dota mortgager 


erodit On 9 Hh CL 2 eye ut ed by t à 
fund, Pre ily 
mortes ok 
If Mir. Cantonwine ls re- 
lowed fem the q oyDertodüs mortecco, 1 it will merease the 
id bt. an uf d E. £150 00, making the balance against 
hha 62, A vL 1 
L dera ¿rom the pront Fund Sommissioner, that 
sales Lave ceme fo sul since tho endarinciion, which the 
books aml nes do not show. Whatever they emt to, 
will, o£ eouzs, be added to the above balance in the fual sete 
Wanent Gf the asevunt, Or the balance due on interest ae- 
count, the eum of 6304 48 belongs to Washington county, and 
$345 OL to Ves county or Johnson, for warrants drawn in their 
favor by the undercigned, in the apportionment of the inter- 
est, on t the 25th anuary, 1854, I think justice requires that. 
these counties should be reimbursed in making the next an- 
nual apportionment, and lei the above amounts, when collec 
ted, go into the general tind and be re-apportioned. Tt is 
scarcely necessary to add that the accounts of Mr, Simison 
show a manifest intention, Geliberatcly and successfully carri- 
ed into execution, to defraud the school fund. 1 have left a 
fall statement of his account, with his successor, and directed 


him to institute the necessary procecdings for having it closed. 


3ó 
APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL MONEYS: 


A full statement of ilie moneys, apportioned to school dis- 
tricts, in the several counties, from the first of April, 1848, to 
the 31st March, 1854, will be found in the six next succeding 
tables. The salaries of officers and other exp.1.5es are not 
included in these tables. They only embrace the net amount 
«actually apportioned and paid to school district». In a few 
counties there wero uoneya apportioned on the feit uf March, 
1348, but as they were generally refunded aad ~u oseguently 
re-apportioned, it is eon sidered unnecossary to render a seps- 

‘ate account of them. The statement of the iut rc v may be: 
relied on as correct. The amount of ihe scho m tix, fines, Gr, 
has been a aster izine] chiefly from the reput» of the Fund 
Commissioners, and I am therefore, not propereil to say 

whether it is accura siely g given, but believe tho veriation, if 
any, from a true exhiLit, is not Sy material ‘Tho ro-capita- 
lation shows that tLs sum of $269,537 56, has buen exnended 
during the above p.1icd, for the support of schools, being am 
avarage of $44,597 92 annually. For the first six years of 
our educational existence, this result is extremoiy s.tistactory, 
and is a favorable omen for the fnture.. * 


————— TT 


A list showing the total amount'of school moneys, 'apportior 
ed araong the.school districts of the several eounties, ot: the 
first d of March, 1849. 
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Number o 
Cots Css [tot Aand Gär zu 

Appannose, - a E 33'60 33:08 | 67 £6 
Benton, 162 24°30 3180 
Buchanan, 139 19 30 i 1959 
Cedar, 788! 11820 43424 552 44 
Clayton, 403 60 45 177 75] 288 20 
Clinton, 526 7890, 830994 E 

Desmoines. 4,615 606753] = 2,7719: 3,572.81 
Davis, 18121 27180] 527253) 79005 
Delaware, 436} — 05401 10155] 18698 
Dubuque, 1950] 19200 7105 | 902/39 
Henry, 2,805 420 15 1,276 07 1,696.82 
lowa, AQ 6 30) pod 630 
Jackson, £90| 12000 eas 14] 95814 
Jefferson, RA 2.038 4-18 20 &0183j 1.340 03 
dolmson, 1,200] 19485 T27 6G! 922 51 
Jones. 094| 10410] 8800 192 10 
Keokuk, 1.256) 19290, 248 141 44101 
Lee, 5,573; 88595 O46 G2 | 1,19257 
Linn, 1,534] 20010 210301 41040 
Louisa, 1,588] 23820 430 88! 668883 
Mahaska, 1,516 i | 15071; 25971 
Marion,  - 1125; 1687 190 00, i Bt 
Monr KI 207 ; 5505] 60 45: 11550 
Muscatino, 1,5900] 20409 261:52j 57152 
Polk, 759| 112 s) 20,771 133 57 
Poweshick, 72 10:80 1570) 2650 
: Scott, 1,085} 16275 677 05 | ee 

Van Buren, ^| 8,589} 53835 1,524.40, 2.0727 

Washington, 1,372| 90580 302,50! 508; 30 
Wapello, 2.382| 35780 25519] 61249 
Total, 42,435 | $6 187/85} 814,358'08} 890.1 495 98 


A statement showing the total amount of School moneys ap. 
portioned among the school districts of the several counties 
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on the first day ‘of March, 1650. 
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A statement showing the total amount of school moncys ap- 
portioned among the school districts of the several counties 
on the first dy: of March, 1852, 
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A statement showing the total amount of school moneys ap- 
portioned among the school districts of the several counties 
on the ‘iret day of Marca, 125%, 
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Cour ez, | Munber of rate ess of | County scho o| Total; 
scushivs; [rohee! fund, | tax, fines, ete | 
—— i — M ae suene E RE 
ech | nus e | — 29499! 1,002.10 
Apsnoose, | 2230] MISLIS aide! 1,585140 
Benton, ETO 233440 £27'53 | BLL 93 
Blackha «x. H8, 5912 373) “116, 84 
Boone, 45 CIGS No report, | 219-81 
Buchs ans, 226) 233.87 207.03 490145 
rt * AA "Ze Y 04 
koe ar, Ze dvi HAY 39 | 1,871/10 
lickis ys 2T, 92.39] None | 63159 
Clarke, Sit, 10485) 8912, 178,17 
Claytor, ' 3.225) LA, 58652. 2,000] 00 
Clinton, | LDDI | $9 se! 855351 1,852 ab 7 
Dallas, | . as US 2356 | i 318 45 
Davi Es | 4j H 2.05487 66050!  2,654/87 
ecatur, 527 237116 6420! 491|40 
Delage 1307) Con éxum2| — 1,083 | 13 
Desmoincs, sel 2005114! — 1.07055: — 4981199 
Dubu quo, 4523) 20167] 10694]  4871|61 
Faye:te, Sesi — 49519 208 00; 703119 
Fremon., 1 8325 £1959] 137,36 ' 556195 
Guthrie, 251] 127,18 49091 177147 
a € anl 5 
Hardin, Gol 3194 38801 ` ole 
Henry, 4267, 2 18040 092.18; — 9,828]92 
Iowa, 672| 33017 283,51: 619198 
Jackson, 2,972 | 1,536 57 972125! 2.818} g2- 
Jasper 1,935 038/25 os[28 1.1661 53 
Qeilerson, Guy 2,535126 1,721'34 4,054160 
E ohnson, 2,652} 1382356 017156 2.250172 
Jones, 471 1,2152 482/22! 1,647) 42 
Keoku's 2488] 1,245| ! "10s 
poo, TOTO 3,535 15 2,176130 5,115195 
B n, 9,419 1,787148 SLEIBT 2 503 01 
Louisa, Dee) 1276/79 580/25. L857 04 
Lucas, des) 202/78 262173 465|58. 
adison). 959} 480/13 165/55 - 645182: 
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INTESTATE ESTATES. , 


By our constitution and laws “the proceeds of the sales of 
intestate estates to which there may bo found no heir,” es- 
cheat RD the seooolfund. There have been but five cases zc- 
por lio the undersigned. under the law, to wit: 

From the county of Desmoines, the estates of Llenry Coats 
and Dr. Tospperwein. 

From the county of Van Buren, tue estate of William Me- 
Gilligan, 

From the county of Les, the estate of George Cornwall. 

From the cuzuty of Benton, the estate ox Regan. 

None of these estat.s have as yet been settled, excepi that 
oí Regand, in Denton county. It has been closed and 
the proceeds, amounting to 338 00, paid into the sehgol fund. 
It is not not likely that the fand will ever derive much benefit 

wam thus soures, 


> ha 
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE UNIVBR. 
SITY. 

By an act of the General Assembly, approved February 5, 
1851, the sum of $5,000 00 of the cash proceeds of the sales of 
the Saline lande, was placed at the disposal of the undersign- 
ed, for the benefit of the above institution. Soon after the 
passage of the act the claim was transferred to the city of 
Keokuk, in order that the money might bo realized in advance 
for the benefit of the institution, I received the money from 
the State Treasurer on the 21st March, 1854, and paid it over 
on the same day to B. S. Merriam, Mayor of the city of Keo- 
kuk, and have placed his receipt therefor on file in my office, 


n. 


4-—Sup. Rep. (Benton.) 


, SECURITY OF THE SCHOOL FUND. 


Under our present law, a School Fund Commissioner is re- 
quired to execute a bond to the State, in a penalty of ten 
thousand dollars, for the faithful discharge ofhis duties. This 
bond may be increased by the County Judge, or the Officer 
approving it, if in his judgment, it is insufficient., I am per- 
suaded that there is too much indifference in the execution 
and approval of these bonds. Inu the course of my examina- 
tions I have met with instances where the bonds were given 
nominadly for the sum of ten thousand dollars, when in truth 
the joint efects of the securities would not exceed half that 
amount, and at the same time the amount of the bond was 
one-third less than the amount of the School fund under the 
control of the Fund Commissiencr. The law is suficiently 
stringent, but the approving ojlicers sre certainiy culpable. 
It will be teen by o statement in another pert of vis report, 
thas there is ono county in which tho principe? of the echool 
fend alone excecus try thousand dollart— sx in which it ex- 
cceds thirty thousar”-—seren ip whica U (x02.ds twenty 
thousand, and twen'v-one in whica is exceeds ten thousand. 
L vil emmer ust the officers, who. + duty isis to approve 
the 1 mis should le held responsible in euso 1 can Lo shown 
fist tho tale sun-rs loss im consequenee ul tucir negligence. 
The mattor is respectfully submiited for ycur ecnsideration. 

Tt may bo well under this head to add, that there is a want 
of vigilance in the manner of loaning the school fund. The 
law requires “a mortgage on real estate of the clear un- 
incumbered value of doublethe amount of money loaned) with 
^two good securities,’ —the value of the property mortgaged 
io be fixed “Ly three appraisers under oath.” These provi- 
sions seem to be sufBeiently explicit, and yet I have known 
instances where loans were secured by mortgaging govern- 
ment lands. Ong individual mortgaged land owned by ano- - 
ther man, and afterwards gave as his reason for doing so, bhat 


" a 
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he expected to purchase it at some future day. The idea pre- 
yails with some Fund Commissioners, that as the money is 
secured by mortgage, the character ofthe persona? securities 
isimmaterial Such, however, is not the intention of the 
law—it plainly specifies two good securities. A number of 
cases have occurred where the personal security alone pre- 
‘vented a total loss to the fund. Property is often encumbered 
with prior claims—frequently for more than its real value— 
and it is extremely difficult for Fund Commissioners, or any 
body else, under the deranged state of the early records of 
the several counties, to ascertain the true condition of real 
estate. _I think the loening of school money, on improved 
town lote should either be prohibited, or restricted to the ae- 
tual cash velue of the lots without the improvements. Iknow 
of no case where the State has sustained an actual loss in con- 
sequence of defective security, other then the ordinary expen- 
ses Incident upon tbe foreclosure cf à mortgage, but there are 
several now pending where the probability is that the loss will 
be total. Certain it is, that the fund cannot be too well secu- 
ved, and the reasonavie rate of interest at which it is loaned, 
will justify the State án demanding the best security. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The experience of the past has confirmed me in the belie£ 
that a proper supervision of the school fund requires a sepa- 
rate officer. This duty now devolves upon the Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction, but owing to the indefinite num- 
ber of other conflicting duties he is required to perform, it is 
impossible for him to give the ‘school funu that attention 
which it demands. I am aware that this proposition will be 
met with that favorite old hebby—*an increase ef expendi- 
fures," but however wise the policy may Le of saving cents. 
and: losing doilars in other matters, it is notapplicable in the 
management oí the school fund. 

Much lias been said from time to time, about the enormous 
expenses of. our school system, when in truth it will comparo 
favorably, in this respect, with any other school system extant. 
Its entire expenses, from the first of April, to thé 91st March, 
1854.includinz the salaries of School Fund EE 
and the Superintendent of Public Instruction, aro °15,229,41, 
For the period above named these ofücers have hi the snper: 
vision (subject to perpetual alterations of the most perplexing 
character) of 1,772 school districts ; the manacement and sale 
of school lands, and the investment of 8007581 61, of the: 
principal of the schol fund, seattored over sixty ofld counties, 
in sums varying from ten dollars to five lunired dollara, 
They have aiso collected $64,804. 60, in sums varying from 
twenty-five cents to one hundred dolla:s, and havo disbursed 
the same, together with the additional sum ot $30,840 51, ef 
school tax—making in all 91,008,226 S1—the total expenses- 
being a small fraction over one and a half per cent. on the 
above sum, Intho foregoinz statement a great variety el 
miscellaneous duties ne formed by the Gunentténdent are 
not included. Now who wil lay himself under adequate 
bonds and transact the: same amount of. business, under adi 


= 
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` the attendant and perplexing circumstances for a less compen- 
sation? Ifthat man can, be found, I think the State should 
avail itself of his services at once. 

Iam as much in favor of legitimate retrenchment as any 
one, but utterly <ieprecate that false system of retrenchment 
by which we save hundreds and squander thousands, It must 
“be obvious to avery reflecting mind, that the management of su 
large a sum (invested ¿sit probably always will be in the sev- 
eral counties) involving such a variety of intricate calculations. 
without the strictes; accuracy, the State will be liable to sus- 
tain a loss annually cf thousands of dollars, by erroneous com- 
putations alene—more iun enough to compensate a compe- 
tent-officer to superintend it. A vigorous supervision of the 
fund, such as it contempinted by the recommendation now 
made, will also secure ticusands more, that may be lost by 
dufaleations, defective Lunds and mortgages. So that in the 
eid, the creation of such aa officer will prove a matter of econ- 
omy. : 
. The school system is naturally divided into two depart- 
ments—financial and cóucatienal, and the proper management 
of these vespoetiye do; wr... ats requires a very different order 
of talent. These Datt civisions of labor will always exist, 
regardless cf any future 1: difications or alterations the sys- 
tem may undergo. Pl .22 financial department then under 


the general supervisi i an experienced accountant, and 
make the Superintem . at Publie Instruction, (what the 
"Constitution doubtl:s « . * «wplares he should be,) exclusively’ 
an educational oficer— — rue traverse the State and devote 


their energies to the Y. >: + ive duties assigned them, and ma- 
ny of the evils now e E ined of will soon be removed. It 
matters not where ine: o y of the school fund may be pla- 
eed, whether with the i<. ! Fund Commissioners, the Coun- 
ty Treasurers, oril C ' ¿e 16 will be subject to the same con- 
tingencies relative t, Lu. chat now exist, and consequently 
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the supervision here suggested will stil! be essential to its pre- 
servation. 

Having been identified with our sc*col system for the past 
six years, I now take my leave of it with feclings of deep so- 
licitude. Its history thus far is but the history of its infaney. 
There was a period when I entertain: d serious misgivings as 
te its fate, but time has dissipated n.y tears. Its destiny is 
now fixed, and a bright future awaits it. It is emphatically an 
institution of the people, and the people will sustain it. The 
civil commotions to which all governi: cuts are more or less 
subject, may retard its progress, but e.nnot prostrate it, Tt is 
founded upon the principles of justice nd philanthropy, and 
presents a phalanx of moral and intellectual grandeur which 
defies the attacks of its opponents. Its object is the develop- 
ment of the human mind—the education of the masses—the 
noblest work that can engross the attention of a rational being. 
Our State is admirably adapted to à system of public schools. 
We have but a very small proportion. of unproductive lands, 
and our population will be dense and compact, and the time 
will come when Iowa will rank second to no State in the Uni- 
en, for educational facilities, both public and private. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS II. BENTON, Jr. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction., 
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As gni by county As approyed by Superin. Interest of the school fund for the year 1852, as appor- 


t 
t 
| officers. tendent; tioned on the 25th day of January, 1853. 
ur y c ont n Conti t Aoun Ee SR of, Am't apport'd 
| Salary. EZ Salary. » Sue ted. ` linquent. | children. | for schools. 
| Ne. " | No.2. No.3 No. 4. No.5; | No. 6. | No.7. No. 8. - 
! Seege aa o Seet TO EEG E 
^Xlamakoe, | 425 00 75 m 425 00 10 00 71,903 80 691 290 22 
-Sppanoose, ! 200.00, 600 20000 660 907 29 | 1-008 801 86 
Benton, i 895 00 10 25, “22500 10 25 61125 — 24 85 398, 167 10 
Boone, 50 00 8 00 50 00 300 S 2 ST 157 08 
‘Buchanan, 30 00 500 30 00 500 251 6^ ¡2 AOT 170 94 
: Cedar, |. 15500 10 00 175 04 10 00 935 75 82 55 — YS0T — 622 94 
“Clarke, y 10 00 10 00 10 09 10 00 3 56 E 44 18 48 
‘Clayton, |: — 800 00. ; 800 00 1450 67 , 2219 981 98 
«Clinton, | 80000 40 00 80000 40 00 1965/50 BRA 08 1533. 648 86 
. Dallas, ; 260 60 10 65 200 08 1 G8 "IT 90 76 tO 436 183 12 
Davis, 165 00, 85 0 venu 15 00 — 1174 04 E, O 
Decatur, ` | — 133 GH 25 Uf Testo mà s Vin" B a AMO 
Delaware, | 14100 Got 14105 000  — 738 2% — 45 o 1126; 412 92 
Des Moines, | 300 00, 85 00; 800 00: 35 00, 2271 18 1439 82 24H 2146 63 
Dubuque ' | 400 00 40 00| 400 00 40 00 2308 86 | 4955. 1787 10 
,Fayetto, | 45000 15 00 450 00 2272 05 — 212 10 519 — 217 98 
` Fremont, i i! 43-57 Oo. MIL OG 
«Guthrie, - ^ 1809 200 18 00 2.00 | Jii — 49 14 
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Henry, 

Iowa, 
Jackson, 
«Jasper, 
«Jefferson, 
Johnson, 
‘Jones, 
-Keokuk, 
Lee, | 
Linn, | 
Louisa, 
Lucas, 
Madison, 
Mahaska, 
Marion, 
Marshall, | 
Mills, 
Monroe, | 
Muscatine, | 
Page, | 
Pottawatamic, 
Polk, | 
Poweshick, | 
Scott, i 


*Estimated. 


200 00; 

60 00 
500 00 
55 00 
500 OU! 
280 00 
400 00° 
170 00: 
350 00 
300 00 
205 00 

SI So 
960 00 
350 6n 
250 060 
10 60 


^5 00 
200 09 


m 


eege 


25 00 

5 00 
41 10, 
20 00: 
30 00, 
10 09 


5 oo 


25 on 
15 80 
ao 
25 00 
10 Ch, 
«0 Oo 


i9 Gn, 


5 00, 
20 09 
D 


300 00 
60 00 
400 00 
55 00! 


: 400 00 


980 00: 
400 00. 
170 00! 
050 00 
200 00 
9023 06 
21 0 
900 00 
530 Ge 
rn) 00. 
12 00 


5 ou 


200 Q5, 


66 GA 
275 00 
50 00 
530 00 


1008 62 


1215 62! 
313 oy! 
1204 00; 
218 13! 
1518 91 
968 86. 
2139 00, 
895 20 
2349 97 
1741 EB 
1057 3 
720 
529 ot. 
Tado 70 
8:6 Ut 
2296 7 
40 UG 
LL 


084. Ga 
286 94! 
1281 DT: 


251 51 
54 62; 
83 11; 


57 ial 
98 55 
126 58 


249 00 
1267 
146 54 
dí L5 
180 9» 
202 ug 
200 Gui 
91 e 


IT 32 
21 $7 


c2 35 
pd pa 
Se A 


3859 

458 
2964 

TAG 
4495 
2106 
1788 
2067 
7585 


9768 


93585 
802 
ROS 

22:6! 

S81" 
JP 


H 
TIE 
Watt 


1402 
2454 
255 


1816 
337 


3060 


sin 


1620 78 
190 96 
1244 88 
318 78 
1887 90 
884 52 
199 96 
868 14 
3185 70 
1162 56 
1000 86 
197 26 
337 26 
loge DE 
POO, s 

"8 i2 

98 vi 
585 84 
1080 68 
107 10 
155 40 
762 72 
141 ^4 
1985 90 
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* | Ae allowed by county As appreved by — Interest of the school fund for the year 1859, as appor.. 


` officers. i tendent, tioned on the Sak day of January, 1353. 
Gonaties Gont | | z " Amo't delin« Number af) Amt apport'd 
ting't ting't nt r«| Amo't delin- Number of| Amt appor 
Salary. expenses, Salary. ‘expenses | ted. repo quent. cládren. | for schools, 
—| — ——|- — , A AA 
No, 1. No, 2, | No, 3, No.4. : Nod. No. 6. No.7. | No, & 
Taylor, | | | | | 69] 28 98 
Van Buren, | 400 00, 15 00; 409 00 15 00) 1896 58 35 52' 5418; 2275 56 
Wapello, 300 00) 89 12) 300 00, 39 19: 1530 87, 192 75 3553; 1492 96 
Warren, 100 00; 10 00; 100 00: 10 00 984 T5 19 53, 428 179 76 
Waskington, 150 00] 8 00 150 000 3 00; 646 15, 21 18 2389 1008 88 
Wayne, 150 00, 5-00 100 001 5 00, *100 O0! 315 182 30 
Winneshiek, | 412 193 94 


NENNEN | AL 

$9,758 20STTO 50, $9,454 30.8682 09 $13,907 T6 $4,585 4T! 86,157. 095,185 94 

Intorést on State Loans, «++... .......... ct. nor so j| 2,479 57 
| 

i 


thats qutt Wh atta 
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Deduct for balauce on books for Fund Com- 
missioners and salary of Fund Commis- 
sioner of Pottawatamie county, for the year 
18515. .. eem hm $125 00 
Deduct salaries and contingent expenses of 
Commissionero, as above,: ++ ++ ++ +++++,.10,186 39} $10,261 39 


e cavit Pri 


* Estimated. 236,185 94 
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har 
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| 7 ficera, diui. : tioned on the 20th day of January, 1251. 
1 

„Counties. |— PS iint IECUR aar MOI M MM FUSCE M ESAE SNE UAE SS 
Salary, 'Conting't 'Gontna't Ament icpeor Amount des ¡Number of :Am't appoit'd 
NES SEN GH f spenden. ted. | geen: children. | for schools, 

| Nak) Nek! Nod. i had |o Fog id No6 | NoT No. 8. 

Alamal o, | ac fe le. we. EE mn "T ie ne ee ! oe 2007 91 
Appaneoze, | SOO — 8s C. 209 A Em 1052 ut D ON 2 2259 1.181 15 
Benton, | zr OU, ` 2p (un 1000 LIT eg 2 00 ati 285 40 
Blackhawk, | 150 QU Cu Pp p9 2 po eu Qu | ER an 12 
Boone, Lo 75 GY H Va q^ vg S vi 101 14 - 430 210 81 
o i &9 ' eg (in 7 09 SC 53 l | os 263 A 
edar : 175 9, 10 00 200 08 10 060 1,9218 ad od 11 viii 1,222 1 
Chickasaw, i SC G0 95 00 150 0t 25 Ou 3l 01 | 1S7 63 Du 
Clarke, i $ 00, 5 Di 209 Ub 10 00 agy (Ar | 219 109 65 
Clayton, i 300 0% 21 00 200 eG. 21.00. 2280 47 po 2523 14198 48 
Clinton, 409 00 50 un — BTS CO RG 03 — 102 89 25000 1,991 — 906 89 
Dallas, 3007 00, 14 To SOO 00, 1475 14923 20 92 92 531 280 89 
Davis, ' | 185 00. 24 00 200 00, 20 00 — 1.050 Qt LI 4103 2,054 37 
Dceatur, | 300 00 25 (0' 850 00 925 00 GUL 24 58 04 858 421 10 
Delaware,  ; 190 00, 10 00; 208 00, 10 00 1,415 50; 1.307 654 41 
Desmoines, 300 00: 30 00 200 00 Ga 35 2376 06 1,296 S0 — 5,20» 2,605 14 


Dubuque, 400 60 283 25 400 00 "47 25 2965 32 218 72 4,523 2,204 GT 


^ 


Š ‘As allowed by county or rore hy i Cuperinten- Tuterest of the Sehool Fund for the year 1953, as appor- f 


Fayette, 475 09 | 489 00 3,074 251 199 49 984  — 495 19 
Premont, | 250 00 27 00;  *300 00; *27 00, 114 10 54 03 838 419 59 
Guthrie, 50 00} 2 00 50 001, 2 00 29 16 254 127 18 
Hardin, 86 80 155 86 80 155 02 oyi 02 81 04 
Henry, $00 001 10 00} $00 001 10 00; 1,511 001 2930 23, 4,2901 2,136 49 
lows, 9700 3 00) 97 00 3 00 Oil 10 25 00 672 336 47 
Jackson, . 400 00! 19 50 875 06) 12 50, 1,849 39 ' 7 50 8,012. 1,828 57 
Jasper, 100 00| 25 00| 100 00; 95 00; 416 50 1,065] | 533 25 
Jefferson, 500 00; 45 60] = 330 o) 30 00; 1,603 T7, | $2 50|  4,600| 2,333 26 
Johni, $00 On 10 00 $00 00; 20 00, 1086 27, J27 59, 2,002, 1,932 86 

ones, 400 00| 35 ov, Am 00| 20 ol 2420 7| 1479 2427 121520 
Kookuk, 200 00 . | Son 60; 10 00, 1,015 80 — 20 00| - 2,488} 1,245 74 
Leo, * 400 00) ” i #50 00; 10 00, 1,859 94; - 7,070} 3,589 95 
Linn, 400 00) 15 00; 875 001 6 50, 2,2201 20, 15 18} 8,470] 1,737 48 
Lonisa, 250 001 15 00| 250 00| *23 TO 1,240 29, 109 20) 2,550] 1,276 79 
Lucas, 75 00 20 op "100 60, "62 T5) 351 80! ` 405| 202 78 
Madison, 200 09; 25 on 200 00| 25 00; 1,049 81; 230 04 959} — 480 1T 
Mahaska, 880 00; 10 Oo! 850 00| 10 00; 2,361 10 3,243) 1,623 TY 
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| State of Iowa. 


TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


IOWA CITY: 
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Yo THE GENERAL ÁSSEMBLY oF THe SrATE or Iowa: 


Section 1588, chapter.93, of the Code, enacts that, “ Each of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court and District Courts shall 
report to the Legislature, at each regular session thereof, all 
emissions, discrepancies, or other evident imperfections of the 
law which have fallen under his observation.” 

At the last session of the Legislative Assembly, the Senate 
passed 2 resolution, calling upon the Judges of the Supreme 
and District Courts, for the reports contemplated by the fore- 
going section, but none were made, for the reason thatthe other - 
more urgent end imperious duties of their offices had left no 
time to the Judges for the performance of this branch of duty. 
The same reasons which exigted then exist now, why -2n 
elaborate report should not be furnished to your honorable 
body, embracing all the imperfections of the present system, 
and I must, therefore, confine myself to those which seem to 
be the most glaring, and the most to require immediate amend- 
ment. ] | 

ÍST, THE SUBJECT OF DIVORCE. 

The numerous: applications Tor divorce which the calender 
of cases in our courts exhibits, clearly indicate their origin to 
be in the numerous causes for which it may be asked,.and the 
consequent facility with which decrees have been-obtained. 

A divorce may be obtained for any one of eight causeg,.viz 
“First, When the defendant at the time of his marriage 

was impotent., > 


o «hs 
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Second, When he had a lawful wife then living. 

Third, When he has committed adultery subsequent to the 
marriage. 

Fourth, When he wilfully deserts his wife, and absents him- 
self without a reasonable cause for the space of one year. 

Fifth, When he is convicted of folony after his marriage. 

Sixth, When, after marriage, he becomes addicted to habitual 
drunkenness. 

Seventh, When he is guilty of such inhuman treatment as to 
endanger the life of his wife. 

Eighth, When it shall be made fully apparent that the par- 
ties cannot live in peace and happiness together, and that their ` 
welfare requires a separation. 

For any of the above causes the husband may, in all cases, 
obtain a divorce from the wife. The divorge which is decreed 
entirely dissolves the marriage relation existing between the 
parties. Some of these causes are not recognized in very many 
of the other States as grounds for which either kind of divorce 
utey be decreed; in other States where they are regarded, suck: 
grounds constitute merely a cause of divorce from bed and 
b»ard. 

Divorces a vinexto znatrimoni? should, in my opinion, only 
be granted for the following reasons, viz : 

First, Adultery after the marriage. 

Secondly, Impotency at the time of the marriage. 

Thirdly, Wilful desertion for three years. 

Fourthly, where one of the parties is guilty of such inhuman 
treatment as to endanger the dife of the other. 

The second cause specified in the Code, viz: Where the de- 
fendant has a lawfal wife living, is wholly superfluous, becauge 
under such ciroumstances the second marriage is wholly void. 

'Phe eighth cause, to wit: “When it shall be made fully 
“apparent that the parties cannot live in peace and E 
* together, and that their mutual ROUNE requires a separation,” 
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should be wholly set aside as» ground for divorce, because it , 
holds out an, inducement to husband and wife so to demean 
themselves towards each other as to ereate this ground of di- 
vorce, and, in many cases, destroys all motive to the cultivation 
ef good temper and harmony of feeling, or to the sacrifice of 
personal inclination for mutual happiness. It leads parties to 
doas jurors often do, to “agree to disagree,” und for the same 
object, that they may be discharged by the court. So long as 
this latter cause uf divorce stands upon your statute book, per- 
sons will be encouraged to enter into the matrimonial state, 
heedlessly and thoughtlessly, impiessed with the belief that if 
they are not happy, or if their welfare should require a divorce, 
the law will compel the court to deerce it; whereas, the happi- 
ness and interest of society, as well as of families, requires that 
this relation should only be enteréd into by the parties after 
mature deliberation, a thorough acquaintance with each other's 
character and disposition, and that they should regard it as 
only to be gévered by death. 


That marriage is a civil contract, is an admitted truth, yet it : 
does not follow from “this that all the incidents that apply'to 
other contracts apply to this. Many reason in this way : Mar- 
riage is a civil contract, and like other contracts. If my neigh- 
bor contracts to build me a house ata stipulated price, and 
does not build it, 1 am not compelled to pay the price; the 
court, under such circumstances, will relieve me by setting aside 
the contract. My wife, at the time of our marriage, egreed to 
perform her part.of the contract; if she does not, the court 
should relieve me from the performance of my part by granting * 
a divorce. To this it may be replied, that marriage is the most 
important institution of human society, and involves the mest 
valued interest of every class. It changes the relations of par- 
ties to each other and to society,—that in. these respects it ix 
xholly different from other oontracts, and that the setting aside 
_af other contracts affects only the parties, while the setting 
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aside the marriage contract affects vitally, not only the welfare 
of the parties, but that of families and the community at large. 
It is a well sevtied principle of law and philosophy that every 
individual, in entering society, gives up so much of his natural 
liberty as is necessary to the well being and happiness of that so- 
ciety, and this t rinciple applies netonly to prevent man's commis- 
sion of crime, op afso to his y exfermance of his warriage contract, 
The same necessity which makes Ligamy a crime, demands of 
him fidelity t^ kis marital vows, and that necessits yis the well 
being of bimsc end of eociety. No such eontract was ever 
violated where s serious injury was not inflicted upon the com- 
munity, and r^ divorce was ever (properly: granted without 
inflicting a still greater. That many have been improperly 
granted cannet 7e dented, even admitting the causes specific 
in tke code to “e ocd causes: This may have been owing to 
prejudiced or ^ upt testimony, or to an improper view of the 
case (an error: which Judges, like all others, are Hable.) or 


to a suppres=: :. ^v the applicant of the real merits of the case 
The latter i voit uide to ceenr where, as in most eases.of ap- 
plitalions.o. >n i^ racter, the proceedings are caparte, and 


where but ons «+: ur the caseis presented. It follows, as m 
necessary Coir si des that as you multiply the eauses of di- 
verce, so do y: Lon two-fold manner increase the liability te- 
an improper :.. irg aside of the marriage contract, for every. 
cause for Which Y may " boxgranted gives rise to a new class of 
applications. e nre other objections to the eighth canse of 
divorce as speu di tho Code, among which are the follow- 
Jng yiz: | l 

- First, Thic: . Zeg the happiness and velare of tha parties 
alèse the en. — st 0 * consideration, whereas, am hs been 
shown, it involves sascrially the most precions interests of so- 
cita. ` 

Sosoniy, lv "Espenses- with the exstenes, allegation ^ 
proof of: my Hress or pcsitive set. e acimaf wrom» ¿1-J0 E 


defendant cannot Know what he is ezlled upon to defend; —s 
right not denied: to him in all other cases, no matter how ur- 
important the subject of litigation, or trifling the amount ih 
controversy. This canse of divorce is undefinable, intengible, 
and cannot he responded to. 

Thirdly, It leaves it to the discretion of the judge, or jary 
(for by an act of the last Legislature a Jury may be demanded 
in all cases’ to say what is lest. for the welfare of the parties. 
and sy leaves it even where no special canse has been alleged 
or proved, and where the conclusion is to be formed on the 

«opinion of witnesses. There is no limit to the exercise of this 
discretion, except the welfare of the parties, and what is for 
the el of the parties may bea matter of fancy or con- 
jecture. That which to one judge or jur wonld seem to call 
loudly for the exércise of this discretion in granting a divorce, 
might to another appa ua barren of any orounds whatever. 
Thus there would be and could be no uniformity of decision, 
as to what course of conünct on the- part of husband or wite 
would justify a judge or iiy in Hie conclusion that the 
parties should be separated. Who that is a husband or wife 
can tolerate the idea, that the continuance of this relation may 
depend upon the whinaic al or eaprieicas opinion of a gossiy- 
ing, ignorant, or unfeeling witness? Who would hold such 
interests by such anunceitain tenure? In lcgislating upon 
such important Interests, the punlie good requires, wherever 
it can be done, that the boundaries of right and wrong should 
be clearly designated. > 

In erder tó prevent persons from emigrating from other 
States to this Stare, for the purpose of applying for divorces, 
the causes for which they. sre granted "should originate in. 
this State. The present law has been ecnstrued by the 
Supreme Court pn, as to authorize divorces for causes arising 
out of the State, and gives rise to ez parte cases. and conse- 
quently to an imperfect administration of justice between the. 
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parties, who ought, if either party desires a divorce; to be 
compelled to resort to a legal tribunal where the causes of di- 
vorce originated, and where the parties are best known. 


I would also report as requiring amendment, the law allow- 
ing appeals from Justices of the Peace to the District Co urts.. 

As the population of the State increases so is the increase of 
fitigation in the District Courts, and these courts ought not to 
be “burdened with the hearing of all cases appealed from 
Justices. Sometimes the District Court is occupied a whole 
day in tlie trial of a case of appeal, where the amount in con- 
troversy is under five dollars. In my opinion it would be 
advisable to allow appeals, where the judggment appealed from, 
exclusive of costs, is under fifty dollars; to require the appeal 
to be taken to the County Court and tried before a jury of six 
men, giving to the District Court the power to review the case 
and correct errors upon certiorari. This would relieve the 
District Courts from some of its burdens; it would prevent 
appeals being taken for delay, as the County Courts sit 
monthly, whereas, in some of the counties, the District Court 
sits but once a year, and such a eos would give all the 
benefit now afforded by the present law. 

The statute upon the subject of authorizing the District 
Courts to hold special terms is imperfect in this, that it does. 
not authorize the Judge to hold a special term whenever the: 
business of the Court “requires it. See. 1569 authorizes the 
Judge to order, at any regular term, a special term. Sec. 1570 
authorizes him to call a special term for the trial of those causes. 
in which both parties consent to a trial These sections do not 
go far enouga. It not unfrequently occurs that immediately 
after the aljournment of the Court, a criminal case arises which 

it ig important to all the parties concerned that it should be. 
immediately investigated, It is important to the public that. 
the defendant, if guilty, may be punished; itis important to. 
the accused in order that, if innocent, he may be acquitted of 
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the charge, and not be compelled to undergo long imprisonment. 
It will be seen that, by the present law, if the case arise after 
the adjournment of the regular term, no special term to try it 
can be held. 

There isa conflict between the 12th section of the Bill of 
rights of the State, and sections 8211 and 8212, chapter 192 of 
the Code, in reference to the right of a person charged with the 
commission of a crime to be admitted to bail. By the former, 
itis provided, that “all persons shall, before conviction, be 
hailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offences, «where 
the proof de positive or the presumption great? Section 3211 
declares that the defendant cannot be admitted to bail where 
he is cAarged with an offence punishable with death, and Sec. 
3212 declares that the defendant may be admitted to bail as a 
matter of right in cases of misdemeanor, and as a matter of 
discretion in all other cases, These two sections of the Code, 
it will be perceived, conflict directly with the bill of rights.—- 
By the latter the defendant, although charged with an offence 
punishable with death, is entitled to bail unless the proof be 
positive or the presumption great. By the Code the mere 
eharging the defendant with a capital offence deprives him of 
the right to bail no maiter how slight the proof or weak the 
presumption, and in all cases of crime it leaves it as a matter 
of discretion with the justice of the peace or judge to say 
whether the defendant shall be admitted to bail or not. So far 
as these sections conflict with the bill of rights they should be 
repealed. Respectfully submitted. 

T. S. WILSON, 
Judge Second Judicial Dietrict. 
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TO THE 


SUGAR CONSUMERS AND SUGAR TAX PAYERS 


. OF THE UNITED STATES. 


“SHALL THE SUGAR TAXES BE ABOLISHED, OR CONTINUED TO THE AMOUNT 


_ OF TWELVE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ANNUALLY? 


Iris a well known fact, that the revenues of the United States, 
derived mostly from impost duties, have rapidly increased in the 
pastthree years beyond the requirements of the Government, and that 
there is now a surplus of more than thirty millions of dollars in the 
treasury which the people have paid by the system of indirect taxa- 
tion beyond the wants of Government. In view of this state of 
things, the President of the United States, in his message to the 
present Congress, recommended a reduction of the tariff so that the 
revenues might be reduced to an amount within the actual wants of 
the Government. The Treasury Department, in its report to Con- 
gress, recommends a large addition of articles to the free list as, a 
means in part of reducing the revenues, and farnishes a list of the 
articles proposed for the new free list, among which are — Drugs, . 
Dye Stuffs, Raw Silk, Flax, Flax Seed, Fruits, Oils, Spices, Makag- 
any, Rosewood, Pearls, Diamonds, Watches, Wines, and many . 
articles of luxury. 

Much regret and astonishment have been expressed, that Sugar 
and Molasses are omitted from the proposed new free list, Ae these 
articles now rank among the most common necessaries of life axiemg 
all classes of the people, and as such, every man, women and child 
in this country (a few sugar planters excepted), are interested in 
obtaining them as eheaply as possible, and free from taxation. 

Coffee and Tea; have been allowed: a free importation for some 
years, while Sugar and Molasses have been taxed hy, lugo duties 
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have grown immensely rich under it, and no longer require it, (as 
we will hereafter prove,) to sustain them against the competition of 
the foreign sugar planter. Under the protection of a thirty per 
cent. Sugar Tax on the people, the cultivation of Sugar in Louisana 
Días: rapidly indreased. from a. crop 149,000 hogshéads in, 1946, ito 
320,000 hogsheads in 1852, and the erop of 1853, now coming into , 
market, is reported at New Orleans to be not less than 375,000 
hogsheads. Very great improvements have been made in late years 
in, the cultivation of the ‘sugar cane in Louisiana, whereby much 
larger returns of Sugar and Molasses are obtained from the acre 
and from the working hand than in former years, and these returns 
prove conclusively that well conducted sugar planting in the climate 
and soil adapted foit, is unquestionably the most iprdfitable agrioul- :. 
tural pursuit- o on a large scale in this country, and ‘no mote requiring 
a'protective duty-from-the Government to ensure ite profitable and 
: ‘Increasing: culture,’ than ‘the’ 'éültiviion of cor and wheat ot the 
` rich prairies of the We est. — o 
^ Be ‘the cultivation: of Sugar in Zéien, ihe boss agri- 
" cultural, incomes in this- country aré derived, many of which now 
“range frorn fifty thotisahd dollars up to one hundred thousand dol- 
lars per ainim! ` Sugar planting in this coutitry has long since 6ut- 
B the soir a Sugar Tax ón the- «people for Me proteétion, 
‘and "ge -Tonger +ejuirés itin proof of whieh; wë will now ‘give 
varidús sügar lii etotitics and facts obtained frohí. thi*imost 
Fotell ddinces; Mm thoi? which; ‘we invite the readers particular’ at- 
Teifion to the Edllowing fadds dbtified fromthe Match (1853) ritim- 
ee of Dx Bow's Review, a journal published at New-Orleans, éd 
Mer dep y'devoted’ 1 Soilthern ugticiltiife and’to ‘the titercbis!óf the 
dieta Mite ARE in E DA Bow, P iom whioh we tike 
An in dibus ws Tei thiy Bie bil tle "Tm Sfr in Loge, 
"shape is oiiire th RU West Thdiés, ahd inet Strongly 
NEEN, dd Dy. da Bagir By the Giedel it alio d- 
mits (acid Rigs E 
kc ati ak tS HE REE enter Lem fdp article 
Ad Poida ugar! penes Vobiasomon vidit working 
"HS ao E ids dase ¿eta SABA as in to 
vir de iot dad usas ploved By away TMs 
ct digit ave cara vto ido 
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' “The Orange. Grove Plantation, a little below Donaldsville, 
Louisiana; thé fast season, made with only” 106 negroes, “including 
men, women and children, 900 hogsheads of Sugar of 1000 pounds, 
bach, ^ «Mr, Wirxiss, of the Parish of St. James, Louisiana, the” 
last season, made 900 hogsheads of Sugar with 60 working hands!” 
As each hogshead of Sugar yields 50 to 60 gallons.of ‘Molasses, we 
have for the product of a working hand’ on this paver 15 hogs- 
héads of Sugar and 700 to 900 gallons of Molasses H1: 

“Mr. James Warvorp,’ of the Parish of SU Mare, La., made the 
past season on 40 acres of land, 190 hogsheads of Sugar.” ` 

“ee By referring to the‘ Banner" of the 25th of December, pub- 
lished in Frañklin, La., it wäll be seen that many planters in the 
vicinity of that town have just màde upwards of three hogsheads of 
Sugar of 1000 pounds each to the acre." — ** Col. Preston, of Às- 
cension, La., averaged 3000 lbs. of Sugar to the ácre on 900 actes. a 

. These facts from Dg Bow’s Review, show that Sugar planting i ie 
a very profitable Vusthess 1 in Louisiana, and that'planters do obtain 
from ten to fifteen hogsheads of Sugar, and from 500 to 800 gallons 
Molasses to the working hand, and that they do, by good rultivátion, 
obtain 3000 pounds'of Sugar to the acre. -~ 

Admitting that good brown Sugar and Molasses: are sold at the 
low price of 3 cents per pound for Sugar, and: 10 cents për gata > 
for Molasses, we then have a product of over $100 per acre, ' hd 
between $500 and $600 to the working hand. E 

In further proof that improved cultivation of the cane gives 2000 
to 3000 pounds of Sugar to the acre, we copy the following: letter 
from: thé "New Orleans Courier, relative to. ** Guano in the produc- 
tion of Sugar . |, 

We deem it unnecessary to RM into ‘any, detail tg expatinte 
upon the merits of guano, and the Wonderful gesnlts hi ag from 
the use of this article, The question is now solved b or [ Pxperienge, 
and the usefulnesg-of this manure has long hgen test er to 
this we had known it to be applied to worn- quí, EE Jands, and 
little, did we. think that it, could haye any materjal effect upon so 
rich a soilas this of ur Lopisiana. Such eem, however, | to. Ae 
the fact, as will be seen by the following letter addressed to , Messr Ss, 
CasrruLo, and. HAniepz, by, fyo of Met Well; know. and : respected 

citizens, B, and Y; TERRA ia s nob vole rp t (.15839 
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Los LasmaNOHE'S PLANTATION, 
ba Parisa op JEFFERSON, February 12, 1854. 


^ Messrs. CASTILLO de HartspPE, New Orleans — 


Gexriemen: We have to thank you for your kindness in sending 
to us, in January, 1853, five sacks of guano, from the ‘Chincha 
Islands," for the purpose of trying experiments upon our plantation, 
and we have also to communicate to you the result we haye obtained 
upon four arpents of land to which we have applied it. 

The canes were placed in windrow, on the 24th December last, 
and were rolled on the 6th instant, by the ordinary process. The 
juice of the cane, after settling for three hours, weighed, 103 degrees, 
and the four arpents yielded 103 hogsheads, weighing each 1,200 
pounds net. 

In order to establish a comparison, we measured four arpents of 
the same land as the above, and immediately adjoining them, with 
ordinary stable manure. The result was as follows: 

The canes were apparently as fine as those of the guano land. 
We also placed them in windrow; and rolled them at the same time 
as the others. The juice weighed 84 degrees, and produced 63 
 hogsheads of 1,200 pounds per arpent, The sugar was inferior to 
the first by one-half per cent. ` 

. The enormous difference showing in favor of the guano, is an en- 
couragement to persevere, and we beg you will send us thirty tons 
of it. 

Sheuld you desire it, we authorize you to publish the letter. 

(Signed, ) l B. & V. LABRANCHE. 


Ín other words, four arpents of land, manured with stable ma- 
nure, produced six and two-third hogsheads of sugar of 1,200 lbs; 
while the same quantity of land mauured with guano, produced ten 
and a half hógsheads. 

A Western paper copies the above letter on Sugar culture, and 
makes the following comments: 

` TF the sugar planters can, by the use of a little guano, increase 
their product of sugar per acre, from two thousand pounds to three 
thousand pounds — an increase of fifty per cènt., it is strong proof 
that sugar planting in Louisiana, well managed, has outgrown the ne- 
cessity of a productive duty. The planter can, by the use of the 
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„guano, have the satisfaction of increasing his crop fifty per cent,, 
whereas the placing of sugars on the free list would not effect the 
price of his crop more than the duty, which is thirty per cent., and 
‘he may res satisfied, that if the cost of sugar to the consumer is 
reduced thirty per cent. the consumption will be increased fully fifty 
per cent, consequently, free sugars and guano would benefit both 
sugar planters and sugar consumers. 

An arpent is a little less than an English acre. A sack of guano 
contains usually 130 to 150 pounds, and costs from 2 to -2} cents 
per pound, and the result of its use shows that about 200 pounds to 
the arpent increased the Sugar 1000 pounds, and Molasses in pro- 
portion. This shows the advantages of good cultivation. — 

The following statistics of a Sugar plantation on the Mississippi 
River, in Louisana, and of the crop thereof in 1852, were furnished 
by the planter himself: > - — 

‘The plantation is in a high state of cultivation; has 100 negroes, 
of which 60 are field working hands and mechanics ; 400 acres of 
cane in cultivation, 200 of which are plant cane and 200 are stub- 
ble cane; 325 acres of the cane was made into Sugar, and 75 
acres of cane was retained for planting or seed cane. The yield of 
the crop was about 2,500 pounds of Sugar to the acre. The net 
sales of the Sugar and Molasses amounted to $32,400, and there 
was paid out for plantation expenses, repairs of machinery, and for 
the purchase of mules, $7,400—leaving as profits for the estate 
$25,000. The corn raised on the plantation was sufficient for all 
wants. The wood for making Sugar is cut by the negroes on the 
place. The plantation and negroes are valued at $150,000.” 

By the statements from this plantation it will be seen that sixty 
working hands made in one season from three hundred and twenty- 
five acres of canes a net profit, after paying all expenses, of twenty- 
five thousand dollars! A net profit on each working hand, after 
paying Si expenses, of upwards of four hundred dollars ! ! 

We ask the Agriculturists of the West, of the South and of üre 
North, what other agricultural business in this country will show 
such results as this sugar planting shows, and for which the people 
are now taxed 30 per cent. on all the sugars they consume, for no 
purpose bui to make this sugar planting still more profitable ? 
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We now invite the attention of our readers'to another class of . 
Louisiana Plantations, which have large’ Refineries on:them, and 
which make the crop direct into's& species of refined sugar; called ín 
Louisiana * Clarified Sugar," the syrup from which sells ae syrup" 
and not as molasses. We find in the: November, 1853, number of 
Harrer's Magazine, a full description of one of this class of. Louis- 
iana Sugar Plantations and Refinery, in an article on “Sugar and 
the Sugar Region of Louisiana,” by T. B. Trobe, from Which we 
extract as follows: "e ror, 

“ Many of the largest plantations in thie State: are: propefly < Re- 
fineries,? for they ‘have the means not only for producing white or 
refined sugar directly from the cane juice, but ovetpy a portion of 
the year jn ‘working over’ the brown sugars müde on other plan- 
tations. Eminént among these large, estates is one in the ‘Parish of 
St. James, and the particulars relating to it will not prove,- perhaps 
uninteresting to the reader. SEMEN ` 


P 


REFINERY AND PLANTATION OF sn JAMES. 


«The tract-of land connected with this estate contains nine thon- 
sand, atres, one thousand five hundred of which are under cultivation 
and divided as follows: Eight hundred acres in cane; two hundred 
and ninety-four acres in-corn; one hundred and fifty acres cultiva- 
ted by the negroes for their own use; ten acres. in olives; the 
remainder of the fifteen hundred acres alluded to as under cultiva-, 
tion, is taken up by potatoes, building lots, pasturage and gardens; 
the remainder of the nine thousand acres is in forest, from which is 
taken the fuel consunted in; manufacturing and: the timber for the. 
casks used in packing the sugar for market. , — 

«The ‘stock wpon} the plantation consists of: sixty-four rales, 
twelve Horses, sixtean oxen, one hundred and forty-five sheep, 
eighty head of eg and ‘beeves,’ two hundred and fifteen slaves— 
among which are one hundred and, seven field hands—two coopers, 

ne blacksmith, two engineergyfour carpenters, twenty house servants, 
fog purses, geren old men and women, that attend to the. stables, 
and, sigty four ghidren under five years of: 496. ., 

“The mb expanses of this establishment spe twenty fupysand dol 


lars mg paid to ggeapdergo ger pakersengipeers apd for food. 
and clothing for the negroes and repairs of machinery and buildings. 
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IN LC ' VALUE OF THE ESTATE: + 
Laud, 9,000 acres, ‘at $40 per acre EE $360,000 
Buildings eg ee TEE Ee z 100,000- 
Machinery-.-~~.--=------~-~-- avenues Se guns .--, 60,000 
Slaves’... ....... ee 170,000 
EE AA A A 11,000 
poc esgceg.. ve Se BO. 000 

` PRODUÉTIONS of THe ESTATE IN 1852, ~ *` 

Sugar clarified) t, 300, 000 pounds at 6 cts _...-..--2 $78,000 
TID MIU 60, 909 gallons at 36 ets..-.... etat 21,600 
> ———— 
Total. sed EE do e $99,600 


Corh, 9; 000 bends for consumption on the estate, 
“Wood, 3,000, cords for engine house, estimated value,f” $14,400 


Total products of ihe estate... EE $114,000 


S This plantation shows the average. production of the best class 
of Sugar. estates i in Louisiana, the largest of which, in 1852, ‘yielded 
a revenue of one hundred and oe thousand and fifty dollars; . But 
these estates increase the value of their products, by the aid of costly 
machinery, not used on the ordinary plantations.” d 

The statistics of this St. James plantation will interest the SC 
Tax payer and consumer, as well as the general réader, as th | 
show how “© <* big capitals” for sugar planting i in Louisiana are th 
up, by putting in immense tracts of wild “lands, (this | gi: Je aed - 
plantation has only seven thousand, five hundred acres of ** forest, h dr 
$40 per acre, making $300,000 of the capital, Y ali the house pui ne 
vants and negro children, and in some instances princely mansions 


with marble floors, afl estimated at extravagint priced il sides i 


show an immense capital, dùd that the sugar : plantér e nidkes pS 
or 12'per cent. on his investment, These St! ‘Jaiiiés 

show that 131 working nggroes—mén and Wort ce ns "uM va; 
cludé (he house servants ór negro '¿huálén undé au y eat alg ty 
produced i in one year, Bon 800 acres of odie, $99) URETA a 
Sugar und Moldssés; leaving ior net’ profits $79, 600 ob ‘filer E nr, 
the cash pese a ol the estate, in 000: uy tuer EP 
prolis af RT AA fioi € T i! aieo dle Sd Hurd to.’ 
each working handli. RO ran vm CS are std? a 3 
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We ask thé Agriculturists of this country, what other staple pro- 
duet of our land will, by the labor of 131 working hands, from 800 
acres in one season produce a net profit of $79,600 ?' 


It will be for the people to decide whether they wish to continue 
to pay millions of taxes every year on sugars to insure the planters 
such rich returns from their business, or whether they will call on 
Congress to repeal the Sugar Taxes, which are no longer wanted 
as a revenue by the Government. As but very few persons have 
any idea of the enormous amount annually paid by.the consumers - 
of Sugar and Molasses, as Sugar Taxes growing out of tlie system 
of Government duties on Foreign Sugars and Molasses, we copy the 
following from the “Ohio Statesman,” which shows them how 
much they pay annually to ensure a few rich Sugar Planters princely 
- incomes of from twenty-five thousand to one hundred thousand dol- 
lars per annum : M 

* There are about 1500 sugar plantations in Louisiana. Many 
planters own two and three plantations, and the number of planters 
may be set down at 1200. To get at the amount which it costs the 
people for the sugar tax, and protection of these sugar planters, we 
give below the following figures : " | 
. Amount of foreign sugars and molasses imported in 1853, $20,- 

000,000, the duties on which, at 30 cents ad valorem, is $6,000,000. 
'The value of the sugars and molasses produced in Louisiana and 
, Texas, in 1853, exceeded $19,000,000—the increased price of 
. which, to the consumers, caused by the sugar tax, was at least 20 
per cent.—say $4,000,000, Here are six millions paid to the Gov- 
ernment as duties, and four millions, increased price of Louisiana 
sugars and molasses, paid to the planters of Louisiana by the sugar 
“consumers as a part of the sugar tax. But the cost of this onerous 
tax does not stop here. The consumers have to pay the profits 
and advances of importers, wholesale and retail merchants, on the 
ten millions of duty and increased cost, which will swell the amount 
at least two millions more, making in all at least TWELVE MILLIONS 
or porzars, which the great mass of the people pay annually as a 
direct or indirect tax, for protesting some 1200 sugar planters ! 
«We append a table showing just what is taken from the people 
tg support this grand sugar monopoly: ` P is 


At 


11 ës. 


Estimated value of foreign sugars and molasses imported 16 
in 1853, $20,000,000; (the actual amount imported 
in 1852 was $18, 307,974 ,) duty at 30 per cent., on 
sugars and molasses .... eese e mesmo ecce ccn $6,000,006 

The Louisiana Sugar crop of 1853, was 368, D i 
pounds Sugar, 22,100,000 gallons ‘of Molasses; value . 
at 4c. per pound for sugar and 20 c. per gallon for - . 
molasses, was $19,145,160. The advance on which, y 
or increased value, caused by duty on foreign sugars 
and molasses, at 20 per cent., is estimated at..----- 3,829,000 


To this amount we » must add for importer's and mer- 
chant's profits, or adyances on the $9,829,000 before 
: the sugars reached consumers, at least 25 per cent... 9,457,950 


5 Making a total for direct and indirect taxes to sugar consume 
of $12,286,250 in one year!!” 


These figures show that the Sugar consumers pay annually upg 
wards of twelve millions of dollars in Sugar Taxes, in order te 
increase the annual profits of the Sugar Planters Four Miutioxe og 
Donzans!! This is what Dr. Frawxiiw in olden times would kaye 
called in his ** Poor Richard," paying pretty dearly for the ** Seet 
Whistle.” What say the Sugar consumers and Sugar Tax Payer 
to the Twelve Millions of Dollars which they now TUM pay 
directly and indirectly for Sugar Taxes? r 

Shall these taxes be continued—to secure princely TE e 
few wealthy Sugar Planters, while the Government with its oveig 
flowing Treasury, does not need the money ? or shall these Dn 
Duties be repealed as an act of justice to the great mass ‘of the ma» 
ple? 

A Missouri paper speaks thus of this enormous Sugar Tax: , 

< It is a tax literally upon the whole people for the benefit of: - 
owners of some fifteen hundred sugar plantations, the Woher | 
aggregate community in the whole country, and beyond sll'qé ^ 
their profits exceed those of any other agrieultwrists in the F- 
States; a tax which the Government no longerteqhires fòr re 
and which sHould; therefore, be abolished'at the present robin 

¿he tariff ; a tax Which adds to'the enormous incomes of the- 
iest men in the community, and to the surplus revenues of 


E 
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| enment, to be scrambled for by jobbers and pluüderers of the püb- 
ye treasure. We have shown in our former articles that ¢ on the well 
taltivated sugar estates the product of sugar and molassés y per, acre 
las from 1600 bo 2500. pounds of “sugar, and fro 75 th 185 gal 
£ ons of molasses—and that the working hands ‘on Suchi-platitations 
veraged from: ten.to twélvé hogsheads' of sugar, and. froin five to 

' x hundred gallons of’ mólasses -for each - ~hand—the same; hands 

, Mise all the corn and other produce required; cut the: wéod!for 
`" paking.the sugar, and keep up the beautiful gardens for which 
, ny plantations dre celebrated. It is a-common estimate among 
_ pod planters, that their product of molasses will pay- -all plantation ' 
penses, and leave the sugar for nét profits. This gives a profit’of 

| aem four to five hundred dollars for each working hand, estimating 
ood brown sugars at four cents per pound, which has been the 
y verage at New Orleans for the last four fears." These results of 
jugar growing have been obtained from the most reliable. sources, 
nd show profits which ao other agricultural business can show on 
4 "large scale ` we -stand prepared to verify. what. ive have stated, in 
¿de most complete and satisfactory manner. ^ ' ^os 
4 Tt is not an-unusual thing in the sugar región of Louisiana for 
wen who have been overseers, and who have thus acquired a knowl- 
ge of the. basiñess, to purchase sugar estates on credits, and pay 
then in a few. years from the profits on-their. crops. We can. 
‘int to instances where such men. have become the owners of 
wincely:estatesiwith incomes of fróm twenty tô one hundred thou- 
ed dollars ¡per annum. : In what other. agricultural pursuit oan 
bh fortunes be amasted-in so short a time ? and what. would the 
igar growers say.$f it were impossible to grow "wheatin ahy part * 
” the United States except in some half dozen counties in Illinois, 
id the sugar planters were compelled to*pay the Illinois farmers 
~inty per oent., bonus upon their wheat and flour?: That we take 
would be a ase in-whiek the lawyer’s bull had gored the farmer's 
a Now the farmers pay. the planters thirty. per cent. bonus.for all 
-> aigar they cpnatme, "and to, the. planter it seems all right and, 
=por. othe; planter wert compelled fox a little while,to, pay the 
-mekt thirty per:cent: bonus op his fleur gud, wheat, he would sogn 
ae Vets Án the danryer:did,.tbg& Oho rasg baingraltered, alters the 
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The New York Evening Post says: - “When we consider sth 
vast numbers of those who are compelled to pay the sugar tax, an 
“thé stillness of the class for whose benefit it is paid, the reper 

“must appear ‘rédsonable.to alf except those who.are enriched, by A 
“The people of the United States‘are:great.consumers‘of sugar.an 
molasses—moré so, we are fully convinced, than the. people of ap 
Other country’ “Go where you will, to the wildest parts of the’ Un 
' ted States, at the North-or South, at the East or West, you fin 
- supplies of sugar and molasses in the remotest settlements. 
“consumption is; perhaps, inordinate, but it is a fixed and genei 
habit—as much so as reading newspapers. The tax, therefore, fal y 
upon everybody; it is paid by the inmate of the humblest log. cab : 
and if fálls. almost as heavily upón him as upon the. owner óf t 
proudest mansion : : S 

"The persons who are. protected, ás it is said be thes sugar 
are a few hundred. sugar plantérs 1n Louisiana, proprietors of tthe} 
thousands of acres and large gangs of work-people. - To makei th 
- plantatioris- profitable, millions of laboring people.in evéry! patat 
- the United. States are taxed in an article, the universal. use of le 
has made it a necessary-of life." | 4i 

"The ** Ohio Statesman,” in mE on the "Parif sand Supa 
duties, speaks-thus : : E 

“Under the tariff of 1946;.0ur — iis uin filled, weg, ne 
even had a surplus of thirty millions | Whence-eame this: surplus] 
Out of the pockets of tlie indirect tax payers—the consumers: AEB ` 
„tariff is-to be modified. --But how? ‘That is ‘the question. odi 
Detnocrats of the west are in Bet ef so modifying it ap toun. 
the burden*the least onthe greatest body of. songameys: obtr 
who toil, who have wot the means‘of pubeliasitg mich: ingne ~ 
the nhebessariés of life, should be-favordd by thid modifications- 
‘Fh loóking overithe articles on whichisihe tariff de lid 

find no article of such general consumption as sugar. It is á&w 
nión as bread; as indispotbitile-as lights (It entero into ua adie 
‘economy fi every hoüsélold. Noéliewbin Dë fou rn dë apes, 
risitiénes too ghi Niwhere this article is notoofedeilyraséon L— 
DEEL An heals iw plénty, tipácardiiy, q ruspéritiiandada, 

UBU aki" cateo ife dager. lin dist risu a 
that for every dollar’s worth they tia tetyin thin 
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3 Form of a taz, and not a part of the price. Do they know that six 
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l anilions annually is contributed in the form of protection to lordly 
. {pugar planters of the south, that it is this tax that now éncumbérs 
, ‘our treasury, drawn from the hard industry of the land? We ad- 

l OC werted to this subject last summer. Let us examine it further now 

^ that action is demanded of our Congressmen on this topic. 

P We are against the injustice of a long continuation of the onerous 
sugar and molasses fax. The idea that the sugar planters will be 
ined by the /ree importation of sugar and molasses, is without 
foundation. Those who know of the large profits of well managed 

* brown sugar plantations, know that the idea of the necessity of Be 

. Sugar tax is ridieulous humbuggery. 

t u The government do not require the sugar tax any longer for 

| revenue, We have contended all along that sugar and molasses 

; whould be put on the free list with coffee and tea. The sugar 

splanters, without the protective sugar tax, can do a highly profitable 

: Fibusinéss, a better business than cultivating corn, cotton or wheat; 

why, therefore, should the people any longer pay this enormous tax? 
` KR they desire to hare this tax on sugars and molasses abolished, let 
them petition Congress, and call on their Representatives for this 

end. While the government must be supported by duties on im- 

ports, let those duties be on the luxuries of life and not on such 

articles of common use and necessity as sugar and molasses, which 
now amounts to 30 per cent. on all sugar and molasses; and which; 
zr abolished, would save the consumer from one to three cents per 
und, on brown sugars up to the best refined white sugars. Such 

«tax is at war with the liberal policy of the age—contrary to Demo- 

-walic equality, because against the interests of the masses—unnec- 

wary for revenue, and. ought to be repealed, and we trust will be 

r=reled] On behalf of the great body of the people of Ohio, we 

«mand a careful consideration of their interests on this onerous 
Bac, ?? 

'*- The Sugar planters will make a desperate effort for a continuation 
a. the Sugar Tax, and though they are but few in number, yet are 
-oy rich and powerful, and exert great influence at Washington. 

¡y -haye too long been the “pets of Protection”? to abandon 
- "hont a struggle, their hold on that sweet monopoly, “the thirty 
"eni. Sagar Tax on fhe people," . E 
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Let the people remember that these Sugar planters understand 
how to make bargains at Washington, and. that their last bargain is now 
costing the Sugar consumers twelve millions of dollars a year! "The 
following extract from the New York Post, intimates how these - 
Sugar planters make bargains at Washington: 
_ * We cannot forget that we owed the high duties on cottons and 
woollens, with which the country was so long burdened, in part to 
he-Louisiana sugar planters. Whenever the question of a change 
in the tariff has come up, they have thrown their whole ponsen, 
influence into the scale of protection. They said to the 
the cotton and woollen mills, help us to make the people igibutar: 
to the profit of our plantations, and ye will help you to lev¥ a taz 
for the benefit of your mills. -The bargain was made accordingly, 
and the people were taxed, through a combination of interested per- 
sons in different parts of the Union. When the mitigated tariff of 
1846 was passed, the sugar planters had the good fortune, or the 
address; to keep the duties on sugar at thirty per cent. on their 
value. Now that the attention of the people is turned to the enor- 
mity of the tax, we hope that no ceremony will be made with the ' 


" planters, but that the duty will be oy repealed."* 


Will the people again submit to this bargain and sale of their in- . 
terests, and submit to these Sugar Taxes, simply to enable a few | 
Sugar planters to realize immense revenues from their business? or 
will they demand of Congress to repeal the Sugar duties, and there- 
by do justice to all classes? . Let ghe pepple call on Congress to-day 
away with the Sugar Taxé& Mo all sugars and molasses o. 
the free list with tea and coffé£. "sn 

Let them send forwatd théir petitions to Congress to prómote ai 
object, and request their Senaters and Representatives 1 “toot ." 
in meeting the wishés of twenff milligns óB-Sugar uae 
no longer wish to be taxed on" gar find molágsqs, while the G>} 


ernment do not absolutely require the grenge therefrom. E 
+ OHIO FREE SUGAR ADVOCATES, o 
CorvuBUS, April, TM ` 4 i 
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